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  So whether it is working in the garden or clearing your desk, 

have at it!  Yes, it may seem insurmountable, like capturing 

the Ceryneian Hind. Yes, there are many other things you 

could do.  Yes, there are better places to spend your time than 

trying to clear your desk.  Your reward will be a clear patch of 

ground, upon both which your 2014 crops and practice can 

grow.  So take heart, my friends, your hard work will pay off.   

 While on the topic of getting the New Year off on the right 

foot, join us for one or both of our January MCLE sessions.  

You can pick up six (6) hours of participatory credits in a very 

nice setting.   

 The first will be held at ULV College of Law on Saturday, 

January 18, 2014, from 9:00 a.m. to Noon.  The program 

“Negotiations with Difficult People” will be lead by Hon. 

Christopher Warner (Ret.) and Master Mediator, Timothy 

Corcoran.   Coffee and donuts/muffins will be provided.  

What a great way to spend a rainy Saturday morning! 

The second is the “Ethics, Bias, and Substance Abuse Blitz” 

on Thursday, January 23, 2014, from 6:00 to 9:00 p.m., at 

ULV College of Law.  Tim Corcoran will moderate this event, 

with Gemma George and Phyllis Pollack on the Elimination 

of Bias, Hon. John Pacheco on Ethical Issues for Litigators, 

and James Heiting on Substance Abuse in the Legal 

Profession.  See this month’s bulletin for further details. 

 Finally, you have by now received your annual membership 

renewal.  Please take the time to renew your WSBCBA 

membership.  For those you who are not yet members, I urge 

you to consider joining our fine organization.  Considering the 

many benefits of membership, our modest annual membership 

dues are a great value.  For a full list of member benefits and 

an application to join, please go to our newly revised and 

information filled website, wsbcba.org. 

 If you have any questions or comments, please do not 

hesitate to contact me.  My telephone is (626)-334-4900 and 

my e-mail is tony@nitwik.com.   

                    

                    See you in court!  Tony Sears 

WELCOME  

Western San Bernardino County Bar  

Association’s New Members: 

 
Valerie Morris, Esq. — Law Offices of Vivian L. Schwartz 

Vanessa Gnekow, Esq.—Law Offices of Vincent B. Garcia 

Roy A. Barry, Esq. — Barry and Barry 

Donald L. Mowery, II—1 Advanced Appraisal, Inc. 

    Happy New Year!   
 

This month’s topic:  

Clearing Out Your Garden 

(and your desk). 

 I work a fairly large garden at  

Rainbow Canyon Ranch, located 

on the banks of the San Gabriel  

River. There are established oak 

trees and native plants that need 

virtually no attention, except to  

be admired.  I tend roses, grape vines,  

and fruit trees, which need attention at  

key times of the year.  The field greens and row crops need constant 

attention.  As beautiful and productive as my garden is, it needs constant 

attention to detail.  The crops for winter and spring need to be planted.  The 

corn stalks need to be cut.  The spent tomato plants need to be dug up.  The 

grape vines do not prune themselves.  The drip irrigation system needs a 

tune up.  The fruit trees have to be laced out.  The berry canes need to be 

tied back.  Manure needs to be spread.  Don’t get me started on weed 

control.  Which is more fun, dealing with a Bermuda grass invasion or 

responding to 135 contention interrogatories?  Remember, you can’t spray 

Roundup on the interrogatories to make them go away. 

 The garden goes through daily, monthly, and yearly phases.  Now is the 

time of year to do the grunt work in the garden.  I may start out slow, but by 

the end of the day, my efforts are inevitably rewarded.  The next round of 

heirloom lettuces, bok choi, leeks, and arugula are all planted.  The berry 

canes and grape vines are pruned and ready for the spring.  The roses have 

been pruned and will be in bloom soon enough.  The irrigation is working 

properly.  Those Key limes and Meyer lemons sure taste good.  

 The practice of law is quite similar.  We all have hourly, daily, weekly, 

monthly, and yearly projects that need our kind attention to detail.  New 

client today at 4:30 p.m.  Court appearances in Temecula, Victorville, and 

Santa Ana this week, two at the same time.   Those dreaded discovery 

responses are over due.  Monthly time sheets are due. Yearly financial and 

tax work needs to be done.  Trial date in major case in March.  It can seem 

overwhelming at times.   

 As with the garden, now is the time of year to do some grunt work in your 

practice.   With the holiday season upon us, and the year winding down, 

now is the perfect time to shut your door and clear your desk.  Take 

advantage of the fact the nights are long this time of year.  Close out the file 

that you just can’t seem to get rid of.  We all have at least one.   Box up 

those closed files from 2001.  Get your calendar caught up.  Go through 

your Rolodex.  Clear all your old e-mails.  Trust me, at first it may seem 

like cleaning the Augean stables, however, your diligence will be rewarded. 

Be always at war with your vices, at peace with your 

neighbors, and let each new year find you a better man.  

              ---Benjamin Franklin  
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 a Coyote.  We lost Mr. Orange, a wonderful tabby, because he was 

too friendly for his own good.  A neighbor’s dog found Mr. Orange 

about a week later, just enough left to know it was him.  If you have 

outside cat(s), make sure they have a couple of safe places to hide, 

such as, on the roof, under an eave, or via a cat door into the garage. 

  Unlike the very skittish Wolf, Coyotes are highly adaptable to 

urban environs.  We live in Claremont, just south of the 210 

Freeway.  Just down the street, one of the neighbors had a den of 

coyotes living under their deck.  They claimed they did not know, 

which I find nearly impossible to believe.  The smell alone would 

have been a dead giveaway.   Of course, it being Claremont, the 

animal control did not trap or kill the Coyotes.  They threw tennis 

balls soaked in ammonia under the deck to flush them out, which 

worked, only to disperse the Coyote family into the neighborhood.  

Coyotes can easily establish a den in an overgrown suburban back 

yard.    

 Unless harassed, Coyotes will quickly lose their fear of humans.  

Southern California leads the nation in reported Coyote/Human 

interactions.  Coyotes have recently been reported to stalk small 

children and confront people walking small dogs.   If you encounter 

a Coyote, do not turn your back on it.  Make noise, waive your arms, 

and get in touch with your primitive self.   Think of Robert De Niro 

in Taxidriver. 

 Recipe of the Month:  Rabbit Stew and Road Runner Wings.  Just 

kidding.  

 Cheesy Leek Quiche-Serves 8, takes about 1 hour. 
 Real men do eat quiche.  One of the first recipes my mom taught 

me was a simple quiche Lorraine.  If you like something savory with 

your morning coffee, this is the ticket. Go ahead and double up this 

recipe, because frozen pie crust shells (always get deep dish!) come 

in two (2) packs.  Like Lasagna or Tamales, for the mess you make 

for one, you might as well make two.  One for you, one for the office 

staff. 

 It is crucial that you “blind bake” the crusts first.  If you have a pie 

chain, then you know what to do.  The rest of us should take some 

parchment paper (or foil if need be) and place it in the frozen shell, 

then place pie weights or dry beans on the paper to weigh it down.  

This will set the crust and make certain it stays dry and flaky when 

you add the wet quiche filling. This recipe is for one (1) savory 

quiche, featuring three of the fabulous Alum sisters: Leeks, Onions, 

and Green Onions/Scallions.  Sorry Garlic and Shallot, you’ll get 

your chances later. 

 Pre heat your oven to 425 f.   One (1) frozen 9 inch deep dish pie 

crust, blind baked at 425 for 15-20 minutes.  Remove crust(s) from 

oven. 

  3-4 medium (2-3) large Leeks. Use the white and light green. 

Slice into 1/4 inch rounds and thoroughly wash.  I just put water in 

the sink and wash cut leeks this way.  The grit will sink. 

 ½ Red Onion, cut into half moon slices. Or, if available, get a Maui 

Sweet Onion, or one of the locally grown genetic Maui Onion.  

Although we do not have the same volcanic soil (iron rich) as the 

Valley Island, these onions are fantastic, on par with the famous 

Vidalia onion from Georgia.  A Texas sweet onion is also a good 

choice.  

 2 bunches of Green Onions, chopped thickly.   

 In a large skillet or saucier, add 2 tbsp. of butter or olive oil, the 

leeks-onions-scallions, and 1 tsp. of kosher salt.  Saute (medium high 

heat) for five minutes, then reduce heat and cook until tender, 20-25 

minutes.  Turn off heat.  It is important that you really cook the leek-

onion-scallion mixture until tender.  This tames the flavors and 

yields the savory aspect.  

                           

                                  Continued on page 4 

  All times Pacific Standard Time (PST), which is minus eight (8) 

hours from UTC (Universal Time Coordinated).  Location: 34.1 N, 

117.7 W.  All astronomical data courtesy of the United States Naval 

Observatory website: www.usno.navy.mil.  

 January Sky.  The first New Moon of the year occurs on Monday, 

January 1, 2014,  at 3:15 a.m.  Look for Jupiter high in the sky all night.  

If you have some nice binoculars, see if you can spot the Galilean 

moons, Io, Europa, Ganymede, and Callisto.  Io is the toughest, due to 

its tight orbit.  Venus remains quite prominent in the south western sky 

at dusk.  Look for Venus hanging near the thin crescent Moon on the 

evening of January 2, 2014. 

 The January Full Moon is known as the “Full Wolf Moon”. The Full 

Wolf Moon rises at 5:04 p.m. on Wednesday, January 15, and goes full 

shortly thereafter at 8:53 p.m.    

 Year of the Horse.  The Year of the Horse kicks off (please pardon 

my pun) with the sighting of the second young Moon of January 2014, 

on January 31, 2014.  Without enduring a seventeen (17) part series on 

Chinese Astrology, you can calculate Chinese New Year as being the 

second new Moon after the Winter Solstice (December 21).  This year is 

fairly early.   Those born in 1930, 1942, 1954, 1966, 1978, 1990, and 

2002, are all born in the Year of the Horse.  Gung Hay Fat Choy! 

 Creature of the Month: There are lots of interesting critters that live 

around our area.  This month’s creature is the Coyote. Canis Latrans.  

Wile E. Coyote, Super Genius, is how he used to introduce himself.  In 

reality, Bugs Bunny would not have much of a chance against a Coyote, 

let alone a wiley Coyote.   The Greater Road Runner has much better 

luck, as apparently even in 2014, the coyotes have yet to figure out how 

to catch one.   I wonder if Wile E. still gets his gadgets from “ACME” 

or whether he is outsourcing his contraptions from China?  Maybe he’ll 

get an App for the that. 

 The Coyote is one of nature’s greatest success stories, ranging from 

Panama to the Arctic Circle in far Northern Canada.  Coyotes have been 

around for a long time, back to the Pleistocene era, about 1.75 million 

years ago, with the Wooly Mammoth and Dire Wolf.  There are 

nineteen (19) known subspecies of Coyote in this vast range.  Five (5) of 

those subspecies are known in California.  There are two (2) in this area.  

Canis Latrans Clepticus, aka “San Pedro the Martyr Coyote” which 

ranges from Northern Baja to Orange County.   Canis Latrans Orcophus 

aka “California Valley Coyote” is found west of the Sierra Nevada.  

With a top speed of 43 mph and 4 meter (13 ft.) leaping ability, a 

Coyote is serious predator.  The largest Coyotes on record weigh in 

about 75 lbs. and get up to 1.7 meters in length.  Groups of Coyotes are 

referred to as a “band”, a “pack” or a “rout”. 

 Coyotes will eat just about anything, especially in a suburban 

environment.  Fallen fruit, nuts, berries, cat food, cats, dog food, little 

dogs, rats, lizards, insects, you name it.   A scat analysis from the 

Claremont area found that the local Coyotes rely heavily on outdoor pet 

food in order to survive the winter and spring months.  So please do not 

leave any pet food outside, night or day.  A Coyote can easily hop your 

wall, eat Fluffy’s lunch (if not Fluffy herself) and be gone, silently, in 

about a minute.   

 Unless you have a pack of ravenous hounds, like Mr. Burns, you do 

not want to have your dog(s) tangle with a Coyote.  Your dog will lose 

and you will either have a large Vet bill or a dead dog, and a course of 

rabies shots for your valor.  Cats have virtually no chance if caught by 

January AlmanacJanuary Almanac  
By: Tony SearsBy: Tony Sears 
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 2013 Toys for Tots Holiday Celebration 
A special thank you to everyone who donated to help make a child’s Christmas brighter. 
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January Almanac 
Continued from page 2 

 

Whisk together 1 tbsp. of flour, 3 large eggs, 1 cup of half & half, ½ 

tsp. kosher salt, and 2 cups total of any of the following grated 

cheeses: Sharp White Cheddar, Pepper Jack, Extra Sharp Cheddar, or 

Monterey Jack.  Stir in 3/4 of the onion mixture and combine.  Pour 

into pie shell and sprinkle the remaining onion mixture on top, along 

with a bit more grated cheese.  Bake at 425° until a toothpick comes 

out clean, 20-30 minutes.  Cover the crust edges with foil or a crust 

cover (a ring of aluminum that covers the crust to keep it from 

burning).   

 Let the quiche(s) cool on rack for at least 15 minutes if serving for 

dinner, along with a chilled Sauvignon Blanc and a green salad.  If 

you are going to have it for brunch, let it cool down an hour, cover in 

plastic wrap and then foil, place it in fridge.  Wrap it tight and freeze 

if you want.  The microwave is the easiest way to re-heat.  Try a 

splash of Tapatio sauce on the quiche. 

 

        Buon Appetito!  Tony Sears 

   

 
WSBCBA ROBERTA SHOUSE 

SCHOLARSHIP FUND 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 The Western San Bernardino County Bar Association is 

pleased to announce the establishment of the “WSBCBA 

Roberta Shouse Legal Aid Scholarship Fund,” to be 

awarded annually at our Judicial Officer of the Year 

Dinner each Spring to one or two deserving law students 

who will be spending their summer working for the Legal 

Aid Society of San Bernardino.  Donation forms are 

available in this month’s newsletter.  Please fill out the 

form and return it to the Bar office, indicating which 

amount you would like to contribute to the upcoming 

March, 2014 scholarship recipient and which amount you 

would like to donate to the general scholarship endowment 

fund.  
  

 Roberta Shouse was awarded the WSBCBA Legal        

Assistant of the Year Award posthumously at last month’s 

Installation Dinner.  Roberta was the Executive Director of 

Legal Aid San Bernardino from its inception in 1978 until 

her death on July 4, 2013.  The society provides the 

poorest in the county with access to justice.  She was a 

lifetime   resident of San Bernardino and she received her 

AA degree in sociology from Valley College in 1964.  She                

administered the clinic for 35 years, providing free or       

low-cost legal services to poor families throughout San  

Bernardino County.                                                      

 

 Roberta also served on the San Bernardino County and 

California Commissions on the Status of Women, chaired 

the county Civil Service Commission, and was involved in 

many charities, public services, and hosted a weekly public 

access TV program entitled Legal Issues.  

 

 Our first scholarships will be awarded on March 27, 

2014, when we will honor the California Chief Justice, 

Tani Cantil-Sakauye, with our 2014 Judge of the Year 

Award.   

 

 Please contact us should you have any questions           

concerning this new scholarship fund. 

                  Thank you, 

               Dean McVay 

               Immediate Past President 

See WSBCBA Robert Shouse  

Scholarship Fund Donation Form on page  5 

More Toys for Tots fun 
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YES, I/We would like to donate to the “Western San Bernardino County Bar Association Roberta Shouse 

Scholarship Fund.”  Please accept my contribution to this fund. 

 

NAME_____________________________________________________________________ 

AGENCY/COMPANY (if applicable)_____________________________________________ 

ADDRESS__________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

Amount of Contribution: $_________________________ 

Optional - This contribution is in honor of: 

NAME_____________________________________________________________________ 

PLEASE MAKE YOUR CHECK PAYABLE TO: 

WSBCBA Shouse Scholarship 

PLEASE MAIL THIS FORM WITH YOUR CHECK TO: 

Western San Bernardino County Bar Association 

WSBCBA Roberta Shouse Scholarship Fund 

8291 Utica Avenue, Suite 102 

Rancho Cucamonga, CA 91730  

Please designate:  

Contribution given to specific Scholarship - 2014 Scholarship Recipient:  $______________ 

Contribution given to general Scholarship - General Fund: $_______________ 

 

 

 

This is a tax-deductible charitable donation.   

Tax ID #:  33-0172529 
 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR DONATION! 

WSBCBA ROBERTA SHOUSE 

SCHOLARSHIP FUND 

DONATION FORM 
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University of La Verne College of Law 

La Verne Law Mentor/La Verne Law E-Mentor/La Verne Mock Interview Program 
 

 

Remember when you were a law student and you were filled with questions: What kind of law should I 

practice?  Where should I work?  How do I get a job?  What is the practice of law really like?  Now is your chance 

to help a current student who may be facing those same questions! La Verne Law has multiple exciting 

programs:  the Mentor Program, the E-Mentor Program, the Mock Interview Program and attorney guest speaker 

panels.  

 

La Verne Law Mentor Program 

 

The La Verne Law Mentor Program allows experienced attorneys to offer their guidance to La Verne Law students 

who are interested in the mentor attorney’s practice area.  Mentors should be open and excited about sharing their 

experiences with a La Verne Law student.  The time commitment required for the program is minimal, each mentor 

is asked to meet with his or her student for an hour or two, once or twice a month from January 2014 to April 

2014.  While personal meetings are strongly encouraged, mentors may also choose to communicate with their 

students by phone or email.  Suggested activities include lunch or coffee, attending a bar association event together, 

or allowing your student to shadow you on the job.   

 

The La Verne Law Mentor Program will kick off with a Mentor Reception at La Verne College of Law on 

Thursday, January 30, 2014 from 5 p.m. to 6:30 p.m.  Although the reception is not required, it is an excellent 

opportunity to both meet your protégé and mingle with other local attorneys.   

 

La Verne Law E-Mentor Program 

 

Would you also like to be an E-Mentor?  E-Mentors are available to answer quick career related questions emailed 

to them by our students and alumni.  With your permission, we list your information in a private database that is 

accessible only to our current students and alumni.  They in turn can send short emails to you to ask questions and 

seek career advice.   

 

La Verne Law Mock Interview Program  

 

La Verne Law also has a Mock Interview Program.   Students will come to your office at a convenient date and 

time preselected by you so that they may practice their interviewing skills with you.   Mock interviews generally 

last about 15 to 20 minutes with about 10 to 15 minutes of feedback.    

 

La Verne Law Attorney  Panels 

 

La Verne Law also hosts attorney panels.  Share your expertise by sitting on a career panel. Your valuable practice 

experience can positively impact our law students.  

 

Registration  

 

If you would like to participate in any of these worthwhile programs, please fill out the registration form on page 9 

of this bulletin and return it to our office no later than Friday, January 10, 2014.  If you need further information 

about any of these programs, please contact me at (909) 460-2016 or via email at afarnsworth@laverne.edu.   

                                              

                                            Sincerely,  

 

                                            August Farnsworth 

mailto:afarnsworth@laverne.edu
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Celebrating 35 Years of 

Success Serving The Inland 

Empire Legal Community 

 

 

 

YOUR PARTNER FOR SUCCESS 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Is This Your Current 

Document Workflow? 

 

Upgrade Now Program! 

 

 

 

Samsung Galaxy Tablet 

With Every Purchase Of A 

Kyocera TASKalfa MFP 

 

The latest Kyocera TASKalfa Document 

Management Systems gives your business the 

ability to:  

Revolutionize your current document workflow.  

You can name and store documents directly to               

their final destination folder in one easy step. 

Directly store critical documents to a secure 

cloud based server.  

And Much More! 

 

 

  

The National RAM Business Systems “Upgrade 

Now” program is designed to give you the 

opportunity to upgrade your current outdated 

office equipment, to a state of the art Kyocera 

TASKalfa Document Management System. In 

most cases we can lower your current lease 

payment, lower your operational costs and 

completely “pay off” your current lease with no 

upfront costs to you.  

Printer/Copier/Network Scanner 

 175 Page Dual Scan Document Feeder 

 Scan Speeds Of Up To 160 Pages Per 

Minute 

 1,000 Sheet Three Position Stapling 

Finisher 

 Scan To Email, Folder, FTP Server, 

USB  

 Print From Scan To iPhone, iPad and 

Android 

 Optional Business Applications 

 

$0 Down Only $159.00 Per Month 

Please call one of our “Legal Service 

Experts” for a complimentary cost 

savings analysis. 

866-621-9554 
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WSBCBA MEMBERS: 

If you have a suggestion for 

an MCLE topic, speaker, or 

know somebody who is 

interested in speaking at 

one of our luncheons, 

please  

contact Deva Mora at the 

Bar Office. 

Phone: (909) 483-054  

Fax (909) 483-0553 

E-mail:  

devamora@wsbcba.org 

   

   

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OFFICE SPACE:OFFICE SPACE:OFFICE SPACE:         Central  

Village, Upland Office, secretarial area, 

conference room, private bathroom, free 

parking and  

common area shared with 1 other 

attorney.  $950.00/month.   

(909) 982-5962. 
OFFICE SPACE:OFFICE SPACE:OFFICE SPACE:    There is a number of 

office spaces available at this classic law 

office building located in Ontario for 1 to 

6 attorneys. A lease rate of $1 per square 

foot makes this an extremely good value. 

The office spaces available range from 

200 to 2,000 sq ft. Included in the rental 

are a receptionist, reception area, two 

conference rooms, a law library, kitchen 

and some storage areas. There are  

copiers, a fax, high speed internet and a 

scanner available for use at a nominal 

charge. This is an exceptional value for 

an attorney or group of  attorneys looking 

for office space that has all of the  

amenities needed. The offices are  

conveniently located in Ontario with easy 

access to the 10 and 60 freeways. For all 

inquiries call (909) 395-0909, ask for 

Shannon. 

CLASSIFIEDSCLASSIFIEDSCLASSIFIEDS   

 

Save the dates: 
 

Negotiations With Difficult 

People And How to Get Past 

Impasse In Mediation  

MCLE 3.0 Credits 

January 18, 2013 

 

 

Ethics, Bias and Substance 

Abuse Blitz 

MCLE 3.0 Credits 

January 23, 2013 

 

 

Judicial Officer of the Year 

March 27, 2014 
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-ATTENTION- 

 

The Western San Bernardino 

County Bar Association has a 

new mailing address: 

8291 Utica Avenue, Suite 102 

Rancho Cucamonga, CA 91730 

The PO Box address is no longer 

available.   Also, the WSBCBA 

has a new email address: 

devamora@wsbcba.org 

The westernbarassoc@aol.com has  

been cancelled. 

Please update your records 

accordingly. 

Thank you. 
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