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Welcome WSBCBA New Members 
 

Bryan Chan, Esq. - SB County District Attorney Office 

Christopher Keilson, Esq. - Law Offices of Christopher Keilson 

Hon. Gregory S Tavill - SB Superior Court 
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 The Installation Dinner was such a success.  

Congratulations to Legal Assistant of the Year, Lynn 

Houser; Charles Althouse for the Lifetime Achievement 

Award; and Jennifer Brooks Lawyer of the Year Award 

recipient, Michael Scafiddi.  We had the biggest turnout 

ever and I would like to thank all who were in attendance.  

My special thanks to David Ricks for setting such a 

wonderful example for me to follow and to Deva Mora, our 

Executive Director, who makes everything happen. 

 I am honored and humbled to take over as President of 

the Western San Bernardino County Bar Association.  We 

have had a succession of Presidents who have led this 

organization with foresight, wisdom and great appreciation 

for what this organization means to our members and our 

community. 

 As I take over, I plan to continue the momentum and to 

expand our position in the community.  One of the areas I 

would like to develop is that of a mentorship program.  

Many of our more seasoned attorneys are involved in the 

bar activities, but we donôt see many of our newer 

colleagues.    

 The five ñCôsòstand for candor, compassion, civility, 

courage, and competence.  As I sat at the Installation 

dinner and looked around me, I was so proud to be in the 

company of many colleagues who practice the five ñCôsò 

on a daily basis.  I was so proud of the camaraderie and 

genuine friendship that is shared by my fellow attorneys 

and our bench officers. 

But as I sat there, I also thought about some of our 

colleagues who have not left a favorable impression and 

who practice with a ñwin at all costsò attitude, some who 

are aggressive and many who lack wisdom and 

compassion.  I have often wondered about their training. 

 As I look forward to the next year, I hope to see many 

new members.  At the Installation dinner, I touched on the 

issue of establishing a mentorship program for our new 

attorneys.  We have many new or newer attorneys, many of 

whom hung up their ñshingleò right out of law school with 

very little or no mentoring.   

Continued on page 2 

Attention Members 
 

We are currently accepting nominations 

for the Western San Bernardino County 

Bar Associationôs 2016-2017 Judicial 

Officer of the Year to be held on  

March 3, 2016. 

Please see the nomination form on page 11 

of this Bar Bulletin. 

Please return your nomination form to 

WSBCBA no later than  December 4, 2015. 

Attention Members 
 

We are currently accepting nominations for 

the Western San Bernardino County Bar 

Associationôs 2016-2017 Judicial Officer of 

the Year to be held on March 3, 2016. 

Please see the nomination form on page 11 

of this Bar Bulletin. 

Please return your nomination form to 

WSBCBA no later than  December 4, 2015. 
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    For many of us, we mentor younger attorneys along the 

way, maybe because of a chance encounter, or because we 

are asked a question in court.  I would like all of us to take 

someone under our wing and be available to them as they 

go through their struggles in practice and to offer our time 

and advice. 

 In the September 2015 issue, David Ricks shared a 

personal experience about having gone into private practice 

after working for five and one-half years for a prominent 

Inland Empire law firm.  In the early days of private 

practice, he found out just how difficult it can be.  He went 

through many anxious and sleepless nights worrying about 

how he would get through financial struggles.  Eventually, 

having come to the realization that he had to do something 

to rise above the situation, he first turned to God, which I 

always recommend we do first and then he turned to his 

fellow attorneys for advice and moral support. 

 Sometimes we all feel like we are in this alone, and forget 

to get on our knees and pray.  And often we forget that 

many of our colleagues go through the same thing at 

various points in their practice and many have good advice.  

As a seasoned attorney, who has weathered many storms, I 

know the importance of having a good support system and 

the advice of good people around me.  

 I was fortunate to have been mentored very early on by a 

good and supportive teacher, Vincent B. Garcia and I will 

always be grateful for the time I spent in his employ and 

under his tutelage.  When I went into sole practice, I still 

turned to him for advice.  Even as recent as yesterday, I 

sought the counsel of a colleague to exchange ideas on a 

complicated dissolution. 

 We need to introduce ourselves to some of our new 

colleagues, introduce them to others and get to know them 

a bit.  We need to offer our support, knowledge, experience 

and wisdom, just as we needed it when we first started out 

in practice.    

We need to get the word out to our newer colleagues to 

contact the bar association for assistance, advice and 

someone to turn to, in the event they need assistance.   

 I also want to expand our membership to include more 

family law attorneys and to collaborate with the East West 

Family Law Council for MCLEôs in the area of family law. 

I would like to expand our MCLE program to have more 

crossover issues.  I have been asked many times over the 

years from other attorneys about issues that have come up 

in their non-family law cases about potential family law 

matters.  I think it will be helpful to touch on certain areas 

that regularly cross over that will give us all a better 

understanding and will help us help our clients. 

  I am happy to have such a strong and knowledgeable 

board and look forward to working with them in the 

upcoming year to make the Western San Bernardino 

County Bar Association a backbone organization for 

our colleagues and the community.   

 I would welcome any suggestions any of you may 

have regarding MCLE topics that would help you to 

suceed in your practice. 

 

 
 WSBCBA at 

Breakfast With Your Supervisor 

Farrellôs Ice Cream Parlour - October 23, 2015 

 
WSBCBA Director Dean McVay, 

Supervisor Janice Rutherford and 

WSBCBA Executive Director 
Deva Mora 
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 All times Pacific Standard Time (PST), which is minus 

eight hours from UTC (Universal Time Coordinated).  We 

switch back to Standard Time at 2:00 a.m. on Sunday 

November 1, so remember to set your clocks back before 

you head out for that crazy Halloween party.   

 The November Full Moon is called the ñFull Hunterôs 

Moonò and occurs on Wednesday, November 25, 2015, at 

2:44 p.m.  It is called the Hunterôs Moon because the 

crops are in.  The fields are cut down, so game animals 

and birds are out in the fields gleaning in preparation for 

winter.  With reduced cover and additional light, it is 

much easier to take care of business.  The Hunterôs Moon 

will rise on the evening of November 25, at 5:01 p.m. 

 On November 17-18, get ready for the Leonids meteor 

shower.  This year conditions are very favorable for this 

major shower as the Moon will not be a factor.  Most 

experts are predicting a strong showing, even to storm 

potential.  The prime viewing will occur in dark sky areas, 

such as the desert or mountains.  The only downside is 

that the best viewing time will be after 2:00 a.m. on 

November 18.   The Leonids are associated with comet 

55/P Tempel Tuttle, which last passed through our solar 

system in 1998.  Look for the radiant in the constellation 

Leo.  In true storm conditions, there are hundreds of 

meteors in a hour.  So even if you donôt feel like driving 

to Landers or to Mt. Baldy, it will be plenty dark in your 

own back yard.  Just bundle up in a lounge chair.  Your 

eyes will dark adapt in about 15 minutes.  Look into the 

southern part of the sky, although the Leonids will appear 

from every direction.  Leonids hit the atmosphere nearly 

head on.  Leonids are very fast and many leave persistent 

trails in the upper atmosphere.  You may even see a 

bolide!  If a meteor storm occurs and you are viewing, you 

will never forget it.  

 Garden Notes: Take advantage of the chance to plant 

flowering bulbs now.  Daffodils, Tulips, Freesia, 

Anenomes, Crocus, and Hyacinths. You can buy your 

bulbs now, put them in the fridge or other cool dry place 

until you plant.  You can do some impressive things in 

your flower beds with bulbs.  You can make circles, 

squares, triangles, or any other pattern you can conceive 

of.  Just dig a shallow trench, throw some bone meal or 

other bulb fertilizer, arrange the bulbs, and cover.  The 

winter rains will take care of the rest.  By February or 

March, your efforts will be rewarded.   

 Need a clever and inexpensive gift for the holidays?  

You can put some decorative pebbles in a glass bowl. 

You can get the materials at any Michaelôs or the floral 

supply warehouse on 11th street, just west of Central 

Avenue in Upland.  Bury the bulbs (Daffodils work 

best) in the pebbles with just the tip sticking out.  Donôt 

water until the gift is given, so you avoid a mess.  When 

the gift is given, have the recipient add enough water to 

cover the bulbs about half way.  They should bloom 

indoors in about 3-4 weeks.  

 November 26:  Thanksgiving dinner!  We have a large 

gathering at Rainbow Canyon Ranch, so I cook multiple 

turkeys.  Several years ago, Camille Brandt shared a 

fabulous recipe: Pancetta Crusted Turkey. Out of sight!  

Pancetta is Italian bacon.  Really good bacon.  Hereôs 

the simple recipe:  I like the 12-14 pound turkeys, as 

they are very consistent and easy to work with.  If you 

need additional turkey for turkey sandwiches, then I 

recommend using turkey breasts, which cook up much 

quicker.  I brine all my turkeys for three reasons.  First, 

it gets the bird fully thawed out, which means it will 

cook evenly.  Second, the bird will be very clean, as any 

bad microbes will be destroyed in the salty and acidic 

brine.  Third, the brining process yields a more 

succulent result.  Brining is very simple.  You will need 

a clean five gallon bucket with a lid.  Costs about $4.50 

at the hardware store.  Put two gallons of water in the 

bucket, then add 1 cup of kosher salt, 1 cup of brown 

sugar, 2 lemons, 2 limes, and 2 oranges, quartered, 4 

sprigs of thyme, and 6 sprigs of rosemary.  Put the 

turkey in the brine, put the lid on and secure, then give 

the bucket a good shake.  Brine the turkey on 

Wednesday evening, so it will be ready to go on 

Thanksgiving morning.  You donôt want to brine for 

more than 15-18 hours, as the bird may get too salty.   

Pull the bird out of the brine and give it good washing in 

the sink.  Pat dry and place in the roasting pan.  

 You will need a pound of thinly sliced pancetta. Cover 

the turkey with the pancetta and use plain wooden 

toothpicks to secure the pancetta.  Since pancetta is 

round, you may have to overlap a bit.  The toothpicks 

create small holes which allow the bird to absorb the 

pancetta goodness. Then roast the turkey as you 

normally would at 325 degrees Fahrenheit.  When done, 

the pancetta will be crispy and a perfect appetizer.  Your 

guests can use the toothpicks to eat the pancetta off the 

turkey.  It will be a bit salty, but in a very good way.  

Make sure you let your turkey rest (covered in foil) for 

at least 30 minutes before carving.  This is just enough 

time to make gravy.    

        

               Buon Appetito!  Tony Sears  
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Rancho Cucamonga Criminal Diversion Program 
By WSBCBA Board of Directors, David Goldstein and Will Wooten 

In October of 2015, Michael Ramos, District Attorney for the County of San Bernardino in association with the 

County of San Bernardino Public Defender, launched a pilot program named RISE (Rehabilitation, Intervention, Support, and 

Education Program) in the Rancho Cucamonga Courthouse allowing for a ñpre-pleaò diversion for many low-level 

misdemeanor offenses.  One crucial aspect of the program is that a Defendant charged with an enumerated misdemeanor 

offense (as identified below) may be eligible for a ñpre-pleaò diversionary program. Before being accepted into the RISE 

program, the case will be reviewed by a Deputy District Attorney for eligibility into the program. The diversionary program 

will be administered by Corrective Solutions Inc.   The program will include attendance at all appointment/conferences with 

case managers, payment of program fees ($400), attending a four and a half hour Community Accountability Class, completing 

an additional educational component, community service, as well as full restitution to the victim.   Other conditions may be 

imposed based on the circumstances of the diverted case.  A misdemeanor Defendant who successfully completes his/her 

diversionary program within four months of the date he/she is granted diversion will be entitled to have the matter 

dismissed.   Failure to complete the program would result in the re-initiation of criminal charges by the District Attorneyôs 

Office.                                                                    

Such a program has obvious benefits for the Criminal Defendant who is given an opportunity, when charged with one 

of the enumerated misdemeanors, to have his/her case dismissed without first entering a guilty or ñno contestò plea.  This will 

allow this class of Defendants to have a second chance at having no criminal record of conviction when applying for 

employment, education or other advancement.  The list of eligible offenses are as follows: 

 

List of Misdemeanor Crimes That May 

Be Eligible For Diversion 

 

Penal Code 

 

240    Assault 

242    Battery 

415     Disturbing the Peace 

459.5   Shoplifting 

470     Forgery (under $950) 

476a    NF Check (under $950) 

484    Theft (under $950) 

488    Theft (under $950) 

490    Theft (under $950) 

490.1  Theft (under $950) 

490.2  Theft (under $950) 

496    Receiving Stolen Property (under $950, not a     

   firearm) 

594    Vandalism (under $400) 

602    (a)-(s) Trespass 

647 (f)   Drunk in Public 

 

Vehicle Code 
 

12500   No valid license 

14601   Suspended license (for reasons other than       

      DUI) 

14601.1  Suspended license (fore reasons other than      

      DUI) 

20002   Hit and run (property damage only) 

23103   Reckless driving (non-alcohol related) 

23109   Exhibition of speed   

40508(a) Failure to appear 

General Eligibility Requirements 

 

1. No other charges against defendant in current case 

and no other cases/charges pending. 

2. No prior serious or violent felong conviction. 

3. Not a 290 registrant or currently charged with a sex 

crime. 

4. No Prior felony conviction withing five years. 

5. Not currently on probation, parole, PRCS, 

mandatory supervision, deferred entry of judgment, 

or diversion. 

6. No prior failure to complete diversion withing three 

years. 

7. Eligibility expires if case set for trial. 

 

 

District Attorneyôs Office Retains Discretion To 

Exclude/Include A Particular Defendant 
 

The Deputy District Attorney handling the case retains 

the discretion to not offer diversion to a particular 

defendant for other appropriate reasons, including 

defendantôs record, circumstances of the offense, etc. 

 

Also, in an appropriate case, the Supervising Deputy 

District Attorney retains discretion to offer diversion to 

a defendant who may otherwise be ineligible. 

Continued on page  5 
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Health & Safety Code 
 

11350  Possession of controlled substance 

11357  Possession of marijuana 

11364  Paraphernalia 

11377  Possession of controlled substance 

11550  Under influence 

 

Business & Professions Code                                    Version 9.28.2015 

 

25658(b)  Minor purchasing or consuming alcohol 

25658.5   Minor attempting to purchase alcohol 

25658.625662(a)   Minor in possession of alcohol 

 

Procedurally, the eligibility of the Defendant will be identified by Defense Counsel and the Deputy District Attorney 

at the initial pre-trial appearance following a not guilty plea at arraignment.  Once eligibility is determined the Defense 

Counsel and the Deputy District Attorney will complete a one page questionnaire with the Defendantôs information including 

the charge for which he/she is diverted.   A victim information sheet will be completed where restitution is required.  The 

Defendant will then be provided with an information packet with a referral to the diversionary program.    The Defendant is 

required to contact Corrective Solutions {Program Hotline (855) 274-9688} within 72 hours to schedule his/her diversion 

plan conference and pay a $40 enrollment fee.  A Court date is set six months out to dismiss the case assuming the program as 

well as victim restitution is completed. 

The RISE Program is administered without any costs to the taxpayers of San Bernardino County and is funded by the 

fees paid by the Criminal Defendant. 

 

Rancho Cucamonga Criminal Diversion Program 
(Continued from page 4) 
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2015-2016 Installation of Officers and Awards Ceremony 
 

Michael Scafiddi 

2015-16 Jennifer Brooks 

Lawyer of the Year 

Lynn Houser 

2015-16 Legal Assistant of the Year 

Charles Althouse 

2015-16 Lifetime Achievement Award 

David H. Ricks 

2014-15 WSBCBA President 

Diane M. Hartog 

2015-16 WSBCBA President 

2014-215 WSBCBA Officers 

and Board of Directors 

 

2015-16 WSBCBA Officers 

and Board of Directors 
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