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WELCOME  

Western San Bernardino County Bar  

Association’s New Members: 

 
Brian Lerner, Law Offices of Brian D. Lerner 

Lisa Matter, Mattern & Mendoza, LLP 

Margaret Mendoza, Mattern & Mendoza, LLP 

Margaret Helen Arter, Law Office of Margaret Helen Arter 

Stephen C. Jones, Varner & Brandt, LLP 

Fernando Vargas, Law Offices of Fernando D. Vargas 

Scott Dahlberg. Legacy Capital Management 

Wendy Lou Saxon, PhD, Plain Talk For Trial Lawyers 

Eurydice Prince-Turk (Awaiting Bar Results) 

Honorable Peter Meeka 

 Happy June and happy Summer!  It’s that time of the year 

again!  I hope you all have plans to take a little time off to 

relax a bit this summer and enjoy time with friends and    

family.    

  

 Thanks again to the Eastern Bar Association and our 

WSBCBA President Elect, Tony Sears, for a wonderful 

“East Meets West” Barbeque at the Rainbow Canyon Ranch, 

and much thanks to Justice Douglas P. Miller for his       

comments and helpful information regarding the state-wide 

court funding debates.  It was a nice opportunity to meet in a     

relaxed, informal setting at the Ranch, as well as to meet and 

hear from a member of the California Judicial Council and 

Court of Appeal.  Photos from the event are included on 

pages 5 and 6. 

  

 We will not be conducting an MCLE luncheon in July, due 

to busy vacation schedules, but we will have one in June you 

won’t want to miss.  On June 20, Commissioner Michael 

Gassner will be speaking at the Rancho Cucamonga Superior 

Court, Department R15, from 12:00 to 1:30 on “Changes and 

Amendments to the Family Code:  an In depth Discussion 

with Commissioner Michael Gassner.”  Please bring your 

own brown bag lunch.  Cost is $15.00 for members, $20.00 

non-members. 

  

 For those of you not away on vacation in August, we will 

conduct an MCLE at the Rancho Cucamonga Spaghetti    

Factory on August 22 from 12:00 noon to 1:30 p.m. on 

“eDiscovery – Discovery in the Electronic Era” with attorney 

Gordon J. Calhoun of the Los Angeles office of Lewis    

Brisbois Bisgaard & Smith.  He will discuss effective       

protocols for e-Discovery, distinguishing e-Discovery versus 

computer forensics, obligations to preserve electronic       

information, ESI that is “not reasonably accessible,” and ef-

fective e-Discovery Management.  The cost will be $25 for 

members and $40 for non-members. 
  

  On September 19 we are happy to present an MCLE 

Luncheon co-sponsored by the Western San Bernardino 

County Bar Association and the Inland Empire Legal        

Association of Women (IE LAW).  San Bernardino Pre-

siding Judge Marsha Slough will update us on the status 

of the San Bernardino  Superior  Courts at the Panda Inn, 

Ontario, from12:00 noon to 1:30.  The cost will be $25 

for members and $40 for non-members.  Please call soon 

to reserve your spot as seating is limited. 

  

 Our new Executive Director, Deva Mora, has been busy 

updating our Lawyer Referral Service database.  If you 

would like to join the LRS, please fill out the LRS       

application, included in the Bar Bulletin, and return it to 

Deva at the Bar office.  We receive numerous calls daily 

from individuals looking for local lawyers in various 

practice groups.  Help us help you expand your practice!  

For those of you who are currently on the LRS list, 

please assist Deva with updating your open and closed 

file lists. 

  

 Please “save the date” for our 2013 “Lawyer of the 

Year Award and Officer Installation Dinner,” which will 

take place on October 17, 2013, starting at 5:00 p.m.  

Please also set aside the evening of March 27, 2014,   

beginning at 5:00 p.m., for our 2014 “Judicial Officer of 

the Year Award.”  Both events will take place at the 

Doubletree Hotel in Ontario, adjacent to the Ontario    

International Airport.  

  

 Enjoy your summer, and we look forward to seeing you 

soon at one of our upcoming MCLEs.   

                         Dean 
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May 08, 2013 INN MEETING  

Next Honorable Joseph B. Campbell Inn of Court 

Wednesday, June 12, 2013 @ 5:30 p.m. 

Arrowhead Country Club in San Bernardino 

Guest Speaker:  Attorney Scott J. Grossberg 

 On May 8, 2013, at 5:30 p.m. the Honorable Joseph B. 

Campbell Inn of Court met at the Arrowhead Country Club 

in San Bernardino.   

  

 The presentation topic for the May 8, 2013, meeting was 

THE PUBLIC PERCEPTION OF LAWYERS (FROM 

SHAKESPEARE TO NOW).  The presentation was chaired 

by the Honorable Stanford Reichert. 

  

 The presentation began with the inquiry:  Where do people 

get their perceptions of lawyers?  The answer was from  

literature, movies, television and personal contacts/friends. 

  

 While the original presentation topic was to focus on these 

perceptions from Shakespeare to Now, Judge Reichert and 

his team expanded the focus and began their presentation 

with the public perception of lawyers beginning with the  

Bible, in which lawyers are described as burdens and  

hypocrites. 

  

 The presentation then turned to Shakespeare and the grave 

digger scene in which Hamlet asks:  “Why not this be the 

skull of a lawyer?”  Hamlet then goes on to lament about the 

lawyers “quiddities, quillities, cases, tenures and tricks” and 

even wonders why a dead lawyer does not sue the grave  

digger for battery. 

  

 In Shakespeare’s Henry VI, Cade announces that when he 

becomes King the first thing they will do is “kill all the  

lawyers.”  Judge Reichert explained to the membership that 

this phrase was not a reflection of how poorly lawyers were 

perceived, but was a perception that the way to create anar-

chy was to kill all the lawyers. 

  

 The movies also play a role in the public perception of law-

yers and the presentation focused on five movies in  

particular.  The lawyer Atticus Finch in To Kill a Mocking-

bird is generally perceived as the quintessential lawyer, 

skilled and ethical. 
  

 The lawyers in Anatomy of a Murder provided a public 

perception that lawyers are prone to theatrics, bullying, wit-

ness tampering and questionable ethics. 

  

 In the movie The Verdict, plaintiff’s lawyer played by 

Paul Newman offers the public the perception that lawyers  

become emotionally wrapped up in settling their own 

scores instead of protecting their client’s interests.  The 

lead defense lawyer played by James Mason is perceived 

as a lawyer who wins at all costs. 

  

 In the movie Erin Brockovich lawyers were perceived as 

defenders of justice. 
 

 In the movie My Cousin Vinny, Joe Pesci’s portrayal of 

a lawyer gave the public the perception of a lawyer who is 

abrasive to the Judge, ignorant of Courtroom protocol, too 

inexperienced to be trying a case and raises questions of 

ethics by representing both of the defendants. 

 

 Television lawyers were discussed and ran the gamut 

from Perry Mason, who always solved the crime, to Jack 

McCoy, the Prosecuting Attorney from Law and Order, to 

Ally McBeal. The membership largely agreed that the 

television show that influenced the public perception of 

lawyers the most was LA Law. 

 

 Judge Reichert’s team provided the membership with an 

informative, entertaining and interactive presentation 

which included the use of digital response cards that al-

lowed the membership to vote on various points and is-

sues during the presentation. 

 

 The Honorable Joseph B. Campbell Inn of Court is hold-

ing a mini fund raiser by sponsoring an evening at the San 

Manuel Stadium to watch the Inland Empire 66ers play 

the Lake Elsinore Storm on May 31, 2013.  In addition to 

the game, there will be a fireworks show, fifty cent hot 

dogs and it is Super Hero Night at the stadium.  Members 

were encouraged to invite associates, family and friends.   

 

 The next meeting of the Honorable Joseph B. Campbell 

Inn of Court will be held on June 12, 2013, at 5:30 p.m. at 

the Arrowhead Country Club.  Guest speakers for this 

meeting will be Presiding Justice Manuel A. Ramirez of 

the Fourth District Court of Appeal, Division Two and 

Presiding Judge Marsha Slough of the San Bernardino 

County Superior Court both speaking on the State of their 

respective Courts. 
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 All times Pacific Daylight Time (PDT), which is minus 

seven (7) hours from UTC (Universal Time Coordinated).  

Location: 34.1 N, 117.7 W.  All astronomical data courtesy 

of the United States Naval Observatory website: 

www.usno.navy.mil.   

 June Sky.  The June New Moon occurs on Wednesday, 

June 8, at 8:57 a.m.  Look for Saturn near the waxing gib-

bous Moon around 10 p.m. on June 18, in the southern sky 

in the constellation Corvus (the Raven). The Summer Sol-

stice occurs at 10:03 p.m. on June 20.  

 The June Full Moon, known as the “Full Strawberry 

Moon” occurs on June 23, 2013, at 4:33 a.m.  This is “two 

for one” Full Moon, as the 99% full Moon rises at 7:28 

p.m. on Saturday June 22, and goes full in the early hours 

of June 23, only to rise sixteen (16)  hours later in the eve-

ning at 8:26 p.m. This is the largest Full Moon of the year, 

as the Moon is also at perigee (closest to Earth), so do plan 

to check it out.    

 June provides an rare opportunity to get a good look at 

terrestrial planet Mercury.  Since Pluto was relegated to 

“Trans-Neptunian Object”, Mercury is the smallest planet.  

It completes an elliptical orbit every 88 days.  This inner 

most planet was, aptly, named for the fleet footed messen-

ger of the ancient deities.  To the ancient Romans, Mer-

cury, the  

son of Vulcan and the goddess Maia, was considered to be 

the patron God of  commerce, eloquence,  travelers, 

boundaries, luck, trickery, and thieves.  Mercury was also 

the guide of souls to the underworld. As you may recall, 

Mercury had winged sandals and a winged helmet.   

 One of the classic myths involved “Mercury’s Net”.  

When Vulcan (no, not Mr. Spock!) found out one of his 

wives, Venus, was dating, he created a net woven from of 

his best steel so that he could catch Venus and Mars, the 

god of war, in flagrante delicto.  Vulcan managed to catch 

his wife Venus and Mars, and not long after, Cupid was 

born.      Later, Mercury stole the net from dear old dad so 

that he could catch Cloris, a nymph whom he admired. 

Cloris was tasked with flying after the Sun while it rose 

and scattering lilies, roses, and violets in the wake of the 

Sunrise.  Mercury lay in wait for at least several days until 

he caught Cloris’ wing in the net over an unnamed great 

river in Ethiopia.  

 As we start to hit the hot summer months, keep in mind 

that on Mercury, the temperature ranges from a chilly 

100K (-280F) to pizza oven hot 700K (800F).  So take a 

little solace when it is a mere 100F in the Inland Valley. 

  At dusk (45 minutes after sunset, about 8:30 p.m.) look 

for Mercury, along with Venus, in the west-northwestern 

sky from June 1 to June 21.  Mercury will actually be 

 At dusk (45 minutes after sunset, about 8:30 p.m.) look for 

Mercury, along with Venus, in the west-northwestern sky 

from June 1 to June 21.  Mercury will actually be higher in 

the sky than Venus.  Look for the thin crescent Moon form-

ing an isosceles triangle with Mercury and Venus on June 10.  

By the end of June, Mercury will be below Venus and rap-

idly fading in to the glow of the setting Sun. 

  Garden Notes:   June is still not too late to get something 

going in the garden.  You can still put tomatoes and summer 

squash (on a small trellis) in your containers.  If you have an 

empty garden area or bed, you can plant sweet corn.  Sweet 

corn is not a good neighbor and requires it own area.  Better 

to plant Sweet Corn in blocks so as to get full pollination, 

which is required to fill out the ears.  It is also the best time 

of year to go to a Farmer’s Market, so you can enjoy one of 

the great things about life in California. 

 June Recipe:  Father’s Day is Sunday, June16, 2013.  A 

properly cooked Beef Steak is the only way to go.  For your 

sides and desserts, there are lots of wonderful fruits and 

vegetables.  You can roast new potatoes with olive oil and 

crushed garlic (325F for an hour).  Sweet corn.  Asparagus.  

Artichokes.   

 To finish, you can grill, apricots,  peaches, and nectarines 

on the grill for an awesome dessert.  Best just to cut in half 

and remove the pit.  Place on grill for 10 minutes or so with 

good grill marks until tender.  Remember that box of Bis-

quick?  Make the shortcakes, top with the grilled fruit and 

serve with Vanilla ice cream. 

 NY Strip Pepper Steak: Cracked pepper and kosher salt.  

1 NY Strip for each person, 5-8 oz. each. Go ahead and 

throw down for prime if you can.  When you get the steaks 

home, season with kosher salt and liberally press in the 

cracked pepper corns on both sides. Cover with plastic wrap 

or re-wrap in the butcher paper. I like Spice Islands Cracked 

(not ground) Black Pepper.  The cooking process knocks 

down the pepper just enough and makes a nice crust on your 

steaks.  

 Here are a few pointers.  First, let the steaks come up to 

room temperature.  Up to three (3) hours is well within food 

safety guidelines.  Since you covered up the steaks after sea-

soning, no worries.  This makes a big difference, as the steak 

starts off at 70-75 degrees instead of 35-40 F.   Second, get 

that grill nice and hot and give it good brushing.  Third, mind 

your time.  A fair size NY Strip will only take 5 minutes a 

side to get to medium rare.  If you get thick steaks, only an-

other minute or two will be needed.  Fourth, only turn the 

steak once gently and cook for another five minutes.  Fifth, 

when the steak is done, let it rest on a clean plate, covered 

with foil, for at least 10 minutes.  Finally, never ever put 

ketchup on a nice steak.  More about that next month. 

 

                                           Buon Appetito!  Tony Sears 
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Western San Bernardino County Bar Association Congratulates  

Honorable Larry W. Allen, recipient of the  

2013 Kaufman-Campbell Award—May 9, 2013 

  

        Honorable Larry W. Allen 

      Deva Mora, Executive Director and 

      Dean McVay, President, of the  

      Western San Bernardino County  

      Bar Association 

      3  Executive Directors 
Claire Furness, San Bernardino County 

Bar Association 

Roberta Shouse, Legal Aid Society of  

San Bernardino  

Deva Mora, Western San Bernardino 

County Bar Association 

14th Annual Kaufman-Campbell Awards Banquet Presented By: 

The San Bernardino County Bar Association, The High Desert Bar Association and  

The Honorable Joseph B. Campbell Chapter of The American Inns of Court 
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 EASTERN BAR ASSOCIATION 

MEETS 

WESTERN SAN BERNARDINO COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION 

May 16, 2013 - Rainbow Canyon Ranch 
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EASTERN BAR ASSOCIATION 

MEETS 

WESTERN SAN BERNARDINO COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION 

May 16, 2013 - Rainbow Canyon Ranch 
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TIME IS RUNNING OUT—RSVP TODAY-YOU WON’T WANT TO MISS THIS EVENT 
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Superior Court of California 

County of Riverside Announcements  
  

COURT ANNOUNCES INTENTION TO CLOSE BLYTHE 

COURTHOUSECOMMENT DEADLINE  

EXTENDED 

      The Riverside Superior Court is considering the closure of 

or reduction of hours at the Blythe courthouse, located at 265 

N. Broadway, as of a date to be determined, but no sooner than 

July 22, 2013.  The court finds it necessary to take this action 

because the significant continuing reductions in state funding 

for superior courts and resulting cuts in the Riverside court’s 

budget require this action. 

      Pursuant to California Government Code, section 68106(b), 

the court is seeking input from the public regarding the planned 

closure or reduction of hours. Any interested person or entity 

who wishes to comment must send the comment to the court in 

writing or electronically. Written comments should be directed 

to the court at P.O Box 1547, Riverside, CA 92502. Those in-

terested in submitting comments electronically should e-mail 

them to webassiance@riverside.courts.ca.gov.  

        Comments must be submitted by 5:00 p.m. on Friday, July 

19, 2013.  

Superior Court of California 

County of Riverside Announcements 

 

COURT ANNOUNCES INTENTION TO CLOSE  

TEMECULA COURTHOUSECOMMENT DEADLINE  

EXTENDED 

     The Riverside Superior Court is considering the closure of or 

reduction of hours at the Temecula courthouse, located at 41002 

County Center Drive, #100, as of a date to be determined, but no 

sooner than July 22, 2013.  The court finds it necessary to take 

this action because the significant continuing reductions in state 

funding for superior courts and resulting cuts in the Riverside 

court’s budget require this action. 

     Pursuant to California Government Code, section 68106(b), 

the court is seeking input from the public regarding the planned 

closure or reduction of hours. Any interested person or entity who 

wishes to comment must send the comment to the court in writing 

or electronically. Written comments should be directed to the 

court at P.O Box 1547, Riverside, CA 92502. Those interested in 

submitting comments electronically should e-mail them to we-

bassistance@riverside.courts.ca.gov.  

     Comments must be submitted by 5:00 p.m. on Friday, July 19, 

2013.  

      From the LA County Bar Association: 

California Court Budget Cuts 
 The Los Angeles County Bar Association and public needs your help. Due to extreme budget cuts, many trial courts around the state 

have been forced to close courthouses and lay off trial court employees. This has seriously impacted the court's ability to provide jus-

tice. For example, Los Angeles County has closed 10 of its 48 courthouses. Other counties have suffered similar closures.  

 We need everyone to contact their representatives in the California Assembly and State Senate to urge them to support reinvestment 

in our court system. Please click on the link below to identify your local legislators and to obtain the text of an editable copy of a let-

ter you can send to your legislators. It will only take a few minutes to help and make a difference.  

 This is a crisis and we all have an obligation to work to restore access to justice in California. 

To find your Congressman, click here: 

http://www.legislature.ca.gov/legislators_and_districts/legislators/your_legislator.html 

The draft letter is found here: 

http://www.lacba.org/Files/SMSMarketing/files/Court_Budget_Letter_2.docThe 

 The draft letter text follows: 

June XX, 2013  

 Honorable __________ 

Member of the California Legislature 

State Capitol 

Sacramento, CA 95814   

 Subject: California Court Budget Cuts   

Dear Assemblymember/Senator:  

As a constituent and an attorney, I am gravely concerned about the massive underfunding our judicial system has experienced over 

the last five years. While I understand our entire state has been reeling from the impact of the recession, our courts have taken a dis-

proportionate share of the budget cuts. The result has been a deconstruction of our justice system impacting access to justice for our 

citizens.  

Courts throughout the state have closed their doors. From Fresno to San Bernardino, whole courthouses have been shuttered, requir-

ing litigants to travel, in some cases well over an hour, to pay a simple ticket. More significantly, public safety is at great risk as the 

justice system lays off staff, reduces hours of service, and places thousands of cases into fewer courts. 

  

The time is now to reinvest in courts. Democracy stands in the balance. 
  

Sincerely, 

  

NAME HERE 

http://www.legislature.ca.gov/legislators_and_districts/legislators/your_legislator.html
http://www.lacba.org/Files/SMSMarketing/files/Court_Budget_Letter_2.docThe
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 Midstream Energy Services 

 

Paris, May 14, 2013:  The International Energy  

(IEA), an autonomous agency linked with the  

Organization for Economic Cooperation and  

Development (OCED), released its mid-year report 

predicting a ‘supply shock’ caused by booming 

North American oil production.  IEA predicts 

North America’s oil supply will grow by nearly 4 

million barrels per day between 2012 to 2018, 

amounting to nearly 50% of global output growth. R J Cullen, CPP 

Given that only ten years ago many analysts were warning 

about ‘Peak Oil’ and likely shortages, these developments  

portend huge changes in worldwide energy markets.  If you 

want to learn how America’s new energy supplies are  

supporting a renaissance among US industrial sectors, call us at 

Retirement Planning & Management Group, registered  

investment advisor, Securities thru LPL Financial, member 

FINRA and SIPC.  Telephone:  (909) 920-3138 
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OFFICE SPACE:OFFICE SPACE:OFFICE SPACE:   Office suite in downtown Ontario consisting of two offices, a 

reception area, kitchen and restroom.  Approximately 650 square feet.  $900/

month.  Call Diane (909) 391-9000. 

 
OFFICE SPACE:OFFICE SPACE:OFFICE SPACE:         Central Village, Upland Office, secretarial area, conference 

room, private bathroom, free parking and common area shared with 1 other attor-

ney.  $950.00/month.  (909) 982-5962. 

 
OFFICE SPACE:OFFICE SPACE:OFFICE SPACE:    There is a number of office spaces available at this classic 

law office building located in Ontario for 1 to 6 attorneys. A lease rate of $1 per 

square foot makes this an extremely good value. The office space available 

ranges from 200 to 2,000 sq ft. Included in the rental are a receptionist, reception 

area, two conference rooms, a law library, kitchen and some storage areas. There 

are copiers, a fax, high speed internet and a scanner available for use at a nominal 

charge. This is an exceptional value for an attorney or group of attorneys looking 

for office space that has all of the amenities needed. The offices are conveniently 

located in Ontario with easy access to the 10 and 60 freeways. For all inquiries 

call (909) 395-0909, ask for Shannon. 

WSBCBA MEMBERS: 

If you have a suggestion 

for an MCLE topic, 

Speaker, or know some-

body who is interested in 

speaking at one of our 

luncheons, please  

contact Deva Mora at the 

Bar Office. 

Phone: (909)483-054 Fax 

(909)483-0553 
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