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Welcome New WSBCBA Members 
 

Shawn Benjamin, Esq. 

Caia Cameron - ULV Law Student 

Kathy Gandera, Esq. - Law Office of Kathy M. Gandera 

Justice Jeffrey King, (Ret.) -  JAMS 

Christina Madrid, Esq.  

Mark C. Reinmiller - ULV Law Student  

Barbara Young, RN , LNC - Legal Nurse Consulting 

Roger Zelaya -  Remax Time 

Congratulations to Court of Appeal Justice Appointee Marsha 

G. Slough, recipient of the Judicial Officer of the Year award 

and to Connie Hall, a 30 year employee and Elevator Operator 

for San Bernardino County Superior Court, recipient of the 

Lifetime Recognition Award.  Both are well deserving of their 

respective awards.  I am so sorry I was not in attendance, 

however, that nasty little flu bug got me down for two weeks.  

I understand that I missed out on a spectacular evening.  

 This month is Womenôs History month.  How appropriate 

that we honored two outstanding women from San Bernardino 

during this month. 

 According to Wikipedia, Womenôs History month is an 

annual declared month that highlights the contributions of 

women to events in history and contemporary society.  It is 

celebrated during March in the United States, the United 

Kingdom, and Australia, corresponding with International 

Womenôs Day on March 8 and during October in Canada, 

corresponding with the celebrations of Persons Day on 

October 18. 

 In the United States, Womenôs History Month traces its 

beginnings back to the first International Womenôs Day in 

1911.  In 1978, the school district of Sonoma, California 

participated in Womenôs History Week.  In 1979, a 15 day 

conference about womenôs history was held at Sarah 

Lawrence College from July 13 until July 29, chaired by 

Gerda Lerner, a historian.  It was co-sponsored by Sarah 

Lawrence College, the Womenôs Action Alliance, and the 

Smithsonian Institution.  When its participants learned about 

the success of the Sonoma Countyôs Womenôs History Week 

celebration, they decided to initiate similar celebrations within 

their own organizations, communities and school districts.   

 In February 1980, President Jimmy Carter issued a 

presidential proclamation declaring the week of March 8, 

1980 as National Womenôs History Week.  The proclamation 

stated, ñFrom the first settlers who came to our shores, from 

the first American Indian families who befriended them, men 

and women have worked together to build this nation.  Too 

often the women were unsung and sometimes their 

contributions went unnoticed.  But the achievements,   

leadership, courage, strength and love of the women 

who built America was a vital as that of the men whose 

names we know so well. 

 In 1981, Sen. Orrin Hatch (R-Utah) and Rep. Barbara 

Mikulski (D-Maryland) co-sponsored the first Joint 

Congressional Resolution proclaiming a Womenôs 

History week.  Congress passed their resolution as Pub. 

L. 97-28, which authorized and requested the President 

to proclaim the week beginning March 7, 1982 as 

ñWomenôs History Weekò.    By 1986, 14 states had 

declared March as Womenôs History Month. 

 By March 2001, the Barack Obama administration 

released a report, ñWomen in America:  Indicators of 

Social and Economic Well-Beingò, showing womenôs 

status in the U.S. in 2011 and how it had changed over 

time.  This report was the first comprehensive federal 

report on women since the report produced by the 

Commission of the Status of Women in 1963.      

 It all sounds so easy, when you read a time-line that is 

one dimensional.  However, a closer look reminds us of 

the struggles of women over the years.  In 1908, over 

15,000 women marched united through the New York 

City streets demanding shorter working days, increased 

pay checks and the ability to cast a vote in the elections.  

In Russia, during the World War I, women started a 

strike for ñbread and peaceò to protest the killing of two 

million of their men.  Under such intense pressure the 

Czar finally relented and allowed women the right to 

vote in that country.   

 As I look back in history, at such a long list of 

influential women, I doubt that any one of them thought 

they would be famous because of what they had done.   

 

Continued on page 6 
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March 2016 Almanac 
 

                   By Tony Sears 

 Ontario, California, 117.39 West, 34.4 North.  Remember to 

set those clocks ahead before you hit the hay on Saturday, 

March 12, as the clocks spring ahead one hour at 2:00 a.m. on 

Sunday, March 13.  The days grow longer until the Summer 

(June) Solstice on June 20 at 22:34 UTC.  All times Pacific 

Daylight Time (PDT), which is minus seven hours from UTC 

(Universal Time Coordinated).  

 March Sky:  The March Full Moon is called the ñFull 

Worm Moon.ò  The nearly Full Moon rises at 6:38 p.m. on 

March 22.  The Moon goes full at 5:01 a.m. on March 23, so if 

you watch the giant Worm Moon set at 7:00 a.m. on March 23, 

you will see the Full Moon set.  The Full Worm Moon rises 

again at 7:31 p.m. on March 23.  Celebrate by buying some 

fishing worms and letting them loose in your garden, instead 

using them for bait. 

 Easter Sunday is quite early this year, Sunday, March 27, 

2016.  In Western Rite (Roman) tradition Easter Sunday 

(basically)  is the first Sunday after the first Full Moon after 

the Vernal (March) Equinox.  The Vernal (March) equinox 

occurs this year on March 20, 2016 at 4:30 a.m. UTC (March 

19, 2016 at 9:30 p.m. PDT).  The first Full Moon occurs on 

March 23, so the first Sunday after is March 27, 2016.  The 

Eastern Rite (Orthodox) observes Lent starting on March 14 

and Easter Sunday on May 1, 2016.  Orthodox Easter is 

calculated based on three factors: Use of the Julian calendar, 

first Full Moon after March 21 (a fixed date, rather then a 

floating date, between March 19-22), and it must be after the 

Jewish holiday of Passover.  In 2017, the Western and Eastern 

Easter Sunday will both be observed on April 16, 2017. 

 Garden Notes: You say Tomato, I say Lycopersicon 

Esculentum.  Tomato planting time is upon us.  Start now, add 

3-4 plants per month through August.  By mid-June, you will 

have tomatoes galore until November.  Fresh, tasty, and 

abundant. From salads to sandwiches, to eating off the vine, 

you will have no trouble getting rid of fresh tomatoes.   

 Tomatoes do very well in containers.  Freshen up your 

containers with compost or organic amendments.  Not too 

much nitrogen, or else you will a green monster with no fruit.  

Your local nursery should have a good selection of starter 

plants.  Remember.  You can bury up to half of a tomato plant.  

The buried stalk will start forming roots, which will help your 

plant turn into a tomato machine.  

 Here are some known winners: Green Zebra, Cherokee 

Purple, Mortgage Lifter, Kelloggôs Breakfast, Lemon Boy, 

German Green, Ox Heart, and Brandywine. 

    You can try to plant seeds now, but you will have better 

results if you hold off on starting seeds in Jiffy Packs until 

June, when the weather is consistently warm.  This is a great 

time for tomato growers.  There are dozens of heirloom 

varieties available.  Check out victoryseeds.com.  Sadly, some 

out of state growers cannot ship plants to California due to 

agricultural regulations.   

March Recipe:   

 

Everybody loves cake!  Break out your bundt pan.  This is 

my Meyer Lemon Cake.  A perfect cake to bring your spring 

holiday festivities.   This works best in a bundt pan; I suppose 

you could make cupcakes with this recipe, but I am not sure 

about the baking time for cupcakes.  If you do not yet have 

ñMicroplaneò grater(s), this is your reason to obtain them.  

There are a few sizes.  I have one for zesting and one for 

cheese grating.  Meyer lemons are the chefôs lemon, as they 

have lemony goodness without too much acidity. If you 

cannot get Meyer lemons, then you can use oranges and 

substitute rum instead of bourbon.  

 

Meyer Lemon Cake 
 

Preheat your oven to 350 F. Oil and lightly flour your Bundt 

pan.  Pam baking spray with flour works quite well.  

1 yellow cake mix (18.25 oz)  

1 package (3.4 oz) of vanilla instant pudding mix.  Do not use 

ñsugar freeò, as it wonôt work. 

1 stick butter, melted 

1/4 cup of bourbon 

4 large Eggs 

2 Tbsp. of Meyer Lemon Zest.  Zest the lemons first, then 

juice. 

1 cup of Meyer Lemon juice (youôll need an additional 1/4 

cup for the glaze) 

 

Thoroughly mix all ingredients in a bowl.  Beat for 1 minute.  

Stop, scrape down the sides of the bowl.  Increase speed to 

medium and mix for 2 minutes. The batter will be quite thick.  

Spoon into your greased/floured or Pam sprayed Bundt pan.  

Give the pan a light tap to get rid of any air bubbles.  Bake 

for 45-50 minutes, until the cake starts to pull away from 

sides of pan.  Remove from oven and place on cooling rack.  

Let completely cool or the cake may stick in the pan.  When 

cooled, carefully use a butter knife and go around the edges 

to make sure it is not sticking to the pan.  Place the cake on 

your cake dish or other serving plate.  Then proceed to make 

the glaze. 

 

Glaze and Finish. 

 

½ stick of butter  

½ cup of sugar 

1/4 cup of bourbon 

1/4 cup of Meyer lemon juice. 

Place all ingredients in sauce pan over medium heat, 

stirring constantly and cook for 2 minutes. 

Poke holes in your cake using a wooden skewer.  Slowly 

pour the hot glaze over the cake, down the sides, and the 

middle.  Finish with 2 Tbsp. of Meyer lemon zest 

sprinkled on the cake.  Allow to completely cool before 

slicing.  This is one awesome cake.   

 

Buon Appetito!  Tony Sears  
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The WSBCBA is Working for its Members 
 

By:  David Ricks, WSBCBA Immediate Past President 

 We just finished a great Judicial Officer of the Year event 

where we honored Justice Marsha Slough for her service to the 

San Bernardino County Courts and to the legal community.  

We were also honored to share that stage with Connie Hall, our 

ñElevator Ladyò in the Historic Courthouse.  It was great for 

our membership to recognize someone who may otherwise 

never be acknowledged for the contributions she makes to our 

lives.   

 As for myself, at the last minute before the event, I was asked 

to be the Master of Ceremonies for the meeting.  While I was 

not anticipating being in front of the room that night, I believe 

it was a fitting experience for me.  Over the years, Justice 

Slough and I butted heads many times during the civil and 

family law court consolidation project.  We say things 

differently, yet, in the end, once the decision was made I 

supported her and did not hold any ill-will.  On Thursday night, 

to be the one to hand her the Judicial Officer of the Year 

Award, I felt a degree of closure and peace with the experience.  

It was healthy for us to come together and move forward with 

the future. 

 I want to turn to those who are not members of the WSBCBA, 

or those of us who know non-member attorneys.  (That means I 

am speaking to everyone.)  We need to grow our ranks so that 

the goodwill and mutual support of our member and our 

County can permeate our entire legal community.  When I 

attend our events, I am always so pleased with the way counsel 

from every side come together to enjoy each otherôs company.   

Plaintiff personal injury lawyers are shaking hands and 

laughing with insurance defense attorneys; criminal defense 

attorneys are welcoming to those from the District Attorneyôs 

office; and family law attorneys who fight bitter court battles 

with each other sit at the same table sharing a meal with each 

other.  Additionally, we see members of the bench congregate 

with members of the bar to build a relationship of mutual 

respect.  Following these events, I also hear compliments from 

many visitors, not from our community, who are amazed at 

how well we get along and how happy we seem to be. 

 As a WSBCBA Board we want to extend the opportunity to 

more attorneys to become members of this great organization.  

To that end, since we amended our By-Laws at our March 3 

meeting, we can now offer to all non-member attorneys a free 

membership through October 31, 2016.  Why are we doing 

this?  We believe if an attorney joins the organization, 

participates in our sponsored events, and uses the resources we 

bring to our members, those attorneys will want to continue to 

associate with a great organization, even if they have to pay 

dues for the privilege.  With this new offer, letôs swell the ranks 

with new members, both young and old. 

I want to point out one other service the WSBCBA is providing 

the Courts and litigants.  We have a low cost mediation 

program designed to help attorneys resolve limited jurisdiction  

matters.  If you have a limited jurisdiction matter and do not 

want to pay the costly mediation fees for a professional 

mediator, consider using the WSBCBA Mediation program.  

For the cost of $300.00, for cases involving represented 

individuals for both sides, or $150.00 when one party is self-

represented, you can secure a mediator from the Bar 

Association to help you resolve your claim.  The mediators 

assigned to the case will be attorneys experienced in the area 

of law your matter involves.  The mediator volunteers his our 

her time, about two to three hours, and the fees are paid to the 

WSBCBA. In the past when we started this program in the 

early 2000's we had tremendous success, settling well over 

70% of all cases that would come to the Bar.  If you are 

interested in a low cost mediation, let your judge know you are 

interested in the program.  The courts have the forms in each 

department, or you can get a form from our Association 

directly. 

 We are here for you as your local Bar Association.  We want 

you to feel that your membership is worth every penny you 

spend on it annually.  The Board is committed to provide you 

value in all we do for you.  For those who are members, thank 

you for making that effort.  For those who are not members, 

you now have no excuse not to join and benefit from being a 

part of the Western San Bernardino County Bar Association. 

2016-2017 Officers & Directors of the 

Western San Bernardino  

County Bar Association 

  

The following officers and directors have been 

nominated for our Board of Directors and will be 

elected at the annual business meeting of the 

WSBCBA on June 9, 2015, East Meets West.   

You must be present to vote. 

 

 Officers: 

Daren Lipinsky, President 

Fernando Vargas, President Elect 

Heidi Romeo, Vice President 

Matthew Taylor, Secretary-Treasurer 

Diane M. Hartog, Immediate Past President 

 

 Director(s)-at-Large: 

Angelique Bonanno 

Thomas Dominick 

David Goldstein 

Randal Hannah 

Gilbert Holmes 

Justin King 

Dean McVay 

David H. Ricks 

Mitchell Roth 

Will Wooten 
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       COLLEGE OF LAW  

 

 

 
The Public Interest Law Foundation (PILF) at the University of La Verne College of Law (La Verne 

Law) in Ontario, California invites you to attend our Spring 2016 Silent Auction. PILFôs mission is to educate 

La Verne Law students about careers in public interest and the importance of serving the public. With support 

from the public, we will accomplish our goals, including providing financial assistance to qualifying La Verne 

Law students who have taken public interest externships, offering much needed legal assistance in the Inland 

Empire and surrounding areas.  

We will host our annual fundraiser on Friday, April 15, 2016 in the Ludwick Conference Center at 

the Campus Center at the University of La Verneôs main campus in La Verne, California. The fundraiser 

will consist of refreshments, entertainment, and a silent auction.  The event starts at 6 p.m. 

We welcome your attendance as we take on the task of raising funds for 2016 Summer Grants. We also 

welcome any of your financial support. We accept monetary gifts, as well as gifts-in kind (e.g. gift certificates 

or other unique items). Your donation will be tax deductible; the University of La Verne is a 501(c)(3) 

organization (Tax ID # 95-1644026). In exchange for your donation, you will be recognized in the program 

provided to all attendees to remind them about your generosity. 

If you are interested in attending or would like to donate a gift in -kind, please contact Linda 
Guzman at linda.guzman@laverne.edu.  Monetary gifts may be mailed to:  

 
University of La Verne College of Law 

Attn: Sharilyn Berry 

320 East D Street, Ontario, CA 91764 

OFFICE SPACE FOR RENT 

 
 One office suite for rent.   Located in Rancho Cucamonga just steps from the courthouse.  Building 

features ample parking, and access to a park and tennis courts behind the building. 

 Suite 102 - Approximately 1,500 square feet.  Four private offices, kitchenette, storage closet and a 

large reception/work area. 

 Private ground floor entrance.  Available February 1, 2016.  Rental rate is $1.55 per square foot. 

 Contact Matthew Taylor at (909) 989-7774 for details. 

 

mailto:linda.guzman@laverne.edu
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Iôll just bet they did what they did out of desire and 

need.  Some showed exceptional kindness, such as 

Mother Theresa.  Some showed amazing 

perseverance, such as Clara Barton, nurse, 

humanitarian, founder and first president of the 

American Red Cross.   

 Ms. Barton was painfully shy as a child.  When 

she was three years old, she was sent to school with 

her brother Stephen, where she excelled in reading 

and spelling.   She nursed her brother back to a full 

recovery when she was just 10 years old.  Despite 

her shyness, she became an educator in 1838 for 12 

years.  In 1852, Ms. Barton was contracted to open 

a free school in Bordentown, and was so successful, 

that after a year she had to hire another woman to 

help teach over 600 students.  Both women made 

$250.00 per year, yet the school was such a success 

that the town raised the funds necessary to build a 

new school.  Of course, a man was elected as 

principal of the school, by the school board, 

because such a position was unfitting for a woman.  

Ms. Barton was demoted to ñfemale assistantò and 

worked in a harsh environment until she finally 

quit.  She then went to work as a clerk in the US 

Patent Office, where she became the first woman to 

receive a substantial clerkship in the federal 

government at a salary equal to her male 

counterpart.  She later went to work as an aide in 

the front lines of the American Civil War and was 

appointed by the Union General as the ñlady in 

chargeò of the hospitals.  After the war she ran the 

Office of the Missing Soldiers, toured Europe 

extensively and agreed to open the American Red 

Cross.  Amazing.   

I know many women, much older, who couldnôt do 

anything without the permission of their husbands.   

I know women who had to get permission from 

their husbands to have their tubes tied.  I remember 

very early on in college, one of my professors 

telling me to go home and get married because 

women did not belong in the work force.  

Fortunately, I come from a long line of women who 

believe in ñgirl powerò, so remarks like that only 

showed the ignorance of the commentator.  I 

remember the 80ôs and the 90ôs in the work place, 

and see many changes and differences today. 

Iôm grateful to be alive in a time when women 

donôt have to fight for what they believe or what 

they want to do, and I appreciate all those who  

came before me, as trailblazers, making it so easy to push 

forward.  However, I also believe we have to be diligent so 

as not to move backward. 

So, in honor of all those women who came before me, 

including my grandmother and my mother, who blazed trails 

so we wouldnôt have to; in honor of my colleagues who are 

women and to Justice Slough and Connie Hall, hereôs to 

Womenôs History Month. 

Presidentôs Remarks 
Continued from page 1 

Thank you to all who donated for Connie Hall 

WSBCBA Lifetime Recognition Award 

March 3, 2016 
 

 

Greg Annigian, Esq. 

Soheila Azizi, Esq. 

Angelique Bonanno, Esq. 

Bratton & Bratton  

Toby Bowler, Esq. 

Steven Brown, Esq. 

Alan Carlisle, Esq. 

Elizabeth F. Courtney, Esq. 

Tom Dominick, Esq. 

Olga Fabrick, Esq. 

Robert Falkenthal, Esq. 

Christina Ferrante, Esq. 

Vincent Garcia, Esq. 

Granowitz, White & Weber  

Shelly Hanke, Esq. 

Diane Hartog, Esq. 

Haslam & Thorne 

Heiting & Irwin  

Joyce Holcomb, Esq. 

JosephHowington, Esq. 

Aaron Hudson, Esq. 

Kendall & Gkikas  

Justin King, Esq. 

Daren P. Lipinsky, Esq. 

James Madden, Esq. 

Miles & Hatcher  

Dean McVay, Esq. 

Edmund Montgomery, Esq. 

Richard Muir, Esq.  

Geoff Newman, Esq. 

Beverly Quinn, Esq. 

Charles Richardson, Esq. 

David H. Ricks & Associates 

Delillah Knox Rios, Esq. 

Patrick J. Roger, Esq. 

Heidi Romeo, Esq. 

Mitchell Roth, Esq. 

Vivian Shallito, Esq. 

William Shapiro, Esq. 

David Stringer, Esq. 

Pamela Edwards-Swift, 

Esq. 

Thompson & Thompson 

Richard Tuckerman, 

Esq. 

Fernando Vargas, Esq. 

Jonathan Zitney, Esq. 
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WSBCBA Judicial Officer of the Year and Lifetime Recognition  

March 3, 2016 

 

Left:  2016 Judicial Officer  

of the Year, Honorable Justice 

Marsha G. Slough. 

Right:  Lifetime Recognition 

Connie Hall. 
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WSBCBA Judicial Officer of the Year and Lifetime Recognition  
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What should you be looking for when you need an arbitrator/mediator? 

QUALITY  
The Southlandôs top ADR neutrals. 

 

FAIR PRICES 
No excessive fees or inflated add-ons at IVAMS. 

 

NO TRAVEL TIME CHARGES  
IVAMS panel members see this as a service, 

not as a way to increase your costs. 

 

CONVENIENT LOCATIONS  
IVAMS has offices throughout Southern California. 

 

CHOOSE IVAMS  
CORPORATE OFFICE  

8287 White Oak Avenue, Rancho Cucamonga, CA 91730 

Phone:  (909) 466-1665 Å Fax:  (909) 466-1796 Å E-mail:  info@IVAMS.com 

www.IVAMS.com 


