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Denise Peraza. His girlfriend said she was lucky to ha
REMARKS FROM THE had him in her life.
- A _ Damien Meins age 58, was described as an amazing
Y AW PRESlDEN-lI;(_BD.DEMSE guy by a ceworker. He loved to dress up as Santa for
aA/ = y- biane M. Hartog the local school children and volunteered his time as a
member of a football teal

The Christmas season is upon us once again. For many dfin Mguyen was 31 years old. She was part of a clos
us, we are focused on menu planning, making lists of giftsknit family, who met every Sunday for dinner. Her
stocking stuffers and braving the malls to buy the perfect f r i end descri bed that hel
gift. But for some, especially the families of the victims ofS U n O .
the December 2, 2015 mass shooting in San Bernardino, tHdicholas Thalasinoswas 52. According to his friend,
focus is on their families, the loss of a loved one and grlefhe was passionate about his beliefs and had a heated
l 6m sure each and every o ndscugsipnwithtke shogfenjpst days befogethe t h e
are not focused on the commercial side of Christmas, but shooting.
would probably give up everything they have to bring their Yvette Velascowas 27. She was described as a brigh

|l oved ones back. | 6 m s ur eyounthgsl whoghowed @ Gating heartiacexeryane. dHe

menus and presents, but the lack of presence of their lovel@mily said she was intelligent, motivated, and beautifu

ones. The victims of the horrible and senseless San with sparkling eyes, and an easy smile.

Bernardino shooting incident of December 2, 2015 are as Michael Wetzelwas 37. He had six children and his

follows: wife described him as the most amazing person she
Robert Adams, age 40, described as a prankster, with a knew. He was her best friend and loved by all.

great sense of humor. His wife wants him to be Isaac Amanioswas 60, a father who doted on his

remembered as someone who was positive1 generous, Chlldren, two sons and a daughter and was described ¢
helpful, and who loved everyone. She said he had the @ great human being.
biggest heart ever. | did not know any of these victims. | looked up their
Daniel Kaufman was 42 and described as someone that "ames and came upon an article from CNN.com and
everybody loved, got along with everybody, was the life offead up on their brief bios. As I read their names, tear:
the party, always funny and always creative. came to my eyes. They were loved, had families, brigt
Bennetta Betbadaj age 46, mother of three moved to théutures ahead of them and their lives were cut short.
U.S. from Iran to escape religious persecution. Her husbahs could have been any one of us. And although I di
said that everything she touched bloomed and that she wéit know any of the victims, | grieve their loss. 1 grieve

above and beyond. for their families for their loss. And | grieve for all of us
Harry Bowman, age 46, had two daughters and moved and our society for their loss.

from Pennsylvania to California 15 years ago. Nicolas Thalasinos had a heated discussion with the
SierraClayborn, age 27, was des c shpoteejust days betgre ite shapting Did that lead to

vibrant and always smiling. She loved herjobandloved t he shooti ng? |l donodot |

life. of ideas, it should not have led to this. Mr. Thalasinos

Juan Espinoza age 50, was married, father of two, who was entitled to his beliefs, just as we all are and no one
loved his famlly and his jOb He moved here from Mexico belief should be considered above another. The

in his 2006s, put himself tdnisfad Bobt reeRtl pusiéhed aR dHile tRaf 9 @ n
as an inspector for the SBCO Health Dept. _ hundreds of MuslimAmericans have come together to
Aurora Godoy, was 26 years old. She was married o heLqe ¢jose to $200,000 for the families of the shooting

high school sweetheart and had a two year old son. o e .
Shannon Johnsorwas 45. His girlfriend said he was fun vuiﬂrgzottajxplalnmg that they wanted to respond to evil

loving and kind. He loved people, loved telling stories. A
many of us know, his last act was to protect-avooker, Continued on page 2
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President 6s Re ma theg tith, than some of the other things | have seen.

Continued from page 1 My concern is that we not lump all Muslims into a group

based upon the conduct of a small group of radical
Our nation was established to escape religious individuals who want to harm others. My wish is that we
persecution and based, among other things, upon freedd$€ 0 the occasion and realize and remind those arour
of religion. Over the years, that freedom has been us that we must be careful not to become biased agains
defended. However, onebdsthecngiprgybgcauseioipradicafgwe | s i n hi

her religious beliefs should never be condoned when it | would also like to thank our first responders, of which
leads to heinous acts of violence, or terrorism, which is there were over 300, according to San Bernardino Cour

now happening in our own back yard. Police Chief Jarrod_ Burguan and too many to list here.

Two days prior to writing this article, | was in a local know of one, Lt. Mike Madden, who is the brother of ont
department store, in a very long line, waiting to make anof our local family law attorneys, James Madden, out of
exchange and a purchase. There were two sales clerks\#pland. He was among the first on the scene and work
that department and at least 15 people in line. Theladid&s© assembl e a team and en
at one register had their heads covered and spoke with StOP any further innocent people frpm getting injured an
accents. | have no idea why the delay, perhapsitwasdu® Ssi bly kil l edo, as quot
to a language barrier. Several ladies in front of me startd@cobo. .
to complain and one woman made a derogatory commentt- Madden and all of the first responders deserve
toward Muslims. recognition, but most importantly, our respect. Our first

The sales clerks looked a bit stressed and kept looking'@Sponders handled something they have never had to
up at the line, as did the ladies at the counter. | steppedhandle before and they handled it expertly and quickly.
out of line and told both of the clerks how grateful | was They serve and protect us and as a whole, take a lot of
for their service and that they were earning their money criticism because of the actions of a few. Sound
that day and commented that everyone in line would be familiar? _ _
needing the same attention and would probably be just ad’S We go through this season, | hope we do so with
grateful. | smiled at the women at the counter, they sensitivity to others who are different from us and with
smiled back and | went back to my spot in line, which wanpathy for those who have suffered loss and are
being held by another woman. | was very aware of the Missing their Ioved_ones at _thls time of year when we ar
looks | had gotten by the women ahead of me, but | felt surrounded by family and friends. | hope we are all able
terrible for the ladies at the counter. to reach out to those around us who we know are

After about a minute the woman at the front of the line Suffering loss. - _
apologized to the store clerks and the woman behind her My condolences to the families and friends of the
followed suit. The three women with heading coverings Shooting victims. As for our local first responders, | am
smiled and appeared grateful. | hugged both ladies andS© grateful, thankful and proud of each and every one o
thanked them for brightening the days of the sales clerk&/0U. Thank you.
and the shoppers at the counter. | was careful not to
identify them by their garb or religion, only that they were Merry Christmas and Happy Holidays to all.
ladies and shoppers.

As | thought about it later, | thought about many thing
First, how uncaring people can be. Second, how easy
to forget about the person helping, when we are all so
wrapped up in our own lives. Third, how easy itisto §g*
become biased against those who are different from u<%
Fourth and most important to me, that what happened §
San Bernardino, by the radicalized shooters, had nothi
to do with the women who appeared to be Muslin, at th'
counter at the department store. A

| dondét know much about [&
Christian. Although I know a little bit here and there, | [
havenét taken the time t¢ =
fact that someone believes differently from me has nev.
bothered me muchl prefer to see someone practicing
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3. Wash, chop up, and cook down the leeks: Leeks

Happy New Year B get fat and tasty because the edible (white) part grows
January Recipe ‘Srk in the dirt. So, you need to clean well. Cut the leek

By Tony Sears e B where the white turns to green. The leek leaves can ¢

- _ﬂ in your compost pile. Slice the leeks as you would an

U oni on. Rinse thoroughly

January Recipe: Nothing beats a bowl of soup ona  much dirt gets in the leek as it grows. Cook leeks

cold winter day. Try this Potato Leek Chowder. Itis so down in the Dutch oven using bacon fat or olive oil
good that you will add it to your list. This can also be a until soft, 57 minutes. If there is still too much oil in
social recipe, as one can mind the potatoes whilst the otH8€ pan, you may dab it off using a paper towel.
l ooks after the | eeks. | 64 OptiprahSeur pugh Bread Rowls: et S0 g0
because this is a great recipe to teach kids or novice cheffough rounds. You should have preheated your over
how fresh ingredients and good technique yield tasty 10 425 F. Gently cut a large hole in the top of the brez
results. This soup goes really well with a sour dough bre@fd carefully remove the bread inside, keeping the

bowl. As always, if you have your pans, tools, and crust intact. Tear the removed bread into chunks.

ingredients set out, you can make it in a snap. Place bowls and bread chunks on a cookie sheet and
Potato Leek ChowderServes 46. Prep and cooking time: Place in oven for 145 minutes. o
30 minutes. 5. Now, hereods the fini

Tools: Ch e f 0 sPotatn peélar 4 qt. sauce or stock Of the cooked potatoes and place in bread (or other
pan. This is for boiling potatoesDutch Oven. Go ahead, Soup bowls) to form the chunks of the chowder. Usin
drag out that La Crusette. What are you waiting for? Thigour stick (or regular) blender, add remaining potatoe:
is for cooking the bacon and the leel@tick Blender. A and reserved potato cooking water to the cooked leek
regular blender is okay, just be careful you can only fill it (in the Dutch oven) and puree. The soup should still b

1/73 to | full, or else y@uohot Tempeytee crgamibyagding ang sfifsing in

your hands and a mess in the kitch@alander: for tablespoon of the hot soup to the cream. The cream i

washing up your potatoes and leeks. now tempered and can be added to the hot soup and
Ingredients: 4 cups of water 1 % Ibs Yukon Gold stirred in. Add soup to bread bowl and there you have

Potatoes peeled and cut into chowder size chunks. Try té- . .

keep the chunks uniform in size so they cook evegiy. 6. Garnishes and sides: Grated cheddar and the

fat leeks I f you arendt sur e Baepl Alsg a Mepeslompr zes)ig nice. SaladeTiys

the produce staff at your mark8acon (or Olive Oil). salad of baby arugula with a vinaigrette of your choice

Hmmmmmm. Cut up into 2 inch pieces and cook down 18Vine pick: Sauvignon Blanc.

12 strips of bacon in your Dutch oven. Plain bacon works 7. Spring Holiday Feast Variation: This soup even

best, rather than Applewood or Hickory Smoked. If you better when served cold, as a starter for a spring

are not a bacon person, olive oil works just as well to cooRoliday feast. It is amazing. In such an event, you ma

down the leeks. Two tablespoons will do the trizkkups ~ Wish to tone down or even lose the bacon (cook Leek:

of heavy cream and1/4 cup of White Wine in olive oil), drop the cheese, and puree all of the

Cooking Technique: potatoes. Finish the same way, but let the potatoes a
1. Get the bacon going and preheat the oven to 425F. reserved water cool down first. This is much closer to

Cook bacon in Dutch oven until crispy, drain on paper & classic French cold potato leek soup, rather than a

towels and set aside for garnish (or snacking). Remove dinner time chowder.

from heat (this means turn off the stove!) . Reserve about8. Finally, remember this helpful hint for boiling

two table spoons of the bacon drippings. potatoes: no potato water down the drain, as the starc

Remove remaining bacon fat from Dutch oven and degla¥éll go to about the exact middle of your plumbing

with 1/4 cup of white wine. Leave wine and deglazings inSystem, resolidify, and clog your drains at the worst

Dutch oven and set aside for step 3. possible time, like 9:00 p.m. on December 24, 2000,
2. Wash, peel, cut, and boil potatoes in four (4) cups ofwith a houseful of company. If you are not using the

water, until fork tender. In this recipe, the potato cookingwater for your soup, then let the water cool down and

water forms the base for the soup, which is why we use it in your garden.

measured it. In this recipe, you need to keep the potato

water, for the starch (which thickens the soup) and for the Buon Appetito! Tony Sears

residual heat.
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MAJOR LEAGUE teams end up entering into free agent contracts basec
BASEBALLGOS | N Bpyipastaccomplishments without any measurable
LOOK statistics relative to future performanc&nd due to the
By Justin King WSBCBA fact that so many m_ajor league baseball teams rely or
MAJOR LEAGUE BASEBALL Board of Director the longball as a primary means _of manuf_acturlng
and Oliver King runs, the story of free agency is littered with power

hitting signees who are past their prime and paid

In March of 2011, a Sports lllustrated article entitted =~ massive amounts of money until AARP benefits
ARoyal s, Flusho predictedVathat the Kansas City RO
be crowned World Series Champions in 2025the time, The 2015 World Series evidenced the fact that an
such a bold assertion sounded outrageous; throughout tHg€eological shift has occurred within major league
first decade of the twenfjrst century the Kansas City ~ baseball in terms of the means by which a winning
Royals lost 10@james in four separate seasos.what baseball teams are construct&tihile teams continue
foundation could possibly support such a seemingly to spend big money on payrolls, throughout the leagut
ludicrous projection?A roster constructed not through freethere is a greater emphasis on the development of a
agency but from the finest farm system in MLB, along witRuality farm system with teams less inclined to part
a style of play that relies on good pitching, defensive ~ With young talent in exchange for potential free agents
fundamentals, firspitch hits, and advancing basenners ~ Between the years 2006 through 2015, the rate at

ninety feet at a time. which teams with the ten highest payrolls made the
The Major League Basebal |plawifsgipppedsost3%inticiesingly, @agardngta )
won the right to free agency in December of 19This Sports lllustrated, while the last place Boston Red So»

was a huge victory for the players because contracts werBasbthe third highest payroll entering the 2015 season
l onger governed by the #fr éelkapsasCitycRoyals anédNew Yosk Metg | et
prevented players from negotiating with other teams for a'espectively were seventeenth and twefirst on the
prescribed time period following the expiration of each  list of 30 MLB franchises Perhaps more remarkable, a
contract; this essentially allowed clubs to bind a player toduick glance at the rosters of each team reveals a
one team.Instead, free agency was an opportunity for ~ plethora of homegrown talent; the Royals had 11
players with at least sixears of experience to sell their ~homegrown players on the World Series roster, while
services to the highest b ihaMesshad 14, threerobvdrgm excglledyaughoue
to increase oneo6s sal ary thapayoffsas leagders obthg starting pitchigderefagign
competition among potential employers. History illustrates that there are many recipes to buil

Baseball is the only major sport in the United States tha World Series champion/hile the New York Mets
does not have a salary cap limiting the amount of money relied on a dominating pitching staff, the Kansas City
eachteam canspendonpayrafh i | e basebaRo¥al § uklugyed fAsmall bal
tax operates as a quasip on salaries, the richer teams  baseball premised on putting the bat on the ball and
overcome this soft limitation by simply paying the league a@dvancing baseunners into scoring position through
office a percentage of the money that exceeds the threshefi@len bases, sacrifices and situational
which in 2015 was set at $189 million per hitting. Common to both though, is a core of young
team. Consequently, for many years winning in major ~homegrown talent that will be there for years to come.
league baseball was directly related to the amount of fund
each club was willing to spend on its rostéeams like the
New York Yankees and Boston Red Sox relied almost
exclusively on mega free agent contracts intended to deli
immediate resultsin fact, between the years 1995 and
2005, teams among the ten highest payrolls made the
playoffs 66% of the time.

With that said, success within the free agent market
ultimately comes down to the ability to accurately project
the unpredictabl e cWhiler se o
executives can look to the careers of similarly situated
players for helpful precedent, more often than not
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Presiding Justice argument. This program was wediceived by the
Manuel A. Ramirez attorneys who argued their cases before this court.
) After Justice Ramirez was elevatée, perfected the

tentative opinion program by providing all attorneys of

On December 27, 1990, Justice Ramirez was sworn fgcord with a copy of the tentative opinion and not just
as the presiding justice of the California Court of Appealthe parties who request oral argument. Having a copy o
Fourth District, Division Two. The Justice was the first the tentative opinion is invaluable to the litigants as the)
HispanieAmerican Presiding Justice of the California  prepare their cases for oral argument or choose to waiv
Court of Appeal and is the longest serving Presiding  oral argument if the law is clearly against their position.
Justice in this division and the second longest serving This process allows cases to be finalized much sooner
Presiding Justice in California among those currentlyinand removed from the cour
office. Since his appointment, Justice Ramirez has authore
When Justice Ramirez was elevated to the Appellatemore than 5,000 opinions, averaging 200 per year. Justic
Court,there was a very large back log of casgs.help Ramirezis very grateful for the invaluable work of the
alleviate the backloglusticeRamirezcollaborated with  research attorneys who have assisted him throughout h

attorneys Ken Glube and Kurt Seilder to lay the tenure at the court, including Jean Landry, Patricic
foundation fora mandatory appellate settlement Cisneros, Carmela Simoncini, Donna Hecht, and Nanc
conference program. The keystone of the settlement  Smoke, who recently retired after 30 years with the
program in 1991 and today is a panel of volunteer court. Justice Ramirez is also very appreciative of th
attorneys that mediates the cases. 75 to 80 members frimaaluable service given to him by his current Judicial
both Riverside and San Bernardino County Bar Assistant Lisa Long and retired Judicial Assistant

Associations have volunteered hundreds of hours to theMargaret Melanson.

program. Since the program was implemented in June  When Justice Ramirez was first appointed, Division
of 1991,approximately 1500 cases have been settledwo was located in downtown San Bernardino, a block
saving hundreds of millions in costs for the court from the Historic Courthouse. In 1999, the
and litigants. Justice Ramirez credits Jackie Hoar, Appellate Court moved to downtown Riverside. The Justice
the settlement coordinator, for her remarkable talemhonitored and was intimately involved in the design and
in running the program. In 1996, Justice Ramirez bui | di ng of Cal i f alone iappéllate f
was the recipient of the Ralph N. Kleps Award by court. For the bare walls of the court, the Justice secure
the Judicial Council, which recognizes innovators donations and loans of artwork from various art
committed to improving access to justice by solvingoundations, museums, and artists.

common problems. In 2000, Justice Ramirez received the James

Il n addition to the ApHe |KliegéreVeriGrivusr Sedise Amad ffomt ther
settlement conference program, another way the backl®iverside County Bar Association (RCBA). The
has been reduced is by streamlining appellat&rieger award is presented to a select few RCBA
procedures. One of the procedures implemented was teembers that have demonstrated a lifetime of service t
have a staff attorney perform an early review of evergthe community beyond the RCBA. The award is not
civil notice of appeal for timeliness and appealability.presented every year. Instead, it is given only when th
Don Davio, the longest serving Managing Attorney inextraordinary  accomplishments  of  particularly
Californiadbs history, a | @epegving Wdividlials cArsesol tse tateention of e awvard
Attorney Susan Streble, initially review the cases and¢ommittee.
remove untimely or nonapp e addsteeoRarmirezovasshe drivirfg fo@embehind two new
workload. Along with Don and Susan, Justice Ramirezducational components of the court. The first is the
is also grateful for the outstanding clerks of the couri Out r each Pl uso0o program in
who assist in every aspect of an appeal, including Henmyigh school campuses. After oral argument, the justice:
Cisneros, who has retired from the court, and currendtop by classrooms and engage the students in discussio
clerk Paula Garcia. about the law.

The hallmark of the Fourth District, Division Two, Justice Ramirez also created the John G. Gabbe
is its tentative opinion program. Justice ThomaHistorical Oral Argument and Lecture Series in which
Hol |l enhorst was the f or c edisthgibhedn atorrieys i @hactC orall rafgunent @a@nc
provide the parties who request oral argument with &ndmark high court decisions.

copy of the courtés tentative Op(ijoﬁ]tihugdrbnpggre-izor to or ¢
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Western San Bernardino
Holiday Celebration December 11, 2015
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