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Western San Bernardino County Bar  

Association would like to give a special 

thanks to all of the sponsors for The Judge 

of The Year Awards Ceremony:  
 

Platinum Sponsors:  
Girardi | Keese 

Shernoff Bidart Echeverria Bentley, LLP 

  

Silver Sponsors:  

Arent Fox, LLP 

Lewis Brisbois Bisgaard & Smith, LLP  

Grover L. Porter, Attorney at Law 

Robinson Calcagnie Robinson Shapiro Davis 

Law Offices of Michael A. Scafiddi, Inc. 

  

Bronze Sponsors:  
Law Offices of Angelique Bonanno 

Honorable James M. Brooks, Judge Ret. 

Brown Lipinsky, LLP 

Tip Top Mediator—Edward Fernandez 

Law Offices of Cecilia I. Onunkwo 

 

 Other Sponsors:  

Wine sponsored by Brian Brandt  

Floral centerpieces sponsored by Dean McVay  

 

Happy April and Happy Spring!   

 This past month we celebrated Justice Jeffrey King as our 4th Annual Judicial 

Officer of the Year.  Prior to the dinner, Justice Manuel Ramirez, the Presiding 

Justice of the Fourth Appellate District, Division two, spoke with me regarding 

his friend and colleague, Justice King.  He mentioned that Justice King is a 

remarkable Associate Justice of the Court of Appeal and that he has extraordi-

nary depth and breadth of legal and professional experience which compli-

ments the other members of the Court.  Justice Ramirez also indicated that 

Justice King is an intelligent, conscientious, reflective, knowledgeable and 

articulate individual, described by many as the consummate professional. Jus-

tice Ramirez shared with me how Justice King has demonstrated his keen ana-

lytical abilities over the years both in his work as a trial attorney and also in the 

decisions rendered by Justice King while presiding with the superior court as 

well as with his colleagues at the Court of Appeal in Riverside.  Justice Rami-

rez mentioned how Justice King has a well earned reputation for being deci-

sive, fair, hardworking, and possessed of unimpeachable integrity.  

 Justice Ramirez mentioned that over the many years he has worked with him, 

Justice King has demonstrated outstanding judgment, has a wry sense of hu-

mor and an outstanding work ethic; his even temper makes him an easy fit for 

working with the members of the Court of Appeal.  Notwithstanding the inevi-

table differences of opinion concerning the resolution of some cases, Justice 

King always articulates those differences in ways which are always collegial 

with his colleagues at the Court of Appeal.  Justice Ramirez always finds Jus-

tice King to be a pleasure to work with and that he is easy-going, accessible, 

approachable and most importantly, always willing to listen to all points of 

view;  it is Justice Ramirez’s opinion that those are the qualities which are es-

sential to an associate justice on the Court of Appeal. 

 Justice Ramirez also noted that on the surface, Justice King is all of those 

things, but if you go beneath the surface, there is something that makes him 

unique to all the judges in California – he does so many things for others under 

the radar and does not seek kudos or recognition.  Justice Ramirez told a story 

how Justice King once met a young man who had dropped out of law school 

after two years;  the former student got notice he needed to complete law 

school in five years.  Justice King found out about that, sat down with the 

young man and tutored him his entire third year.  Justice King went through 

Rule 4.29 of the Rules of the State Bar of California,  as well as the Business & 

Professions Code, and in working with the California State Bar, tested this 

young man every month, per the State Bar rules.  As a result of Justice King’s 

tutoring and efforts, the young man was certified at the end of that year to take 

the California bar exam, which he then passed on his very first attempt.  Justice 

Ramirez noted that Justice King often tutors law students at the court of ap-

peal.  Justice Ramirez believes  “you cannot find another judge in California 

who would do this. He has a huge heart, which he attempts to keep hidden.”  

Justice Ramirez asked that I relay to you all on behalf of everyone at the Court 

of Appeal how proud they are of Justice King and how happy they are the bar 

association has recognized him with this very important award. 

                         Continued on page  2 
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From The President’s Desk—Continued From Page 1 
 

 Another esteemed Appellate Court Justice, Douglas Miller, will be ad-

dressing our Bar Association at the upcoming May 16 “East Meets West” 

Barbeque at the Rainbow Canyon Ranch in Azusa.  This is a unique op-

portunity to visit this working Equestrian Ranch.  Rainbow Canyon Ranch 

is a 35 acre full service equestrian facility located at the base of the San 

Gabriel Mountains, established over thirty-five years ago by Chuck and 

Mary Gatti.  This annual joint meeting of the Eastern Los Angeles County 

and Western San Bernardino County Bar Associations will offer a one 

hour MCLE credit and will be serving Canyon City BBQ as well as a 

hosted bar.  The cost is $40 for Eastern/Western Bar Association mem-

bers, and $45 for non-members.  Please RSVP to Deva Mora at the Bar 

office at (909) 483-0548 or by emailing westernbarassoc@aol.com. 

 We will also be offering a one hour MCLE luncheon on Thursday, April 

25, at 12:00 noon at the Spaghetti Factory in Rancho Cucamonga at 11896 

Foothill Boulevard featuring Retired Judge Michael Welch.  Please RSVP 

to Deva Mora at your earliest convenience along with your lunch order.  

The recently retired Judge Welch will be speaking on “Mediation on Pro-

bate, Trust and Conservatorship.”  The cost is $25 for members, $40 for 

non-members. 

 We are currently updating our Lawyer Referral Service database.  If you 

would like to join the LRS, please fill out the LRS application, included in 

the Bar Bulletin, and return it to Deva Mora at the Bar office.  We receive 

numerous calls daily from individuals looking for local lawyers in various 

practice groups.  Help us help you expand your practice! 

 Wishing you all a great month ahead and looking forward to seeing you 

at the upcoming April 25 Judge Welch MCLE and the May 16 “East 

Meets West” Barbeque! 

 Dean 

 

Western San Bernardino County Bar Association gives a  

special “thank you” to Tina Harris and Claire Furness from 

San Bernardino County Bar Association for your assistance at 

the 2013 Judge of  The Year Awards Dinner. 

         Tina Harris, SBCBA                               Claire Furness, SBCBA 

 

Justice Jeffrey King’s Awards 

 

Happy Birthday Justice Jeffrey King 
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March 13, 2013 INN MEETING  

 On March 13, 2013, at 5:30 p.m. the Honorable Joseph B. 
Campbell Inn of Court met at the Arrowhead Country Club in 
San Bernardino.  Inn Secretary Mark Mcguire updated the 
membership regarding the mentoring program.  Current law 
student members, last year’s law student members and mem-
bers who are first year practicing attorneys (Associate Mem-
bers) will be attending a dinner on April 16, 2013, hosted by 
attorney Michael Schaefer and to be held at his office.  Guest 
speaker for this event will be attorney Michael Scafiddi who will 
speak to the attendees about what it takes to become a suc-
cessful attorney, drawing upon and sharing his own experience.  
A Judge’s Luncheon is also being scheduled for late April or 
early May.  
 Membership Chair Kathleen Patterson advised the member-
ship that as a fundraiser the Inn will be hosting a night at the 
San Manuel Stadium to watch the Inland Empire 66ers Base-
ball Team play the Lake Elsinore Storm on May 31, 2013.  In 
addition to the game, there will be a fireworks show, fifty cent 
hot dogs, and the theme for this game is Super Hero Night.  
Tickets for the game will be $10.00 each and members are en-
couraged to bring family and friends.  Further information will 
be provided to the membership regarding how and when to pur-
chase the tickets. 
 The presentation topic for the meeting was KEEPING IT 
MOVING: AVOIDING OBJECTIONS IN TRIAL and was chaired 
by the Honorable Michael A. Knish.  Members watched scenes 
from various lawyer themed movies and objected and/or dis-
cussed objections to evidence.  Evidentiary rulings were ren-
dered by a distinguished panel of Judicial Masters that included 
Judge Knish, Judge Teresa Bennett and Judge Barbara 
Buchholz who held up paddles that read either “Sustained” or 
“Overruled.” 
 The first movie clip that the members watched was from “To 
Kill a Mockingbird.”  It was the scene in which Atticus Finch, 
played by Gregory Peck, throws a glass to his client who is 
standing at Counsel Table and then has his client explain why 
he can catch the glass with one hand but not the other hand. 
This scene gave rise to objections and discussions of demon-
strative evidence and unsworn testimony.  Attorney Mike Bell 
commented that demonstrative evidence, such as the throwing 
of a glass in a courtroom, could literally be very dangerous. 
 A scene from the movie “Legally Blonde” with Reese 
Witherspoon questioning a witness gave rise to objections and 
discussions about asking rapid fire questions without allowing 
the witness an opportunity to respond and to issues of what is 
required under the Evidence Code to qualify as an expert wit-
ness and how it appeared that the expert witness who was tes-
tifying in this scene was Reese Witherspoon as she was con-
ducting the cross-examination of a witness. 
 The members watched two scenes from the movie “My 
Cousin Vinny.”  The first scene involved Joe Pesci’s fiancée, 
Mona Lisa Vito, played by Marisa Tomei, being called as an 
expert witness on automotive mechanics.  This scene involved 
opposing Counsel taking the witness on Voir Dire and lead to 

 
discussions about the hazards of taking an expert witness on 
Voir Dire because in this scene from the movie opposing Coun-
sel actually qualified the Marisa Tomei character as an expert 
witness.  This scene also lent itself to further discussions by the 
members of what is required to qualify as an expert witness un-
der the Evidence Code. 
 The second scene from “My Cousin Vinny” involved a charac-
ter by the name of Mrs. Riley and her identification of the defen-
dants as the persons she observed at the scene of the crime. 
Mrs. Riley wore a rather large pair of coke bottle lensed glasses 
and testified that she was 100 feet away from the defendants 
when she saw them.  Joe Pesci’s character then used a measur-
ing tape and measured fifty feet to the back of the courtroom, 
held up two fingers and asked Mrs. Riley to tell him how many 
fingers he was holding up.  He was holding up two fingers and 
she said he was holding up four fingers.  Although the member-
ship in general agreed that Joe Pesci had made his point, the 
scene lead to further discussion about demonstrative evidence 
and how it needs to be accurate, i.e., the evidence before the 
Court was that Mrs. Riley was 100 feet away from the defen-
dants when she observed them, not fifty feet away. 
 In a scene from the movie “Philadelphia” Denzel Washington 
asked his client who was suffering from HIV/AIDS, played by 
Tom Hanks, to remove his shirt and show the jury his lesions.  
The membership engaged in discussion about the evidentiary 
propriety of this scene and proffered other ways this evidence 
could have been admitted. 
 The membership next watched a scene from “A Few Good 
Men.”  The scene was the cross-examination by LTJG Kaffee, 
played by Tom Cruise of Colonel Jessep, played by Jack Nichol-
son, in which Colonel Jessep angrily replies, “You can’t handle 
the truth.”  This scene lead to discussions by the membership of 
questions calling for speculation, questions being asked of the 
witness with no answers being given in response, a witness ask-
ing Counsel repeated questions and ultimately how a person’s 
emotions can affect the cross-examination. 
 This was followed by a scene from “Inherit the Wind.”  The 
scene involved Spencer Tracy as Clarence Darrow cross exam-
ining the prosecutor, as an expert witness on the bible.  While 
the scene was historically correct, it raised hearsay objections 
from the membership.  
 Lastly, the membership watched a scene from Kramer –v- 
Kramer.  The scene was of the cross examination of Meryl 
Streep by Dustin Hoffman’s attorney asking her whether she 
considered herself a failure at the most important relationship in 
her life.  Discussions by the membership about this scene fo-
cused on the applicability of the Evidence Code to Family Law 
proceedings. 
 At the end of the meeting law student member Justin Crocker 
was acknowledged by Judge Knish and the entire membership 
for his contribution to the presentation in that Justin downloaded 
and edited all the movie scenes and was the audio visual expert 
for the presentation. 
 The next meeting of the Honorable Joseph B. Campbell Inn of 
Court will be held on Wednesday, April 10, 2013, at 5:30 p.m. at 
the Arrowhead Country Club in San Bernardino.  Guest speaker 
for this meeting will be Attorney Scott J. Grossberg known for his 
IPAD FOR THE LAWYER articles and lectures.  Members are 
encouraged to bring their Ipads to the meeting.  

Next Honorable Joseph B. Campbell Inn of Court 

Wednesday, April 10, 2013 @ 5:30 p.m. 

Arrowhead Country Club in San Bernardino 

Guest Speaker:  Attorney Scott J. Grossberg 



April AlmanacApril Almanac  
By: Tony SearsBy: Tony Sears  

  All times Pacific Daylight Time (PDT), which is minus seven (7) 

hours from UTC (Universal Time Coordinated).  Location: 34.1 N, 

117.7 W.  All astronomical data courtesy of the United States Naval 

Observatory website: www.usno.navy.mil.   

 April Sky.  The April New Moon occurs on Wednesday, April 10, at 

2:36 a.m.  The April Full Moon, known as the “Full Egg Moon” occurs 

on April 25, 2013, rising at 7:46 p.m., after having gone full at 12:58 

p.m.  

 On February 15, 2013, at 9:20 a.m. local time, just after sunrise, a 

large meteor/small asteroid (“superbolide”) streaked through the day-

light sky near, Chelyabinsk Russia in the Ural Mountains, coordinates, 

55.510 N, 61.410 E.  The object was traveling at an estimated speed of 

18km/s.  (Kilometers per second, which is about 40,000 mph).  There 

were over a fifteen hundred persons injured, mainly by shattered glass.  

The small asteroid is estimated to have weighed about 11,000 tons and 

between 17 and 20 meters across in size.  Since the vast majority of 

Russian drivers have dash board cameras, to deter police misconduct, 

there are many video accounts of the object streaking across the sky. 

 The good news is that are literally thousands of chunks of the asteroid 

left over.  What’s the difference?  An asteroid is bigger than a meteorite.  

Either way, the object caused a supersonic shock wave, which is why 

there was so much damage to glass.  Scientists are in general agreement 

the object was one of the so-called “Apollo Asteroids”, first discovered 

by the famous asteroid hunter, Karl Wilhelm Reinmuth. 

 On June 30, 1908, the Tunguska airburst event over Central Siberia, 

coordinates 60.55 N, 101.57 E.  At 7:17 a.m. local time, there was an 

enormous explosion and a thirty (30) square mile area of trees were 

blown down in a butterfly shaped pattern.  An hour later in the day and 

bye bye St. Petersburg.  Strangely, there was no impact crater found, 

leading to the conclusion that an airburst event had occurred.  Subse-

quent investigations revealed high concentrations of nickel and iridium, 

suggesting an object from outer space.   There are several theories 

about the Tunguska event, including a small comet vaporizing in the 

atmosphere, a meteroid airburst, a naturally occurring fusion reaction 

(caused by  a  comet  composed  of  deuterium),  a  micro  black  hole, 

and of course, my favorite, an alien spaceship crash.   

 A Tunguska class event is believed to occur, on average, about every 

1200 years.  Objects as big as the recent incident occur about every 100 

years.  

 Garden Notes:  You say Tomato, I say Lycopersicon Esculentum.  

Tomato planting time is upon us.  Start now, add 3-4 plants per month 

through August.  By mid-June, you will have tomatoes galore until No-

vember.  Fresh, tasty, and abundant. From salads to sandwiches, to eat-

ing off the vine, you will have no trouble getting rid of fresh tomatoes.   

 A single tomato plant does very well in a container.  Every year, you 

should freshen up your containers with new compost or organic amend-

ments.  Throw down for some new tomato cages.  The past year’s con-

tainer soil can go into the composter, where the heat should take care of 

any lingering pests or disease.  Not too much nitrogen, or else you will a 

green monster with no fruit.  Use tomato food in your watering cans.  

Your local nursery should have a good selection of starter plants.  Re-

member, you can bury up to half of a tomato plant.  The buried stalk 

will start forming roots, which will help your plant turn into a tomato 

machine.  Here are some known winners: Green Zebra, Cherokee Pur-

ple, Mortgage Lifter, Kellogg’s Breakfast, Lemon Boy, German Green, 

Ox Heart, and Brandywine. 

    You can try to plant seeds now, but you will have much better re-

sults if you hold off on starting seeds in Jiffy Packs until June, when the 

weather is consistently warm.  These later season seedlings will be pro-

ducing in September, October, and November.  We had several large 

Cherokee Purple tomatoes on the table at Thanksgiving last year.  

  

 This is a great time for tomato growers.  There are dozens of heir-

loom varieties available.  The heirlooms are not widely available at 

market, because of the issues with shipping such delicate fruit.  So, 

the only way you get true tomato taste is to grow your own.  Check 

out victoryseeds.com.  Sadly, some out of state growers cannot ship 

plants to California due to agricultural regulations.   

 This is a great time for tomato growers.  There are dozens of heir-

loom varieties available.  The heirlooms are not widely available at 

market, because of the issues with shipping such delicate fruit.  So, 

the only way you get true tomato taste is to grow your own.  Check 

out victoryseeds.com.  Sadly, some out of state growers cannot ship 

plants to California due to agricultural regulations.   

 

April Recipe:  Chile Verde.     
 

Please don’t get upset with me.  My mom was from Nebraska.  This 

is not intended to be the definitive version like the kind your 

grandma from Jalisco made.  Like most of you, I have had the real 

deal, which takes all day.  This is a simple recipe that will give you a 

quick and savory result, courtesy of Toby Medina, owner of College 

Escrow in Claremont.  Cinco De Mayo is just around the corner, or 

you could make this for your spring garden party.    

 I strongly suspect that you could also use a cut up fryer (Chicken) 

for this recipe and achieve a very nice result.  You may have the 

butcher cut the chicken breast into quarters. Follow the same recipe.   

 

2 pounds pork - I prefer tenderloin or chops because there is less fat - 

cubed. 

Salt and pepper the pork and brown on all sides in a kettle with vege-

table oil  

Remove meat from pan, but keep drippings  

Add one diced onion and saute until soft 

Reintroduce the meat into the onion in the pan 

Add 4 cans minimum diced green chiles; and one can of hot green 

chiles 

Stir together add one can of chicken stock  

Season to taste with salt, pepper, garlic powder, cumin and a little 

cayenne for a zip - you can also add a dash of cinnamon if you like 

that taste  

Simmer for an hour on the stove.  Serve with rice and beans.   

 

            Salud!  Tony Sears 
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WSBCBA MEMBERS: 
If you have a suggestion for an MCLE topic, 

Speaker, or know somebody who is interested 
in speaking at one of our luncheons, please 

contact Deva Mora at the Bar Office. 
Phone: (909)483-054 Fax (909)483-0553 

E-mail: westernbarasoc@aol.com 

    

   Knock knock 

   Who’s there? 

   Duane 

   Duane who? 

 

   Duane the drain,             

   I’m drowning. 
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Great Fun at the Western San Bernardino County Bar Association’s  

4th Annual “Judge of the Year” Awards Dinner 

Honoring Justice Jeffrey King 

 

      Hon. Jeffrey King & Dean McVay                                  Charles Althouse, Tony Sears & Hon. Jeffrey King                 Tony Sears, Angelique Bonanno & Dean McVay    

 

        With Rogee Kayashima &                                Sue Shapiro & Margie Warner                     Fernando Bernheim, Bee Dunham  &                  Justin King & Hon. Chris Warner 
            Hon. Ben Kayashima                                                                                                                   Christine Bernheim 

Hon. Jeffrey King, & Hon. Peter Norell                      Manuel Samiento,  Hon. Richard Montes  &           Matthew Taylor &              Hon. Lynn Poncin &         Rebecca Boydston 
                                                                                                       Roy Weatherup                                           Diane Hartog                  D.A.  James  McGee 

      Harold Lai, Hon. Schneider &                          Justin King , Jason Sanchez &            Hon. Douglas Miller &  Roy Weatherup         Bee Dunham, James Yee & Jennifer So 

              Hon. Jeffrey King                                                    Steve Messner 
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    Michael & Darlene Scafiddi             Angelique Bonanno, James Heiting &                  Hon. Douglas Miller &        Justin King &  Hon. Pamela King        Margie Warner &            

                                                                                  Diane Hartop                                         Hon. Jeffrey King                                                                           Hon. Jeffrey King 

    Charles Althouse & Hon. Christopher Marshall            Kevin Bevins, Jeff Miller, Judith Tishkoff &                    Hon. Jeffrey King & Justin King      Dean McVay, Hon. Jeffrey King & 

                                                                                                                  Jennifer So                                                                                                                                Rebecca Boydston 

                     Matthew Taylor                                                                                                                                                     Hon. Chris Warner                           Hon. Peter Norell                  

 
                                                                                                            William Weathers                                             Hon. Ben Kayashima      WSBCBA E.D., Deva Mora & Dean McVay 
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 Floral Centerpieces Sponsored By Dean McVay 

2013 Judge of the Year Award 
 

  

    William Weathers, William Shapiro & Margie Warner 
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             ●    The following emergency civil filing will be accepted: 

 

                  ●   A new action where the statute of limitation expires that day. 

                  ●   An application for a temporary restraining order regarding an event that will take place prior to 

                                                             the next business day. 

                                                  ●       An application for a warrant for the arrest of a vessel regarding an event that must take place 

                                                             prior to the next business day. 

 

                                      CM/ECF will be available for electronic filing on Reduced Service days. 
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CLASSIFIEDSCLASSIFIEDSCLASSIFIEDS   

OFFICE SPACE:  Central Village, Upland Of-
fice, secretarial area, conference room, free 
parking and common area shared with 2 
other attorneys.  $1,025.00/month 
Bill Baker—(951) 733-4544 
 
OFFICE SPACE:OFFICE SPACE:OFFICE SPACE:   Monthly rent for a single office 
is $375 which includes a shared waiting area.  
For all inquiries please call (909) 532-9361 
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Dean McVay 
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Tony Sears 
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David H.  Ricks 
 

SECRETARY/TREASURER 

Matthew Taylor 
 

IMM. PAST PRESIDENT 

Laurel Hoehn 
 

DIRECTORS-AT-LARGE 

Mitchell Roth 

Randal Hannah 

Diane Hartog 

David Goldstein 

Fernando Bernheim 
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Deva Mora 
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