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 As I take on the responsibility of leading the Western San 

Bernardino County Bar Association, I consider all those who 

have previously led this organization.  I stand on the shoulders of 

very good men and women who cared about the improvement of 

the legal profession in the Inland Empire and across the State.  I 

am especially appreciative for Tony Sears and his service.  While 

he and I did not agree on everything in our board meetings I was 

appreciative of his principals and dedication to the members of 

this organization.  Tony and the board improved the organization 

and left it in excellent financial condition and on an upward 

trajectory. 

 It is now my responsibility to take hold of the helm of the 

WSBCBA and direct it in a similar upward trajectory, yet with  

my vision and that of the new board.  So where do we go from 

here?  With the help of our membership, the leadership of the 

board, and our dedicated executive director who helps implement 

everything we do, I believe we can accomplish the following 

goals for the year: 

 1.  Grow our membership by an additional 100 members.  This 

is an important part for improving the quality of our lawyers in 

the Inland Empire and to enhance the comradery of our local bar 

members.  Over the last decade the number of lawyers in the 

Inland Empire has increased, but membership has remained 

relatively constant.  We have one of the best and most active bar 

associations in the Inland Empire and we need more to take 

advantage of what we offer.  So how does growth occur?  Growth 

comes by and through our members.  Ask others if they are 

members already.  Tell them why you are a member and how 

they can benefit from becoming a part of the organization.  

Membership benefits will continue to improve during this year 

and ultimately the small membership fee will look better and 

better. 

 2.     Provide a resource for those looking for employment in the 

legal field and a resource for potential employers to find quality 

employees.  The bar will create a repository for resumes for law 

students, lawyers, paralegals and legal secretaries.   

These documents will be made available to any lawyer or law 

firm looking to hire in the Inland Empire.  Additionally, those 

looking to hire can also submit their job openings to receive 

applicant information.  If we can make it easier to find 

employment in the Inland Empire we will keep better quality 

people here to build our legal community. In conjunction with 

this effort, I hope to get several experienced attorneys to become 

mentors for young lawyers and law students. 

  3. We will continue to upgrade the quality of our 

continuing legal education programs.  To do this, we reach out 

to top quality speakers and presenters.  We will reach out to 

our experienced members to share their time and talents with 

the rest of us.  In addition to the lunch and evening educational 

programs, we will introduce opportunities for members to 

submit written information for CLE credits for minimal cost.  

Finally, we will seek your input for educational ideas.  We 

want to be responsive to your needs, because it is your bar 

association. 

 4. I want to re-institute our previously successful pro per 

mediation program.  This program provided a pro per party, 

normally involved in a collection matter, to engage in a short 

mediation for low or no cost with a member of the Association 

as a mediator.   This program was so successful we were able 

to settle about 85 to 90% of the cases we handled and they 

never returned to the courtôs calendar.  This service cleared 

cases and calendars for our judiciary.  I am hopeful the courts 

will work with us to bring back this program in a slightly 

varied form. 

 5. We will build a fee dispute program for our members.  

This will be designed to be lower cost and accessible to any 

member of the organization or any attorney in the Inland 

Empire. 

 6. Finally, I want to work with local authorities and 

prosecutors to rid our county of the plague of lawyers running 

and capping cases.  This is a grotesque abuse of the trust the 

public puts in us and it must stop.  Most of the attorneys 

participating in running and capping schemes are working 

from outside of the Inland Empire and are not part of our 

Inland Empire bar associations.  These predators are diluting 

all the goodwill and trust we as local attorneys are trying to 

build within our communities. Our lawyers are hit hard by 

these illegal and unfair practices.    

The accident victims, or others who are enticed by these 

lawyers, also pay a high price through bad representation and 

bad advice.  We need to be mindful of these practices and find 

ways to stop it and police our own community to rid this 

scourge that gives us a bad name. 

 On the back side of things, our board will work more closely 

with the judiciary to make sure the bench and bar collaborate 

about issues relevant to the legal community and to those who 

use the courts.  We will also reach out to our counterparts in 

the San Bernardino County Bar Association and other 

associations to build goodwill and coordination of events and 

sharing of ideas.  

 While this is an aggressive agenda, with the help of 

everyone, it is achievable and is set to make this organization 

that much better by the time I pass the helm to the next 

president.               - David H. Ricks 
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     November Almanac 
                             

                                 By Tony Sears 

 

 Fall Back!  Donôt forget to set your clocks back one hour on 
Saturday, November 1, as Daily Saving Time ends at 2:00 a.m. 

on November 2, 2014.  All times Pacific Standard Time (PST), 

which is minus eight hours from UTC (Universal Time 

Coordinated).  Location: 34.1 N, 117.7 W.  The ñFull Beaver 

Moonò occurs on November 6, 2014, at 2:23 p.m. and rises at 

5:04 p.m.  It is so named because it was the time to set out 

beaver traps to insure a supply of furs for the coming winter and 

the making of top hats.  New Moon on November  22, 2014, at 

4:33 a.m.   

 On November 17-18, get ready for the Leonids meteor shower.  

This year conditions are favorable for this major shower, as the 

waning gibbous Moon will rise at set at 2:39 a.m. on November 

18 and thus will not be a factor.  The prime viewing will occur 

in dark sky areas, such as the desert or mountains.  Remember to 

bundle up, as it can get really cold in the wee hours.  The 

downside is that the best viewing time will be after 2:00 a.m. on 

November 18.  

 The Leonids are associated with comet 55/P Tempel Tuttle, 

which last whizzed  through our solar system in 1998.  Look for 

the radiant in the constellation Leo. So even if you donôt feel 

like driving out to Landers or up to Mt. Baldy, it will be plenty 

dark in your own back yard.  Just bundle up in a lounge chair.  

Your eyes will dark adapt in about 15 minutes.  Look into the 

southern part of the sky, although the Leonids will appear from 

every direction.  Leonids hit the atmosphere nearly head on, are 

very fast, and many leave persistent trails in the upper 

atmosphere.  You may even see a bolide!        

Garden Notes: Take advantage of the chance to plant flowering 

bulbs now.  Daffodils, Tulips, Freesia, Anenomes, Crocus, and 

Hyacinths. You can buy your bulbs now, put them in the fridge 

or other cool dry place until you plant.  You can do some 

impressive things in your flower beds with bulbs.  You can make 

circles, squares, triangles, letters, or any other pattern you can 

conceive of.  Like a Valentineôs Day heart.  Just dig a shallow 

trench, throw some bone meal or other bulb fertilizer, arrange 

the bulbs, cover with soil, and finish with a layer of medium or 

small redwood bark mulch.  Give it one good watering and the 

winter rains should take care of the rest.  These bulbs all do quite 

well in containers.  By February or March, your efforts will be 

rewarded.   

November Recipe: Cherry Smoked Turkey Breast.  
Thanksgiving is my favorite cooking day of the year.  In 

addition to my deep fried turkeys and the pancetta crusted oven 

roasted turkey (November 2013 almanac) I start the day off by 

lighting the charcoal at 6:00 a.m.  By 8:00 a.m. I have an 

awesome turkey breast done.  By the time my lovely wife 

finishes off the fresh baked croissants (Trader Joeôs) at 9:00 

a.m., we are having a truly great turkey sandwich!  The 

croissants are frozen.  You place them on a parchment (baking 

paper) covered cookie sheet overnight.  

The croissants rise (ñproofò) overnight and are ready to 

bake in the morning.  This is so popular, we make three (3) 

dozen.  A fresh baked croissant, a bit of Dijon and Mayo, 

and slice of the turkey.  Sublime. 

Youôll need: 

1.  Cherry Wood chunks.  Soak about 8-10 chunks for a 

least an hour, better overnight. 

     If you have a gas grill, use chips and your smoker box. 

The reality is the meats will             only take smoke flavor 

for a half hour or so.  Any more is just a waste of wood, so  

     8-10 chunks will be fine, unless you like the smell of 

cherry wood smoke. 

2.  A new, clean, five gallon bucket with lid (Home Depot, 

ACE, or Loweôs).  Use for 

     brining once, then youôll have a new bucket, which 

extremely useful around the house. 

3.  A bone in, skin on turkey breast, preferably Sheltonôs.  

Anywhere from 6 to 12 lbs. 

     As usual, the staff at Wolfeôs in Claremont, (909)-670-

0247, will set you up real nice.         Pick up some ñRed 

Baronò poultry seasoning as well.   

4. Brine: 

 2 lemons, 2 limes, 2 oranges; all quartered 

 1 cup kosher salt 

 1 cup of brown sugar 

 4 springs (wash first) of rosemary 

 6 springs of thyme 

Combine all in bucket with two (2) gallons of cold water 

(not hot, not warm, tap temperature) and stir it up to 

dissolve salt and sugar.  On Wednesday night, drop the 

turkey breast in the brine.  Put the lid on tight, and give the 

bucket a good shaking. 

On Thursday morning, light up your coals or grill.  Take 

the turkey from the brine, wash it off, dry it off, and trim it 

up.  Place on a clean plate and season liberally with the Red 

Baron and cover up with plastic wrap.  When your coals are 

ready, make an indirect fire.    

Place wet wood chunks on coals.  Place the turkey breast 

on the grill and cover.  In about an hour, open up the lid 

and insert a meat thermometer into the thickest part.  You 

are going for an internal temperature of 165F when 

finished. About an hour and twenty minutes for a small 

one, two plus for a large one.  I pull it off the grill at 155-

160F, due to the fact the temperature will continue to rise, 

briefly, during the cooling process.  When done, place on 

clean plate and cover with foil.  It must rest from 45 

minutes to an hour.  When you slice it, youôll see the 

benefit of letting it rest.  The beauty of turkey is that you 

can make it for two (2) people or have it as an extra for 

turkey sandwiches.   

 

                 

     Buon Appetito!   

                     Tony Sears  
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    The Honorable Joseph B. Campbell Inn of Court 

kicked off its 2014-2015 year with its first meeting on 

Wednesday, October 8, 2014, at 5:30 p.m. at the Castaway 

Restaurant, 670 Kendall Drive, San Bernardino.  The 

program for our first meeting was ñS.B. County Legal 

Aid: Where Itôs Been, Where Itôs Going, and How the Bar 

Can Help.ò 

    The Society is a legal non-profit organization that 

has been serving the public for over 50 years.  San 

Bernardino Legal Aid provides counseling and legal 

services to indigent community members, uphold the 

rights and privileges of the indigent regardless of ability to 

pay. 

    The program introduced Josephina Valdez, a San 

Bernardino native attorney who is the new Executive 

Director of the Legal Aid Society.  Also on the panel were 

Michael Scaffiddi, an attorney serving on the Legal Aid 

Board of Directors, Sarah Powell, an attorney volunteer 

and Linda Lindsey, attorney and Director of Legal Aidôs 

Medical-Legal Partnership with Loma Linda Hospital.    

    Inns member Sarah Powell gave a presentation on a 

pro bono case she handled on behalf of Legal Aid.  The 

case was Satterwhite v. Elliot and was heard in the San 

Bernardino County Superior Court.  Ms. Powellôs client 

was defrauded by the pastor of her church after she turned 

to him for pastoral counseling help after suffering a job 

loss, death of a child and a threatened foreclosure.  The 

Pastor illegally retained over $100,000 of her money for 

his own benefit after convincing his parishioner to sell her 

home and place the proceeds in trust with him.  Ms. 

Satterwhite became homeless and had other members of 

the church turn against her after bad-mouthing by the 

Pastor.  Ms. Powell devoted over 2,000 hours to the case 

and doggedly pursued it to trial over eight years despite 

numerous shenanigans by a now-ineligible to practice 

opposing counsel.   Ms. Powell successfully obtained a 

judgment of fraud against the Pastor and church in June 

2014. 

    Linda Lindsey discussed a new medical-legal 

initiative with Loma Linda Hospital to assist chronic 

patients with legal issues that are contributing to their 

negative health consequences.  

    Mike Scaffiddi noted that the Legal Aid society is 

always in need of professional attorney volunteers.  

 

From the Desk of the President of the  

HONORABLE JOSEPH B. CAMPBELL  

AMERICAN INN OF COURT  

Lisa DeLorme, President 

 

Attorneys may donate legal services at six 

locations with hours convenient to the attorney.  

Volunteering for Legal Aid is an excellent way to gain 

valuable experience for beginning attorneys and a way 

for experienced attorneys to give back to the 

community.   Attorneys answer client questions and 

give advice about the course of action they may 

pursue.  Attorneys also conduct client interviews, 

communicate for the clients, and represent clients in 

court.   The Society is particularly seeking attorneys 

who can handle entire cases; however, volunteer efforts 

at any level are always welcome and appreciated.  

Several Inn members in attendance threw their hat in 

the ring to sign up as volunteers.  If you did not have an 

opportunity to do so at our meeting, but are interested 

in becoming a volunteer at Legal Aid Society of San 

Bernardino, please call 909-381-4633 or email 

legalaidofsb@earthlink.net .  

The program topic for the next Innôs meeting on 

November 12, 2014 is ñSTATE BAR IMPACTS ON 

THE SAN BERNARDINO COUNTY BAR.ò  Our 

speaker is State Bar Board of Trustees, District 4 

Representative, Heather L. Rosing.  This program will 

discuss how the State Bar affects us at the local level 

and allow members to bring up their issues and 

concerns to their representative on the State Bar Board.  

Questions regarding the State Bar, as well as San 

Bernardinoôs representation at the Bar, which you 

would like to see Ms. Rosing address can be emailed in 

advance to Inns Program Co-Chair Justin King at 

jking@rcrsd.com. 

    The November Inns meeting is also the annual 

ñBring an Associateò meeting where members are 

encouraged to bring an associate who may be interested 

in joining the Inn.  Associates attend the meeting as a 

guest of the Inn.  The November meeting is at our 

regular location at the Castaway Restaurant, 670 

Kendall Drive, San Bernardino.   Check-in and 

reception will be underway at 5:30 p.m. with dinner 

service starting before 6 p.m.  Program Presentation 

will begin just after 6:00 p.m.   The meeting will also 

be preceded by a new member orientation at 5:00 p.m. 

mailto:%20legalaidofsb@earthlink.net
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Congratulation Dean Gilbert Holmes 
 

On September 13, 2014,  our very own 

WSBCBA Board Member and Universtity 

of La Verne College of Law Dean Gilbert 

Holmes was presented the very first 

Presidential Recognition Award during the 

State Bar of Californiaôs Annual Meeting held in San 

Diego. 

 

This is the inaugural year for the awards, established to 

honor legal educators and professionals in key areas of 

achievement.   

 

Dean Gilbert Holmes was the first recipient called to be 

presented the honor by outgoing State Bar President Luis 

J. Rodriguez.   

 

Dean Holmes accepted the award by stating ñThis award is 

recognition by the State Bar of the relationship between 

tuition, diversity and access to justice.  I hope this marks 

the beginning of conversations on how we can support and 

strengthen the fundamental principles that make this 

society great.ò 

Congratulations Connie Johnson 
 

Our very own WSBCBA member Connie 

Johnson has received the National Association of 

Legal Assistants (NALA) Affiliate Award for 

California.  The award is given for outstanding 

contribution and dedication to the advancement 

of the paralegal profession through volunteer services to 

NALA affiliated associations. 

 

NALA is a paralegal association spanning the United States.  

Their mission is to provide continuing education and 

professional development programs to all paralegals.  NALA 

provides continuing education materials and events, 

networking opportunities, certification programs and manuals 

to help paralegals excel in the workplace.   

Connieôs recent awards include: 

 

NALA  - National Affiliated Associates Achievement                         

       Award 2014 

CAPA - California Alliance of Paralegal Associations 

       1st Runner Up -  Paralegal of the Year 

NAPW - National Association of Professional Women -  

      Woman of the Year -  2014-2015 

 
 

October 24, 2014 

Happy 20th Anniversary IVAMS  
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2014-2015 INSTALLATION OF OFFICERS  

AND AWARDS CEREMONY  

Rachele Radeleff 

2014-2015 

Legal Assistant of the Year 

Richard J. Tuckerman 

2014-2015 

Lifetime Achievement 

Award 

Gregory Rizio 

2014-2015 

Jennifer Brooks 

Lawyer of the Year 
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2014-2015 Installation of Officers and Award Ceremony 
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