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REMARKS FROM THE the ballot to reform MICRA to make the general
~ damages cap rise with inflationThe measure was
PRESIDENTGS DESK soundly defeated by the spending of those in the

By: Justin King insurance industry.

With a new Governor in Sacramento, | am hoping that
It is long past time for the state of California tMICRA reform will finally be addressedWhile the
reform MICRA. As | am sure most readers arghsurance lobby is strong, this Governor has shown
aware, MICRA, the Medical Injury Compensatiohimself to be politically courageous on some very
Reform Act, is the state law that caps genelnghportant issues, including sarsex marriage and the
damages in medical negligence cases lagalization of marijuana.Medicine in this state is
$250,000.Si nce MI CRAOGs pas s somg of ithe bedt In7tle, coudtry, caaddegesy day our
o f inflation has r e d urpeelical prévidegs arel saving @iugnan fiféha gaide 0 s
economic effect by approximately 80%hus, even just like every other field, our medical providers are

if you accept the merits of some cap (which | do nogiso capable of clear negligence and the consequence
the spending power (or compensating power) of tb¢ that negligence can often be catastrophithe
MICRA cap is nowhere near what it was when thamilies of those who have suffered catastrophic
law was passedAdditionally, the cap takes decisionsnjury at the hands of our medical professionals need a
out of the hands of the jury (who has heard all of thgstice system that fully compensates them for their
evidence) and arbitrarily sets a compensation figutgs and does not, by way of an arbitrary cap,
that is disconnected to the facts of each case aathpound their misery and compound the feeling they
disconnected to the individual circumstance of eaghl r eady have that their
loss. heard.

| have now handled a handful of medical negligerfte
cases involving the death of young childrdn.each
of those cases, the medical negligence was patentjand
the loss profoundln any other circumstance the logs

would equate to millions of dollars in genergl
damages, but because the loss was at the hands] of a Welcome WSBCBA
medical provider, clients have had to endure New Members

something substantially less than full justi¢eurther,
even when the medical negligence is patent, the cap

can make prosecuting certain cases all the Way Alex Knaub, Esq.

through to trial cost prohibitive, as the expert costs|in Traci Doran Hawkins

pursuing such a case just do not justify the returni&iYhispering Winds Therapetuic Touch, Inc.
investment. Timeless Treasures Wedding Ministry

Adjusted for inflation, the MICRA cap of $250,00 John R. MacRilllll, Esq.

that was set in 1975 has the equivalent buying pofver
today of just $52,000If the cap had kept pace wit
inflation, the cap would equal more than $1.2 millign
in todayoés doll ar s. [ n

2014, an i niti ati ve wia s
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Western! Sanl Bernardino Co

cordially invites you to its

1ty Bar Association

2019-2020 Installation of Officers & Awards Ceremony

2019/2020 Officers:
Will Wooten ‘

President
Michael Scaf'\ di J

President Elect

Vice President

Matthew| ylor—-ﬂ
Secretary/’ Treas \
Justin King

Immediate Pa

HONORING:

Jennifer Brooks
Lawyer of the Year

Bryan Reid, Esq. James [ s, Jr., Esq.

Thursday Evening
October 3, 2019

5:00 p.m. - Social Gathering

6:00 - 8:30 p.m. - Dinner & Program

DoubleTree By Hilton
222 North Vineyard Avenue
Ontario, California
Join us as we extend our
sincerest appreciation to
outgoing President

Justin King

Directors-at -Large:
F

rnando Bernheim
1 1ique Bonanno

Kyle Brodie
' Janet Frangie
Jarcia-Rodrigo

\ /id Goldstein
/ NG andal Hannah
I3 ane Hartog
Daan Lipinsky

<
@«

v

Kevin Marshall
Dean McVay

David H. Ricks
Fernando D. Vargas
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Western San Bernardino County Bar Association
2019-2020 Installation of Officers & Awards Ceremony

Sponsorships
Diamond Platinum Gold Silver Bronze
$2,000.00 $1,500.00 $1,000.00 $500.00 $250.00
Includes Includes Includes Includes
Table of 10 5 Meals 2 Meals 1 Meal
Sponsor Name:
Mailing address:
Telephone: Email:

Amount Sponsored:

Thank you for your support!

N ViraaVz ViraaVz
- ¢ ® /,

"o

[nstallation of Officers wards Ceremony
[$80.00 Individual [$800.00 Table of 10 $50.00 Law Students

$95.00 if reservation is received after September 30, 2019

Name:

(Please provide additional names and/or names of table guests below)

‘ Firm Name:

Card No. Expiration Date: __ Security Code: _____

i
Payment Method: O check O Credit Card - O visa O Mc O Discover ‘
|

Please Mark Your Meal Selection(s)
Sliced Tenderloin Pan Seared Chicken Breast

Grilled Vegetable Brochettes (Vegetarian/Gluten Free)

Attendee Names and Food choices:

Please return this RSVP no later than September 30, 2019 to
the Western San Bernardino County Bar Association by mail, email, or fax:
WSBCBA P.O. Box 624 Rancho Cucamonga, CA 91729
Tel.: (909) 483-0548 Fax: (909) 4830553 EMail: mail@wsbcba.org

[ j Due to catering deadlines, a $50.00/$80.00 fee will be charged for failure to show or [ J

cancellation of reservation within 48 hours of event. Thank you for understanding.
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said, "Yes, | do your Honor, I'm going to be sworn in

_ _ by Judge Mary Fuller next week." He said, "No

Did this really happen?| you're not, I'm swearing you in within thirty minutes
O0d0dd0 - get anybody here you want to be here, you're going to

By Michael Scafiddi, Esq get sworn in, and then take this verdict!"

Thirty minutes later, in front of a few friends but no
family, not even my wife because she was at work, |
am sworn in as an attorney.

| use the title, ADId thfech mhked latbryihe U R RefkmPin dnPl hfle€ S
first two court appearances as a lawyer. While mqg} jgea what I'm doing. | knew enough to take a
lawyers recall their first appearance, my first an?ellow note pad, made a box representing twelve

second appearances truly are something to remembgfors | then mark jurors one through twelve, and |

knew something about polling a jury if it didn't go our

Let me start my story by recalling what my tortg,ay put | wasn't quite sure how to do that having
professor, the Honorable Thomas Hudspeth said jayer seen it.

al most every c¢cl ass. He would state AYou never Kk

what can happen in a cddsthejirywasBBout to befully seatBtin rushel @
statement has a special place in my heart as my fig§§ Shapiro, and | could have sworn at the time he

two court appearances ran the spectrum from a Qs wearing a Superman outfit with a cape, because |
level of an amazing moment to one of the worg jike he just saved my life.

feelings a lawyer can have after a court appearance.

o ) | am proud to say that both Bill and | appeared on the
In 1997, | took the California bar, passed it, andbcord for that jury verdict, and | am equally proud to
started working for local veteran lawyer, Bill ShaplroSay that my first case, | recovered $1,100,000.00 for
This is where my story truly begins under thg,e plaintiff! LOL
mentorship and friendship of Bill. How could it get any better, with your first

_ _ ) appearance taking a jury verdict for $1,000,000.00 for
After passing the bar but before being sworn in, | wgse plaintiff?

working as Bill Shapiro's investigator while he was in

Trial on a premises liability/medical malpractice casgnat |eads us into my second appearance as a lawyer.
involving an adult circumcision that went WrongThis one was also for Bill Shapiro, and it was about
Bill was representing the plaintiffs, and the case wggo weeks after my first appearance. During the two
tried at the Central courthouse located at 351 ljeeks since my first appearance | continued to be
Arrowhead which was about a minute walk frofentored by Bill Shapiro, as well as Bill Weathers,
Bill's office. Our Judge in that case was thggyg weathers and Tim Peach, all great lawyers who
Honorable LeRoy Simmons. | really loved and respected. | went to case

management conferences, depositions, you name it, |

It was a very interesting trial and ultimately the juryatched it all for two weeks to soak it in and | felt |
was out deliberating, when Bill had to go down tQ,5¢ ready for any appearance.

Riverside to mediate a case at the Fourth District
Court of Appeals. | will never forget Bill telling mMe,Bill was off on vacation in the Caribbean and he

"Hang out at the courthouse and try to reach megéked me to make an appearance in Riverside County

there are any questi on syddaskManhgdrfent Cohferériée in fronBdf bubige !
and within an hour the jury has a verdict. 1knowtha , | | i van whose court r ool

Bill is not going to get back in time because thgyjiging.
mediation is going to last around three hours. Judge

Simmons looks at me and says, "Mr. Scafiddi, yuyrepared for that court appearance for a whole week.
passed the bar right?” | answered in a loud, propfinew which defendants had been served, when they

voice, "Yes sir, | did." He then asked me, "DO YOlyere served, and the liability issues and damages. |
have that card that judges sign to swear you in?" | (Continued on page 6)
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Western San Bernardino County Bar Association
& Kaas Settlement Consulting present...

Settlement Planning

) ¢

SETTLEMENT CONSWULTANG

Speaker: Traci Kaas, CeFTe, CSSC, CMSP
Understanding Settlement Planning and how to work with Medicare Set
Asides and Government benefit considerations in settlements and trials.

1.0 General MCLE Credit

$40.00 Members Thursday, September 12, 2019
$60.00 Non-Members 12:00 noon - 1:30 p.m.

Panera Bread lunch included

Sandwich Choice: Western San Bernardino County Bar
Association’s

Conference Room

___ Roasted Turkey 8409 Utica Avenue

____ Chicken Salad Rancho Cucamonga, CA 91730

Steak & Arugula

Italian Name:
Phone:
Email:

Ham & Swiss

Tuna Salad

1 RSVP to lindsay@wsbcba.org or call (909) 483-0548
Vegetarian

NOTE: A $40.00/$60.00 fee will be charged for failure to show or cancellation of reservation within 24 hours of event.
The WSBCBA certifies that this activity has been approved for a total of 1.0 General MCLE Credit by the State Bar of California.

WESTERN SAN BERNARDINO COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION
8409 Utica Avenue, Rancho Cucamonga, CA 91730
Tel.: (909) 483-0548 - Fax: (909) 483-0553 E-mail: mail@wsbcba.org
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(Continued from pagd) | quickly learned after my second appearance about
had the information as to what dates Bill wanted foCalifornia Code of Civil Procedure Section 473a
further status conference and trial. | was ready to gahich reads in pari Re | i e f i n Conseq

by a Party. The court may, upon any terms as may be
| decided to show up early the day of the cojust, relieve a party of his or her legal representative
appearance, and | arrived at 8:00 a.m. for an 8:30 #&om a judgment, dismissal, order, or other proceeding
appearance. | walk into the courtroom, and ltaken against him or her through his or her mistake,
surprised to see that Judge Sullivan is already oniteadvert ence, surprise, or
bench. | thought to myself, that's interesting. So |
give the bailiff my card, and he said, "You're numbeges, that really happened on my first two appearances.
three on calendar and you're up next." | thought that
was a little weird, the hearing was supposed tob&sat aft er my first two app
8:30 and it was only ten minutes after eight. million dollar win and a million dollar loss.

Within two minutes, Judge Sullivan calls my mattenithin three hours of leaving the court room | filed the

| proudly walk up, stand on the plaintiff's side of thgiickest 473 (a) motion that anyone has ever filed.
table, | look at the judge and I'm about to addréésedless to say, | never appeared in that case again.
him, two other lawyers step up to the right of me,Bill saved me, went there, and the first thing Judge
make their appearances, | don't remember ti®iflivan asked him was, "What the heck happened to
names, | just knew they looked like lawyers becatisat lawyer that day?"

they both had nice suits. | wait for Judge Sullivan to

look up and ask about the case which | kn®® when I think back at the start of my legal career, |
everything about, instead he never looks up andthiak of those two moments, one wonderful and one
says, "l dismiss the case against Defendant h¥rrific, and it reminds me as Professor Hudspeth
Defendant Y, and Defendant Z for nearvice of thea | ways s ai d, AAnything cart
Summons and Complaint." And that was it, the

appearance was over, and | didn't know what to dafiope you all enjoyed the stories of my first two
and | didn't know what to do. | had never practicagpearances, and | will conclude with | hope everyone
an appearance wher e t hé hgvingdagvendelfil dumddr antl asd kke to pay t@ t
so | could start talking. | didn't know how to stapl | | awyer s al ways fwork
him. | should have said, Your Honor, those

documents were served, and here are the proofs of

service and they were filed with the clerk yesterdp-
but of cour se, I di dno t h

know, a new batch of lawyers were coming LW JENNIFER M. REED, PH.D.
pushing me out of the way and | walked out of

court room thinking, Holy Cow, what just happene Clinical Psychologist

| immediately ran, and | mean ran 3 ¥z blocks to PSY22559

Law Office of FIShe_r’ Weathers, and Geetlng whet Confidential. Specializing in working with adults
spoke to my dear friend Doug Weathers. | told Dg with depression, anxiety, panic disorder, stress,
what happened and he informed me that Ju relationship issues and emotional growth.

Sullivan's 8:00 a.m. calendar was for Orders to Sh
Cause for Dismissal. Something | would have loy\
to have known two weeks earlier. Upland, CA

Self pay/Cash only

(951) 505-9412

So I'm sitting there explaining to Doug that the co
just dismissed this lawsuit where the damag
exceeded One Million Dollars. Doug, being Doug, is
laughing so hard he can barely breathe.
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Western San Bernardino County Bar Association’s

W ' “ ‘S ila, Xel'lTC | ,ar 2'[ 'erlngi‘ “‘

Delicious Food, w
Raffle Prizes,

Please join us as we

, . . e ' \‘ 3 \
You’re invited to a Hawaiian Luau! 1 mix and mingle

Silent Auction,
rgrN Authentic Hawaiian Food and Entertainment by amondg :(?llegg'ues
o ISLANDER’S LUAU ana iriends.
Hawaiian
L b A Hawaiian Attire

and Music! 6:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.

.
.
.
.
L
]
'

Friday, November 8, 2019 ‘
. (or casual) 0

. COST: $60.00 per member/$70.00 non-member “,
. Venue: Home of Greg Flynn and )
Angelique Bonanno, Rancho Cucamonga, CA
Directions provided at RSVP

1] L]
] L
1 L}
L ]
' Please RSVP to WSBCBA \
. Telephone: (909) 483-0548 -
. Facsimile: (909) 483-0553
d Email: mail@wsbcba.org
.

) RSVP Required '
“ Note: A $60.00/$70.00 fee will be charged for failure to show or “
. cancellation of reservation within 24 hours of event. .

. e® "= wy P oF .
CSeaae=” N T e

4 a
Western San Bernardino County Bar Association
8409 Utica Avenue, Rancho Cucamonga, CA 91730 | Tele: (909) 483-0548 « Fax: (909) 483-0553 « Email: mail@wsbcba.org

[

Registration

H
-
.
: Name:
. Phone:
: 00$60.00 Member [0$70.00 Non-member
3 Additional Attendees:
: Name: Name:
= [1$60.00 Member [1$70.00 Non-member [1$60.00 Member [1$70.00 Non-member
.
H
. Name: Name:
- [1$60.00 Member [1$70.00 Non-member [1$60.00 Member [1$70.00 Non-member
.
i Name: Name:
. [1$60.00 Member [1$70.00 Non-member [1$60.00 Member [1$70.00 Non-member
=
.

Name: Name:

[0$60.00 Member [1$70.00 Non-member [1$60.00 Member [1$70.00 Non-member
Name: Name:
[1$60.00 Member [1$70.00 Non-member [1$60.00 Member [1$70.00 Non-member

Payment method: OCheck OVISA OMasterCard
Total amount:

Card No:
Expiration: CVC:

I hereby authorize the Western San Bernardino County Bar Association to deduct the
amount specified above from my credit/debit card above:

Date: Signature of cardholder:

NI NN NI NN NN NN NI NI NN SEEN NN NI NSNS NN NN NEEN NSNS NEEEENEEENEEEEEEEEEEEE
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WSBCBA Bar Bulletin Classified Advertising

RANCHO CUCAMONGA LAW FIRM: Looking for a paralegal with 3+ years of litigation and-pr
litigation experience, preferably in personal injury woBtrong writing skills, capable of working

bvery,
pleadings, etc. This is a full time position available. Please emalil
conniem@ricksassociates.com.

OFFICE FOR RENT: Friendly, collegial atmosphere on Foothill in Upland. Communal Kitdfjen,
conference room, library, and receptionist. Call Jeff at (909724£%.

FURNISHED OFFICE SPACE FOR RENT IN THE BEAUTIFUL CITY OF CHINO HILLS. Three
individual nice size rooms available with secretarial space avail@aetralized receptionist and waiting
room/Conference room included. Janitorial services provided. Kitchen usage induliciedies from the
Pomona Superior Court with entrance/exit close to 71 Free@aly.Christina for information 909/606
0101.

SEEKING COURT MEDIATORS:Inland Fair Housing & Mediation Board, a nprofit, is seeking a

full time mediator for our Victorville office serving Barstow Superior Court with Unlawful Detainer arif
Small Claims. Duties include phone conciliation of landlord/tenant conflicts. Volunteer mediator pogftions
also available for Fontana and Joshua Tree Superior Courts. Please contact Andrea
atamartin@ifhmb.com.

Western San Bernardino County Bar Association
Mediation Program

The WSBCBA is now offering an affordable mediation program fqr
civil matters in San Bernardino County. The fees are as low as $7% per
side and up to $150 per side depending on the case type and size.

If you are interested in being a mediator or using the program plegse
call (909) 4830548 or email mail@wsbcba.org for more information.
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WLESTERN SAN BERNARDINO
COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION

8409 Utica Avenue * Rancho Cucamonga, CA 91730
Tele: (909) 483-0548 « Fax: (909) 483-0553 « Email: mail@wsbcba.org

CONFERENCE ROOMS FOR RENT

in the
Western Inland Empire Community

The Western San Bernardino County
Bar Association has conference
rooms for rent in the Western Inland Empire
community. We have three individual
conference rooms which can be joined together
to fit up to 40 people.

WSBCBA members get a special discount rate!
All attorney members receive a 50% discount.
All other members receive a 20% discount.
Not a member? It is quick and easy to join.
We have the lowest membership prices in the
Inland Empire! Call today!

——— 7

Conference Room Regular Rates for 1-10 people:
1 to 2 hours - $50.00

3 to 4 hours - $100.00

5 to 8 hours (all day) - $150.00

Conference Room Regular Rates for 11-20 people:
1 to 2 hours - $75.00

3 to 4 hours - $150.00

S to 8 hours (all day) - $225.00

Conference Room Regular Rates for 21-40 people:
1 to 2 hours - $100.00

3 to 4 hours - $200.00

*O0% % * O * X %

5 to 8 hours (all day) - $300.00

We cater to all who need conference rooms.

DEPOSITIONS
MEDIATIONS
ARBITRATIONS
CLIENT MEETINGS
BOARD MEETINGS
PRIVATE STUDY
INTERVIEWS
BUSINESS MEETINGS
INDIVIDUAL and GROUP MEETINGS

No membership required

Coffee and water are provided

Sound equipment and screen available
Free WiFi

Copy Machine available at $.10 per page
Visa / Master Card / Discover accepted
Conference Rooms are available Monday
through Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Failure to show or cancel reservation within
24 hour (business day) will result in a
$50.00 failure to show/cancel fee




PAGE10

www.wshcba.org August 2019

Your “Go To"” West End Personal Injury Law Firm

Over $13 Million recovered for our clients

] LAW OFFICES OF
I\ JUSTIN H KING
Obtaining Great Results for our Clients, One Case at a Time

We would be honored to be considered for your personal injury referrals.*

www.JustinKingLaw.com
909-297-5001

*All referrals consistent with California State Bar Rules of Professional Conduct.
Advertisement
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https://www.courts.ca.gov/cms/rules/index.cfm?title=eight&linkid=rule8_652

https://www.courts.ca.gov/documents/hc100.pdf

Comfort Zone

Rosario Briseno

Professional Supervised Visitation Monitor
Serving San Bernardino, Los Angeles and
Riverside Counties

562-572-6974

comfortzones@yahoo.com
www.rosariobriseno.com




