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There is a plague sweeping through the Inland Empire.
This plague is not of an illness or a disease. This plague
attacks and takes advantage of the weak, the injured and
the most vulnerable. This plague reaches across all
economic levels, however, the poor and minority, the ongp
who can least afford it are the most likely to be victimized
by this plague. What is this plague | speak of? It is the
Aambul ance chasero | awyer};
and insider informants.
all too often used to degrade our profession in a general
sense. However, the true definition of an ambulance
chaser involves an attorney who himself, or herself, or wi
the help of others, goes directly to an accident victim,
without an invitation, and personally, or by telephone,
solicits accident victims or their families for representatio
in their personal injury or wrongful death claims. A
Arunner o or Acappero is a
any manner as an agent for an attorney, or law firm,
whether or not the attorney is actually a licensed Californjg
attorney, and actively solicits business for the attorney o
law firm in violation of the prohibition of direct
solicitation.

Here is a little known fact. A lawyer, capper or runner
who solicits any business for any attorney, in any hospita
court, or in any public or private place, on any street or
highway, or in any private property, commits a crime. Thg
penalties for violating this law is substantial, including jail
time and fines up to $15,000.00. It should be noted that
is not illegal for someone to recommend a lawyer to a
person who needs one, so long as it is done without the
expectation of compensation for the referral. Welcome WSBCBA New Members

Here is another little known fact. As it relates to the
victims of these cri minal g§ThomasBedyEeqt LaveQifice of Tiipmas M. Buady
procured by a runner, capper or lawyer in violation of this| Rocky Johnson, Esqg- Law Office of Rocky Johnson
prohibition are void. The victims of these crimes must Justin King, Esq.- Robinson Calcagnie Robinson Shapiro Davi
know their rights and must have real lawyers to protect || SCott Sheldon, Esg: Law Office of Scott Sheldon
their legal rights if they are going to regain their losses WL, [t SR BRI Loy DI,

from these void contracts Attorneyos Offic
L Dyani Yanez- Pacific Coast School of Law
Continued on page 4
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The California King Snake is found throughout the state,
except for the Sierra Nevada, where the Mountain King
Snake (with red, black, and yellow markings) rules. Since i
is immune to rattlesnake venom, the King Snake will kill
and eat all but the largest (2 meter) rattlesnakes.

The Southern Pacific Rattlesnake is typically 3.5 to 5 feet
long. | have personally seen a large (two meter long)
specimen near Big Dalton Dam in Glendora and we

All times are Pacific Daylight Time, which is minus seven  routinely encounter large {&foot) specimens here on the
hours from UTC. The Apri | Fhanksof heoSamGabprigl Riveg |Adul @roupdis@uirrelsras
Moon. 0O Watch the Fulll Egg MBm@upe te thesvenonyand willpggiesgsively haragsgl 5 |
7:41 p.m., PDT, having gone full at 5:05 a.m. on April 4. You rattlesnake. Rattlesnakes bear live young from August to
can actually see the full Moon setting in the west at 6:42 a.m. October. Cute as they are, the younger snakes are typical
on morning of April 4. The April New Moon occurs at 11:57  more dangerous, as they have yet to learn to modulate the

a.m. on April 18, 2015. release of venom. If you hear that buzzing sound, you
Snake Season: s it good luck to see a fat, six foot long should freeze. Listen again and try to head in the opposite
coiled Southern Pacific Diamondback Rattlesnake on St. direction. A rattlesnake will strike only as a last resort, so
Patrickoés Day? Havi ng e nc oUWnlgssyor gep overg goek and ororthe gnake yoy sheulc
posed this question to our resident Irishman and former have no worries. Studies have shown that the rattlesnake
WSBCBA president, Brian Kel |Srikegsapogtd8Smph. Hi s response: #
Yes it is. Buy that | ad a d rlfiyqugakegour dog(s) out on the trail for a walk, get the
On St. Paddyds day, | was w&agksnakegsafgy Oventhejyears,iwe kaveihadiheeg @)ro
after noon, when | saw a snake coiled under a Matilija (Baja) the ranch dogs bitten by rattlesnakes. Flower and Justin
Poppy bush. | was about 5 meters away from the snake. survived; Krissy survived the first bite but not the second.
Luckily for me, the snake saw me first. That rattle went off and You can find snake aversion training programs for dogs,
| jumped back about 5 meters in one adrendlieded leap. which uses live, muzzled rattlesnakes, by searching the

The rattle on this bad boy was as big as my pinkie finger. The internet. Way cheaper than a course ofagtiom
rattle was loud, clear, and persistent, even as | moved to other treatments.

side of the vineyard,_ about 30 meters away. ——  —
So snake season is upon us. Be especially vigilant around
dawn or dusk. Watch where you are walking and be very RECIPE OF THE MONTH:

careful when you step over a rock on a trail, as rattlers
sometimes hide in the shade. Snakes fill an important role in
keeping the rodent population down. The snakes discussed
herein all eat a variety of small birds, bird eggs, mice, rats,
frogs, ground squirrels, toads, and lizards.

The big three snakes around these parts are the San Diego ~ Easter Sunday is April 5. Easter Dinner, featuring

Mediterranean Garlic Lamb Kabobs

Gopher SnakeRjtuophis Catenifer Annectenshe California Mediterranean Garlic Lamb Kabobs. Serves six to 10. |
King Snake (Lampropeltis Californiag and the Southern know some of you have had less than perfect lamb. |
Pacific RattlesnakeQrotalus Oreganus Helleyi The firsttwo ~ understand. When | was a kid, my mom tried to roast a lec
are noAvenomous constrictors. Only the rattlesnake is of lamb. She did not know what she was up against. The
venomous, although you probably should avoid being bitten by house reeked for a week.
the other two. This one will change your mind. The 48 hours of

Due to similar habitat, size, and color markings, the San marinading will knock out any of that funky lamb flavor.
Diego Gopher Snake is often confused for a rattlesnake and ~ The result is simply fantastic, tender, succulent, and fire
unnecessarily terminated as a result. Like all vipers, the charred. Better than steak. Seriously. Bring out your fines
rattlesnake has a triangle shaped head. The Gopher Snake hakél Wine for this one my friends.
long shiny body with a narrow head and slender tail. . The This is all about having someone else, namely the butche

Gopher Snake will hiss and vibrate its tail in orderto alertits doi ng t he heavy IniClremontgl.
presence. The Gopher Snake is an excellent climber, swimmegrder up a leg of lamb, which a staff butcher then trims up

and burrower. The young hatch from eggs from August and cuts into 1 inch cubes, aboul 6ubes per skewer. The
through October. skewers are then put in an aluminum pan and covered witt

The California King Snake is typically 2.5 to 3 feet long, with Mediterranean Garlic marinade for a minimum of 48 hours
alternating bands of black and yellow. As you get further in the fridge.

north, some will have brown and cream coloring. These snakes
are hatched from eggs, typically from mildne until August. Continued on page 5
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However, the normal social courtesies of such ever
can occasionally create problems for judges because
they are generally prohibited from accepting gifts from
attorneys or parties who have appeared, or may appe
before them. This can include small social courtesies
nominal value such as drinks and dinner. The
Hrohibitions on gifts are stringent. At holiday time,
many attorneys include judges and courtroom staff on

225\ AMERI
S lNNSq‘GGA\)TJP\T

By President, Lisa DeLorme

The Joseph B. Campbell American Inn of Court held its
regular monthly meeting at the Castaway Restaurant in Sa
Bernardino on Wednesday, March 11, 2015. The topic for

. ~ their hqlidaybaking list,,not realizing that this is
the March meeting was fEtN}Galn BN RD F¢ oidhrgind o
I nteraction with Judges an! ey o f € kStied Bl ES
judges and their staffs must refuse thiem. Holiday fooc

were attorney Michael Reiter, the Hon. Wilfred Schneider,
law student member David Michie, the Hon. John Pacheco
and attorney Jack Osborn. The panelists discussed social
media and the judiciary, judicial rules regarding gifts and
favors, and courtroom conduct amongst familiar parties.
Attorney Michael Reiter began the program by giving a
presentation on attorneys, judges, and social media. He

reviewed the formal ethics opinions on social media

~ ) . X . Disenhguse and Dan Greenberg. Students from La
Afriendshipsd and communi c L 0O.NS. betwee a rneys
. . . P erne will be in atténdance.” It you wouldlike to atien
judges. The panelists next reviewed the California Code o

. . : as a guest, or would like further informatign, regardin
Judici al Conduct and its CaTnAgprﬂéhmé\gghe anutd1|C|al aéaﬂ

gifts sent to the court or its staff are usually simply
tiscarded.

The next meeting of the Campbell Inn will take plac
at the University of La Verne law school on April 8,
2015 at 5:30 p.m. The to
Case for Trial at Every
Marsha Slough, and attorneys Mike Bidart, Bruce

The Judicial Canons propose that judges are in a speci uestin King at 'kinng@rr)lcigsvs r?gtn act prograrn chair
position, such that their duties extend to the activities of their g atjxing T

private life as well as those of their professional life. For ————

example, Canon 2 provides that na judge shall avoli
impropriety and the appearance of improprietglirthe
judgebso acemphasies added) .
are concernedée,i nehedr e Whsi |neg WSBCBA ROBERTA SHOUSE
SCHOLARSHIP FUND

recuse themselves in cases of conflicts of interest, there i
simple fiabstentiono whene
party or subject. Canon 3 provides that a judge is require
hearall cases before him or her, and must do so in a man NAME
faithful to the law without regard to partisan relations, pub AGENCY/COMPANY Gf applcable)
clamor, or fear of criticism.
While attorneys and judges are permitted to have outsiq
professional relationships, both should take care not to br
those relationships into the courtroom. While attorneys m
understand that being acquainted with a judge because y HAME
were both on a board or commission together does not m PLEASE MAKE YOUR CHECK PAYABLETO:
the judge will rule in your favor, clients and members of th

DONATION FORM

YES, I'We would like to donate to the “Western San Bernardine County Bar Association
Roberta Shouse Scholarship Fund. ” Please accept my contribution to this fund.

ADDRESS

Amount of Contribution: §

Optional - This contnbution is in honor of:

WSBCBA Shouse Scholarship

public may not understand this. Thus, attorneys should a
excessively referring to such meetings in court so as to a
the appearance of favoritism. The Canons require judges
not only avoid giving preference to anyone, they are also
obligated to prevent anyone else from trying to convey thq
impression that any individual is in a special position to
influence the judge.

Finally, the panelists noted that it is entirely permissible
for judges and attorneys to both be members of professiq
associations (such as the Inns of Court), and they may
interact frequently at such events.

PLEASE MAIL THIS FORM WITH YOUR CHECK TO:
Westemn San Bernardino County Bar Association
WSBCBA Roberta Shouse Scholarship Fund

8409 Utica Avenue » PO Box 624
Rancho Cucamonga, CA 91729

Please designate:
Coniribution given to specific Scholarship - 2015 Schelarship Recipient: §
Contribution given to general Scholarship - General Fund: §

This is a tax-deductible ct ble donati
Tax ID #: 33-0172529

THANK YOU FOR YOUR DONATION!

4832-5967-1974.1
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a gic&im or to the front door of their home, to jump ahead
fall §1e law abiding lawyers, illegally attempting to
secure the business for t

President 0s Rem
Continued from page 1

cappers are then rewarded with their own level of

The law gives the former clients of these corrupt lawyersompensation by the lawyer. It should be noted that if
the right to recover all legal fees and other compensationgovernment official is caught engaging in this activity,
paid under the void contracts. (B & P C 86154) The they A shall forfeit the
Business and Professions Code and Unfair Practices Actasmp | oy ment . 0 The questio
the means by which the rights can be enforced. There areOne less pernicious practice by these lawyers, but
no exceptions to the penalty associated with this law.  similarly annoying, is the use of insider personal
Simply put, if a lawyer secured a client illegally, in information of accident victims, to direct mail letters to
violation of this law and a court determines the contract taccident victims. While the act of mailing a letter to an
be void, one of the allowable penalties, is the complete accident victim is not technically a violation of any
forfeiture of all fees and payments made to the lawyer. ethical rules, the problem comes from the fact that in

Digging deeper into how these runners and cappers areorder to send those letters, the lawyers had to access
securing their information is even more sinister and personal private information from police reports,
corrupt. There are generally two to three ways these =~ ambulance or medical records. In other words, this
individuals are finding accident victims and their families practice also starts with a violation of law.
to prey upon. One way is the use of police and emergencyt is time to stop the madness. But it can only be
electronic scanners. If they hear the dispatch for a trafficstopped by those against whom this plague is raging, th
collision, or some other tragedy which they believe victims or those being solicited, the lawyers who care
resulted in substantial injuries or death, they immediatelyabout their profession, the insurance companies who
race out to the accident scene to make contact with the know this is going on, and law enforcement interested i
individuals they perceive to be the victims of a significantdoing something to stop this activity. The Western San
accident. These runners and cappers promise large Bernardino County Bar Association has started a
financial recoveries and other promises to lure these campaign of bringing these issues to the attention of lav
victims to sign agreements, or to make commitments to useforcement and the public. We are notifying agencies
their associated lawyers. Sometimes, the runners and and hospitals of this activity and asking them to clean u
cappers call tow truck drivers they work with to arrive on their houses. We are notifying the District Attorney of
scene to fihel pd i n r emovi ouwcohchrewitle this probléenh Addigonally, tkee c u r
additional information from these accident victims. WSBCBA is also reaching out to insurance companies,
Finally, the capper will often represent themselves as  their attorneys and others to find the runners, cappers &
witnesses to the accident, video and photograph the scenagtims of these ambulance chasers. We hope our effo
provide information about legal representation and how will be well received and will expose these pernicious
they can Ahel pd their casacts so that they canédt c
A second scam uses Ai nsi dandsithoutvisktohreprsal.t Ifwe cah give paese foo r

agencies, the Coroner 0s o those whe would exposegersocayinforn@tmmte a n
places where private information is obtained regarding ambulance chasers, if we can keep individuals from
accident victims. These @dinmgdddmageover isjurypvigtimyg, oriif wé carr enea

about the accident victims and their families gleaned frorthe playing field for all those who play by the rules, we
the private police reports and medical records of the injurwill have started the process of rolling back this illegal
victim. Access to this information, by law is supposed to conduct and advancing the rights of our legitimate and
be restricted to only a certain few individuals. Runners ahdrdworking local bar members.
cappers are not within the circle of the limited few. Help us, help you. If you know those who are engage
However, the insider contacts within these agencies and in these activities, please let us know so we can garner
institutions, for a few hundred dollars a lead, will extract the interest of the authorities and stop these criminals
the private information from the records, call the cappers before they do anymore damage to our legal communit
with information on a good injury accident, thereby To all members of the legal community that do it right, |
allowing them to target the individuals directly in their ~ applaud you. To those who manipulate and cheat the
homes or the hospitals. Armed with this information, the system, | implore you to change your ways and
runner or capper race to the hospital bed of the injury ~ remember your ethical duties and sworn oath to uphold
the laws of this great State.
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April Almanac
Continued from page 2

Including the marinade and depending how big the leg is,
it runs anywhere from $85.00 to $100.00. Totally worth it.

My kids, who are steak snobs (Dad, you call this prime?) Superior Court of California

always choose this for their birthday dinner. You can reach County of San Bernardino

John Hoover at Wol feds Markelt Meat S¥EgHIa/sfecsee at (90
670:0247. The Mediterranean Garlic marinade is available NOTICE

from Scotts Food Products.

. Effective April 1, 2015
Website:scottsfoodproducts.cam P

Let me walk you through it. So, if you were serving your CIVIL LAW AND MOTION RESERVATIONS
Easter dinner at 4:00 p.m., you would have the lamb in the i o o _

. . . Please be advised that effective April 1, 2015 parties will be required
marinade before noon on Frlday. Brlng the lamb up to room to file their civil motion and pay the required fees within five (5) court
temperature by taking it out of the fridge about 1:00 p.m. days from the date of reservalion.

Sunday afternoon. It will be covered in foil, so keep it that Failurs to submit moving papers within five (5) court days of

; N . reservation will result in the automatic cancellation of the reservation.
way. Fire your grill at about 3:00 p.m.. Lamb on the grill
about 3:30 p.m. This notice has been posted on the Court’s website www sb-court org

By the way, the Mediterranean Garlic marinade has canola
oil and will flame up when you put the Kabobs on the heat.

't wi || al so throw off some bl ack smoke, so donoét f
That 6s part of the razzle dagzzte- Cltose—+t+he—1+4d

flames will die down. Grill the Kabobs 8 to 10 minutes
total, turning then closing the lid. Turrtimes. When the
lamb is done, always let it rest covered with foil forlB)
minutes. You will end up with a nice range of doneness

SIS INVESTIGATIONS

from medium rare to well done. Go ahead and toss the J EFF
remaining marinade.
Side Dishes: Your favorite rice dish. Rice a Roni ST EWART

We also love the Sushi rice from Lundberg Rice out of
. 888.978.8393
Sacramento JSTEWART@STEWARTCORP.US
start to finish. You can also steam up baby carrots, new
potatoes, beets, cauliflower, and/or broccoli. Finish with g
roasted vegetable medley as well. You can cut up bell Attention Bar Members
peppers, mushrooms, cherry tomatoes and onions for veggre
W" Photo Shoot! ' T'

resting. Fresh asparagus is always an option. However, o -
there is always a slight chance that the asparagus may
: : {engaging the firm of RCL Portrait Design to
live a little! | h h b b

Dessert? Fresh Strawberry Shortcake. A fine reason tfp photograp our ar me mb e
reliable favorite. This aspect of the project is especially |ff &re April 7 through 17, 2015, at the Western San
good for the young or novice cook. They get to help out ghgernardino County Bar Association offices.
loves. | add a splash of Grand Marnier to the strawberry || from us giving details and a heads-up about an
puree and a splash into the whipping cream. Remember|foupcoming scheduling call from an RCL Portrait
making your fresh whipped cream. If you do not receive a call from RCL, please call
their office at 800 -580-5562 to schedule an

(Chicken) works really well with the flavors of the lamb.

Fresh green beans. Trim the beans and steam, 20 minutes = SISINVESTIGATIONS.NET
little butter, salt, and fresh cracked pepper. You can do a
Kabobs, which can cook on the grill while the lamb is
adversely impact the flavor of your red wine. What the he The WSBCBA Board of Directors has approved
buy a fresh box of Bisquick. Follow the recipe and get a
learn a simple, quick, and seasonal dessert that everyon In the next week or so, you should receive a notice
put your mixing bowl in the freezer for a few minutes befdfeD esign representative.

appointment.

Buon Appetito! Tony Sears

database. The dates set for the photography sessionf
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Western San Bernnardino County Bar Asso"ci

Thank you for sharing this wonderful event with us!




