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Happy New Year As We Enter Into a New Decade 

Welcome to 2020!  On behalf of the officers and 

directors of the Western San Bernardino County Bar 

Association, I would like to wish you all a Happy 

New Year!   

I hope everyone had an enjoyable holiday season and 

were able to spend some time with family, friends, 

and colleagues.  With the ringing in of a New Year 

comes the ever-so-popular tradition of ñNew Yearôs 

resolutionsò.  Whether your resolutions are 

sustainable or destined to fail, just making them are 

fun as it gives you something to look forward to in 

the New Year.  Whether it be trying to travel more, 

exercise more, lose weight, spend more time with 

family and friends, or getting your financials in order, 

take delight in your journey and remember the 

reasons why you made your resolutions.  Good luck 

to all who made New Yearôs resolutions, and may 

you have fun along the way in trying to accomplish 

them.   

The New Year is also a good time to reflect on the 

good (and bad) that happened in 2019, and to look 

forward to the opportunities that may become 

available in 2020.   I thoroughly enjoyed most of the 

events that transpired in my life in 2019.  I was able 

to make several trips to visit my son at college and 

take in some tailgate parties and football games.  If 

you ever want to meet the nicest people in the world 

and get away from the rat race in California, go visit 

Oklahoma.  Gas is $2.19/gallon there and they have 

some of the best BBQ in the country for half the price 

of what we pay for it here in California.   
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Welcome WSBCBA  

New Members 

 

Jeff Stewart, Stewart 

Investigative Services, Inc. 

 

Elda Rosales, Esq. 

Central American Resource 

Center (CARECEN) 

 
 

(Continued to page 6) 

In looking forward to the ñgoodò things in 2020, we 

have a strong economy and jobs are plentiful.  People 

are back to work in record numbers and 

unemployment rates are the lowest theyôve been in 

decades.   Many people use the new year to re-start 

their lives or at least get them pointing in the right 

direction.  Now is as good a time as any to evaluate 

where you are and where you want to be headed in 

the year to come. 

Personally, I will be starting a new assignment at the 

District Attorneyôs office in January.  I will be 

transferring out of the Pre-Preliminary Hearings 

assignment with Judge Saleson in Dept. R-15, and 

will be going back to my old assignment in the 

Issuing unit where I will review police reports and 

determine if a criminal case should be filed and if so, 

what charges will be filed.  I will miss being in court 

every day in Judge Salesonôs department, and I will 

also miss the awesome court staff there.   With that 

said, I also look forward to getting back to the Issuing 

unit and not having to wear a stuffy coat and tie to 

court every day! 
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ATTENTION  

PROSPECTIVE WSBCBA BOARD  

MEMBERS/OFFICERS 

 

If you would like to be considered for a board 

member or officer position with the  

Western San Bernardino County Bar 

Association,  

please send your nomination to the WSBCBA 

office.  

 

Please contact  

Lindsay Partridge 

at (909) 483-0548 

or email at Lindsay@wsbcba.org for additional 

information.  

 

January 2020 Calendar  
 

January 1 - bŜǿ ¸ŜŀǊΩǎ 5ŀȅ 
January 16 - Cellphone Forensics MCLE 
January 20 - Martin Luther King Jr. Day 

January 25 - Chinese New Year - Rat 
January 30 - Ethics MCLE 
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           Hon. Joseph B. Campbell 

           American Inns of Court 

           By: Joseph B. Widman, President  

Rabbit Ears or Flat Screen: Litigation Technology in 

Todayôs Courtroom 

 

ñNo man ever steps in the same river twice, for itôs 

not the same river and heôs not the same man.ò So 

said Greek philosopher Heraclitus many moons ago 

(well before male pronouns were phased out when 

one wishes to refer to all of humanity). If you reïread 

your favorite novel from your youth, you probably 

will have a very different experience with it than you 

did back then. Same book. Different you. Nearly 

everything under the sun is changing; some things 

faster than others. Itôs tempting to be reflexively 

skeptical or negative about change, new trends, your 

old familiar ways of doing things being left behind. 

But, unless you try to keep up, you risk being left 

behind. 

 

We lawyers have no special immunity from change, 

large or small. Much has been written about changes 

in the nature of law firms, with rain-making lawyers 

showing increasing willingness to move from firm to 

firm in search of more compensation and status. 

Online attorney marketing has led to increasing 

prominence of name brand firms and lawyers, with 

locally respected lawyers sometimes getting a smaller 

share of the pie. Within the law office, the 

development of word processing systems and the 

explosion of digital discovery has led to less 

emphasis on legal secretaries and more on paralegals 

and contract attorneys.  

 

But what about those of us who still consider 

ourselves ñtrial lawyersò? In many ways, trial 

practice seems timeless, or at least more resistant to 

change than other parts of the legal world. The roles 

of the judge, witnesses, experts, opposing counsel, 

court staff, as well as the rules of evidence and 

procedure, are pretty much the same as theyôve been 

for decades. But two things are blowing the winds of 

change directly into your face when you turn to begin 

your opening statement ð the jury pool and 

technology. The jury pool changes every day, as 

older members pass into eternity and younger 

members turn 18. Attention spans are shorter than 

ever. Jurors are used to staring at and swiping their 

phones. Your jurors probably have had less education 

and experience in civics and democracy than you 

have. And perhaps more than ever, jurors want to 

hear themes and stories that fit neatly within the 

worldviews that they brought into the courtroom. 

 

The theme of this yearôs Campbell Inn of Court 

program focuses on how practicing attorneys like us 

can navigate the changing landscape of law practice. 

For our December program, we visited a courtroom at 

the San Bernardino Justice Center for a presentation 

from a trial technology consultant, Kelly Deutsch of 

Verdict Videos. The presentation raised a series of 

issues about what jurors expect, and what we as trial 

attorneys can do to reach and persuade them. 

 

The jury pool is doubtless more visually-oriented 

than it has ever been. No matter what is on the screen, 

the jury will be more interested in that than in looking 

at you. This was driven home by the fact that the 

audience for this very presentation became noticeably 

more engaged when the presenter moved from a 

straight verbal presentation to a series of catchy 

PowerPoint slides. As with all public speaking, best 

to ñshow, donôt tellò ð easy on the adjectives, heavy 

on the stories and evocative detail.  

 

So, the number one reason to seek opportunities to 

present visuals to a jury ð including in opening 

statements, during witness testimony, and certainly in 

closing argument ð is to get the jury to pay attention 

to the images and concepts you want them to pay 

attention to. Itôs long been said that trial is a contest 

for credibility, and that is certainly true. But itôs also 

a contest for attention, because in the battle between 

paying attention to you and being left alone with 

oneôs own thoughts, you are not always (or even 

usually) going to come out on top. You shouldnôt 

assume that the jury is going to pay attention because 

that is what theyôre supposed to do. After all, for 

most jurors, thereôs no compelling reason to pay close 

attention; you have to earn their attention.  

 

So what should you show the jury? Not bullet point 

with long lines of text. The technology consultant, 

Deutsch, suggested no text, but that strikes me as 

unrealistic. Instead, you should integrate as many 
(Continued to page 9) 
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WEST END DIVISION TRIAL 

COURTS-CHANGES 

ððððð 

By David M. Goldstein Esq. 

There have been a number of modifications to the 

West Valley Divisionôs Criminal Trial Courts located 

at 8303 Haven Ave. Rancho Cucamonga, CA.    

Cases continue to be assigned based upon the last two 

digits of the applicable case number.   

 

All Felony Arraignments, bail review (where charges 

have not been filed-òNCFò) and in custody 

Misdemeanor Arraignments will be heard in 

Department R-17 (fourth Floor) before Commissioner 

Faherty.   These hearings include a determination of 

pre-trial detention.   Department R-17 will also hear a 

parole violation calendar. (P.C.R.S.) and ñwalk-insò. 

 

Out of custody Misdemeanor Arraignments, 

Modifications and Probation Violations last two 

digits of the case number 50-99 will be heard in 

department R-20 (fourth floor) before an assigned 

judge until January 6, 2020 when they will be heard 

by the newly arriving Honorable Judge Peel.  (This 

was R-17's previous calendar)  Department R-20 will 

also hear Misdemeanor Pre-Trial hearings Monday 

through Thursday last two digits of the case number 

50-99.  Department R-20's Misdemeanor Pre-Trials 

will be handled by the District Attorneyôs Office who 

will continue to occupy the space just adjacent to 

Department R-17. 

 

Out of custody Misdemeanor Arraignments, 

Modifications and Probation Violations last two 

digits of the case number 00-49 are heard in 

Department R-11 (third floor) before the Honorable 

Judge Apaloo.  Department R-11 also hears 

Misdemeanor Pre-Trial hearings Monday through 

Thursday last two digits of the case number 00-49.  

Department R-11's Misdemeanor Pre-Trials are 

handled by the District Attorneyôs Office who will 

continue to occupy the space just adjacent to 

Department R-11. 

 

Effective January 6, 2020 department R-12's (third 

floor) calendar last two digits of the case number 70-

79 formerly heard by the Honorable Judge Umeda  

will be assigned to Department R-7 (second floor) 

before the Honorable Judge Williams.   

 

Felony calendar matters, Modifications, Violations, 

Motions and arraignments on a Felony Information 

are heard in the assigned (based upon last two digits 

of the case number) trial court on a designated day 

each week.   Felony Pre-Trials will be heard on the 

designated date or Fridays.  The designated dates are: 

Department R-2 (second floor) Honorable Judge West 

last two digits of the case number 00-09 -Tuesdays.  

Department R-3 (second floor) Honorable Judge 

Knish last two digits of the case number 10-19-

Tuesdays.  Department R-4 (second floor) Honorable 

Judge Detienne last two digits of the case number 20-

29-Wednesday.  Department R-5 (second floor) 

Honorable Judge Pirozzi last two digits of the case 

number 30-39-Wednesdays.  Department R-6 (second 

floor) Honorable Judge Brodie last two digits of the 

case number 40-49-Wednesdays.  Department R-7 

(second floor) Honorable Judge Williams last two 

digits of the case number 70-79-Thursdays-(formerly 

R-12).  Department R-9 (third floor) Honorable Judge 

Ferguson last two digits of the case number 50-59-

Wednesday.  Department R-10 (third floor) 

Honorable Judge Uhler last two digits of the case 

number 60-69-Thursdays.  Department R-14 (third 

floor) Honorable Judge Sabet/Fuller last two digits of 

the case number 80-89-Thursdays.  R-18 (fourth 

floor) Honorable Judge McCann last two digits of the 

case number 90-99-Thursdays. 

 

 All Felony Pre-Preliminary Hearings, hearings 

regarding Proposition 47 and 64 will continue to be 

heard on the fourth floor split between Department R-

15 Honorable Judge Saleson last two digits of the 

case number 00-49 and Department R-19 Honorable 

Judge Libutti last two digits of the case number 50-

99. 

 

Department R-8 (third floor) Honorable Judge Rogan 

will continue to hear all confirmed Preliminary 

Hearings and all ready Trial Assignments.  Drug 

Court will continue to be heard on Fridays before 

Commissioner Gilbert.  The District Attorneyôs 

Office is located on the second floor and the Public 

Defenderôs Office is located on the third floor.   The 

clerkôs office can be reached at (909) 350-9764. 

 

See next page for the current Case Assignments.  
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WSBCBA Bar Bulletin Classified Advertising 
 

RANCHO CUCAMONGA LAW FIRM: Looking for a paralegal with 3+ years of litigation 

and pre-litigation experience, preferably in personal injury work. Strong writing skills, 

capable of working independently and able to work with clients and dealing with medical 

records, demands, discovery, pleadings, etc. This is a full time position available. Please 

email resumes to conniem@ricksassociates.com. 

 

OFFICE FOR RENT: Friendly, collegial atmosphere on Foothill in Upland. Communal 

Kitchen, conference room, library, and receptionist. Call Jeff at (909)949-2226. 

 

SEEKING COURT MEDIATORS:  Inland Fair Housing & Mediation Board, a non-profit, 

is seeking a full time mediator for our Victorville office serving Barstow Superior Court 

with Unlawful Detainer and Small Claims. Duties include phone conciliation of landlord/

tenant conflicts. Volunteer mediator positions also available for Fontana and Joshua Tree 

Superior Courts. Please contact Andrea at amartin@ifhmb.com.   

 

The WSBCBA offers free classified advertising to our members! (Up to 25 words.) Contact 

Lindsay at (909) 483-0548 or lindsay@wsbcba.org if you would like to place an ad.  
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With the New Year comes State Bar dues and MCLE 

compliance.  Donôt forget to pay your bar dues on 

time.  Also coming due on February 3, 2020 is 

MCLE Compliance for Group 3 (Last names N-Z).    

If you are in Compliance Group 3 and need some 

MCLE credits still, consider attending our MCLE 

events.  Itôs a good way learn or catch up on 

interesting subjects in the law, and to meet and 

interact with your colleagues in the legal field.  

We at the WSBCBA are excited to start the new 

decade and look forward to the upcoming sponsored 

events.  Mark your calendars and save the date of 

Thursday, March 5, 2020 for the Judicial Officer of 

the Year Awards Ceremony to be held at the Double 

Tree in Ontario. 

As always, we encourage all members to become 

more involved with the activities and events that we 

offer.  We welcome members to submit articles, 

commentaries, or other pertinent information to our 

members.  Space permitting, we will do our best to 

get your articles published in our Bar Bulletin. 

Wishing you all a prosperous and happy year in 2020. 

(Continued from page 1) 

 

WSBCBA MEMBERS:  
 

2019-2020 Membership  

fees are due! 

You can pay over the phone 

with a credit/debit card. Visa, 

Mastercard and Discover are 

accepted.  
 

Please contact  

Lindsay Partridge 

at the WSBCBA office today! 
 

Phone: (909) 483-0548 

E-mail:  Lindsay@wsbcba.org 

The WSBCBA is now offering an affordable mediation program for 

civil matters in San Bernardino County. The fees are as low as $75 per 

side and up to $150 per side depending on the case type and size. 

 

If you are interested in being a mediator or using the program please 

call (909) 483-0548 or email mail@wsbcba.org for more information. 

Western San Bernardino County Bar Association 

Mediation Program 
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Johnnie Cochran.   

 

After the presentation at the Justice Center, Inn 

members headed to a local restaurant for dinner and 

drinks, where, as lawyers are wont to do, we swapped 

war stories, this time with a ñtechnology disastersò 

theme. Our next meeting will be on Wednesday, 

January 22 at the University of La Verne College of 

Law, in Ontario. We will explore evolving 

expectations of todayôs millennial law students and 

generational differences among practicing attorneys. 

Our February meeting is the Joint Inns of Court 

Dinner, on Wednesday, February 19, 2020, hosted by 

the Southwest Inn of Court, in Temecula. If you have 

any questions regarding membership, please contact 

Jesse Male, Membership Chair, at JMale@sb-

court.org. If you wish to join our Inn mid-season, that 

can be arranged. 

 

I hope to meet you at one of our upcoming meetings. 

images as you reasonably can; consider photos, 

graphics, and videos. Together with your verbal 

presentation, images drive your presentation, tell a 

story, and evoke feelings of right and wrong. Think 

more in terms of getting the jury to see and feel your 

clientôs side of the story, and hopefully to identify 

and sympathize with your client, instead of just 

hearing your clientôs position.  

 

Using courtroom technology to effectively present 

visual and even auditory information to jurors has 

other advantages. Whether and how you use 

courtroom technology says a lot about you. You want 

to project competence, sophistication, and command, 

and not appear to be making a special appearance 

from the 1990s. Look, we all love Columbo, the 

disheveled but clever TV detective, but ð news flash 

ð heôs fictional, from a TV series which started 

during the Lyndon Johnson administration, and he 

wasnôt even a lawyer. (But Iôd love to have him on 

my witness list!)  

A final reason to up your game in the area of 

courtroom technology: To deprive the other side of 

an advantage. At least give your client an even 

playing field to communicate with the jury. You 

donôt want to come across like an analog, black-and-

white TV with rabbit ears, while the other side is a 

High Def flat screen hanging confidently on the wall. 

Who do you think the jury is going to pay attention 

to? Who would you pay attention to? 

 

Deciding that you want to more effectively use 

courtroom technology is really just the first step. The 

next is forging a path, which should include 

developing at least competence if not expertise in 

trial presentation programs. PowerPoint seems 

popular for openings and closings; popular programs 

for presenting exhibits are TrialDirector, TrialPad, 

and OnCue. It will take time and patience before you 

can use these programs confidently and without a 

disabling fear of looking like you donôt know what 

you are doing. (ñTheyôre all gonna laugh at you!ò) 

And then, as with anything else worthwhile, you will 

need to put plenty of time and thought in deciding on 

the substance of your presentation in any given case. 

Effective use of trial presentation technology in court 

is rarely compatible with maximum flexibility to say 

whatever comes to mind; technology does not change 

the central importance at trial of ñpreparation, 

preparation, preparation,ò in the words of the late 

(Continued from page 3) 

 

REMINDER TO ATTORNEYS  

 

MCLE Compliance 

 

Attorneys with last names 

beginning with: 

 N-Z 

 

 

Deadline to report:  

February 1, 2020  

 

 

Compliance period:  

2/1/17 - 1/31/20 
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