We s t e r n S a n B er n a r d in o C o u n t y B a r A s s o c i a t i o n

BAR BULLETIN
Volume XIII, Issue 11

www.wsbcba.org

REMARKS FROM THE
PRESIDENT’S DESK By: Tony Sears

Greetings! My name is Tony Sears. I am the 2013-14
president of the Western San Bernardino County Bar
Association. I am honored to again serve as the President
of our fine organization. I am committed to serving the
interests of our membership. If you have any questions or
comments, please do not hesitate to contact me. My
telephone numbers are (626) 334-4900 and
(909) 921-6535. My e-mail is tony@nitwik.com.
By way of background, I am a native son of California,
born in Santa Monica in December of 1961. Our family
moved to Upland in May of 1974. I attended Pioneer
Junior High. I went to Damien High School, Class of
1980. I graduated with a Political Science degree from Cal
Poly Pomona in 1984. I graduated from the University of
La Verne, College of Law in 1987.
Over the past 26 years, I have practiced law in the areas
of title insurance defense, as a Deputy County Counsel, a
Deputy Attorney General, and in private practice,
specializing in real estate litigation, landlord/tenant,
governmental affairs, and agriculture law.
Since 2008, I have had my office in Azusa, located at the
Rainbow Canyon Ranch. When your mother-in-law gives
you a free office building, you take it. Call me if you
would like to have a tour of Rainbow Canyon Ranch.
Rainbow Canyon Ranch is a nationally-known boarding
and training stable for hunters, jumpers, and dressage.
Not to sound like Abe Simpson, but I remember when
Upland was still mostly lemon groves. The courthouse was
in Ontario. The now vast City of Rancho Cucamonga
consisted of the rural communities of Cucamonga, Alta
Loma, Etiwanda, and Guasti. Chino was the dairy capitol
of California. Chino Hills was where cougars roamed. The
Montclair Plaza had only one level and actual movie
theaters. Fontana had only one really good high school
football team.
Even in the late 1980s, the West End legal community
was very small and members of the local bar dealt with
each other on regular basis. Anyone remember the
Thunderbird Lanes in Ontario, aka “Dept. T”?
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Naturally, this fostered a much more collegial
atmosphere for the practice of law in our community.
Sadly, this is not always the case in these modern times.
Among my goals for the next year is to promote and
foster a more cordial atmosphere for the practice of law
in our local area.
You may have heard of the changes slated for 2014 in
the San Bernardino County Superior Court. Your bar
leaders and I are working with the courts to see if any of
these changes can be reversed. Dean McVay, Dave
Ricks, Angelique Bonanno, Diane Hartog, and I will
have a meeting set early this month with Judge Slough
and her team. We are also coordinating our efforts with
the San Bernardino and Riverside County Bar
Associations. I will keep you posted on our efforts.
At this point, it would take legislative action to restore
court funding. The Legislature reconvenes in January, so
we have our work cut out for us.
Continued on page 5
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And in the last year and a half, courthouses in Chino,
Needles and Big Bear have closed due to budget cuts. And
there is only one courtroom currently open in Barstow,
which is scheduled to close July 1.
Inland Daily Bulletin
With each of these changes, officials have had to shift the
By: Lori Fowler
workload, Slough said.
“But the re-structuring deepens our ability to handle this
The Superior Court of San Bernardino County has released massive caseload that we have been carrying,” she said.
plans to reorganize local cases when the new Justice Center “We have to be as effective and efficient as we can be with
in downtown San Bernardino opens.
our business.”
Attorneys and judges were advised earlier this month about However, there is criticism toward the new plans.
the significant changes, which includes sending all family
David H. Ricks, an attorney with the Inland Empire Law
and civil cases from the courthouse in Rancho Cucamonga Group in Rancho Cucamonga, said he is especially
to San Bernardino.
frustrated with the plan to move all family law and civil
The plans will take effect in May.
matters out of the West Valley area. He said local lawyers
“These changes will allow this court, which has been
and judges should have been consulted before the changes
historically underfunded and is dealing with several
were decided.
consecutive years of budget cuts, to manage its scarce
“I personally have not found a single person who supports
resources as effectively and efficiently as possible,” said
the move. Without openness and discussion, we as
Presiding Judge Marsha Slough.
attorneys and many of the judges, are left in the dark
The reorganization looks like this:
watching the access to justice and court services dwindling
San Bernardino district criminal cases, both felonies and
unnecessarily,” Ricks said.
misdemeanors, will be heard in the new San Bernardino
He’s worried that the new plan will do more harm than
Justice Center.
good.
Countywide civil cases, including those from Rancho
“Our courts in San Bernardino (County), especially in
Cucamonga, will be moved to the new San Bernardino
Rancho Cucamonga, were a model of efficiency. The
Justice Center.
Judicial Council came to see how it was that judges
West Valley Superior Courthouse in Rancho Cucamonga
handling between 400 to 800 cases each could get those
will only hear West End criminal cases. Felony and
cases resolved or tried so efficiently,” Ricks said.
misdemeanor cases in Fontana will be reviewed to
“Frankly, the efficiency stems from the close relationship
determine which courthouse - San Bernardino or Rancho
between the attorneys and the judges, who work together to
Cucamonga - is better equipped to hear them.
find solutions to the disputes. Now with the judges at a
The Rancho Cucamonga courthouse will also have
further distance, less connected to the cases and the
temporary hearings on both civil and domestic violence
attorneys, efficiency will be lost and the relationship
restraining order matters.
previously built between the bar and the bench will
San Bernardino family law cases will stay in the historic
disappear.”
San Bernardino building. Rancho Cucamonga family law
Ricks, also the president-elect of the Western San
cases will move to the historic courthouse in San
Bernardino County Bar Association, is also worried that
Bernardino.
once the cases are moved, the West End will not see a local
Family law cases in Victorville will stay where they are.
civil court again.
Cases of small claims, landlord/tenants and traffic/
“San Bernardino County residents are the big losers in this
non-traffic infractions from the San Bernardino, Fontana
move,” Ricks said. “An outcry needs to come from the
and Rancho Cucamonga districts will be heard in Fontana. public to keep the services their tax dollars pay for.”
The new Justice Center, which the restructure revolves
Ricks cited several negative examples that could come
around, is scheduled to be open for business on May 28.
from the changes.
“This is an opportunity for us to really evaluate how we do “Instead of having personal injury cases tried in the
business as efficiently and effectively and smartly as we
community where the injured person resides, that person
can,” Slough said.
will have to travel significant distances to call upon the
The reorganization is one of the solutions intended to offset courts for compensation for his or her losses,” he said.
the court’s darkest hour.
Slough said within the county court system, 86 judges are
Continued on page 3
doing the work of 156, and 866 employees are doing the
work of about 1,500.

SAN BERNARDINO COUNTY COURT
CASES TO BE REORGANIZED
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SAN BERNARDINO COUNTY COURT
CASES TO BE REORGANIZED
[Continued from page 2]
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Installation Dinner & Awards Ceremony

Ricks also talked hypothetically about how an abused
woman reliant on public transportation could miss her court
appointment and “will not be able to present her case,
thereby denying her access to justice.”
And “family law attorneys will be required to charge clients
for increased travel time thereby increasing the cost for
these services to those struggling with difficult
circumstances,” Ricks said.
“In civil matters, including personal injury claims and
business disputes, the costs associated with handling these
matters increase (and those costs are ultimately passed on to
the western Inland Empire residents and businesses).”
While there is some sacrifice required in the new plans,
Slough said they are working to provide as many services as
they can.
The court is working to implement more online services
regarding family law issues or domestic violence protective
orders, and they are trying to reduce wait time in mediation
by looking into re-engineering how they process cases.
“This plan maximizes limited services, but it does have a
cost,” said Stephen Nash, court executive officer for San
Bernardino County Superior Court.
Special thank you to the Inland Daily Bulletin and
Lori Fowler for allowing us to print their article in our
Bar Bulletin.

WE ENCOURAGE YOU TO JOIN IN AND WRITE
YOUR SUPERVISOR, ASSEMBLYMAN AND
CONGRESSMAN OF YOUR THOUGHTS AND
CONCERNS REGARDING THE RECENT COURT
“REORGANIZATION” PLANS.
Janice Rutherford - 2nd District Supervisor
San Bernardino County Board of Supervisors
8575 Haven Avenue, Suite 110
Rancho Cucamonga, CA 91730
Mike Morrell - 63rd District Assemblyman
California State Assembly
10604 Trademark Parkway, Suite 308
Rancho Cucamonga, CA 91730
Gary G. Miller - Congressman
Rancho Cucamonga District Office
8300 Utica Avenue, Suite 105
Rancho Cucamonga, CA 91730

WELCOME
Western San Bernardino County Bar
Association’s New Members:
G. Ross Trindle, III - Best, Best & Krieger, LLP
Michael R. Milazzo, RCPS, Inc.
Noelia Barajas, University of La Verne, Student
Paul Beelke, University of La Verne, Student
Christina Bernheim, University of La Verne, Student
Erik Bressler, University of La Verne, Student
Joe Estrada, University of La Verne, Student
Sanam Ghoddoussi, University of La Verne, Student
Monique Gramling, University of La Verne, Student
Alba Granados, University of La Verne, Student
Aisha Gutierrez, University of La Verne, Student
Stephanie Gutierrez, University of La Verne, Student
Jonathan Hartnell, University of La Verne, Student
Gayane N. Moloian, University of La Verne, Student
Marlene Moreno, University of La Verne, Student
Andrea Naccache, University of La Verne, Student
Camille Oscar, University of La Verne, Student
Andrea Rodriguez, University of La Verne, Student
Christina Rudolph, University of La Verne, Student
Jessica Salinas, University of La Verne, Student
Gurjit Singh, University of La Verne, Student
Jason Cy Smith, University of La Verne, Student
Jason Steele, University of La Verne, Student
Davion Stephens, University of La Verne, Student
Alysia Van Leersum, University of La Verne, Student
Maria Ward, University of La Verne, Student
Christian Woods, University of La Verne, Student
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November Almanac

By: Tony Sears

All times Pacific Standard Time (PST), which is
minus eight hours from UTC (Universal Time
Coordinated). Location: 34.1 N, 117.7 W. All
astronomical data courtesy of the United States
Naval Observatory website: www.usno.navy.mil.
November Sky. The November New Moon occurs
on Sunday, November 3 at 4:31 a.m., just after you
get up to switch your clock back to PST at 3:00 a.m.
Look for Jupiter high in the sky all night. Venus is
also quite prominent in the western sky near Dusk.
The November Full Moon is known as the “Full
Beaver Moon” It is so named because it was the
time to set out beaver traps to insure a supply of furs
for the coming winter and the making of top hats.
The Full Beaver Moon” occurs on Sunday,
November 17, 2013, at 7:13 a.m. This presents a
chance to see the fully exposed lunar disk when it
rises at 5:06 p.m. The full Moon will pretty much
ruin the Leonids Meteor shower this year, so go
ahead and sleep in.
Garden Notes: This is the very best time of year to
plant drought tolerant plants. Rancho Santa Ana
Botanical Garden, 1500 N. College Avenue,
Claremont, is having their annual plant sale on
November 2, 2013, from 8:00 a.m. until 4:00 p.m.
Members only on November 2 from 8-10:00 a.m.,
open to the public otherwise. Call (909)-625-8767,
ext. 222 for membership information. Thousands of
plants, seeds, and bulbs, from future mighty Oaks to
shade tolerant ground covers are available.
I am doing a large scale planting this year at
Rainbow Canyon Ranch. I will be planting
Fremontias, “Pacific Sunset” along the banks of the
San Gabriel River. These bad boys will eventually
reach 20-25 feet tall and wide. In the spring, the
Fremontia are covered with large yellow flowers. I
will also be planting Matilja “Baja” poppies, which
have a large white flower. These plants will require
very little extra water and will help stabilize the river
bank.
For the smaller scale projects, there are dozens of
flowering shrubs available, such as Mexican sages,
Penstemon, Monkey flower, Lupines, the list goes on
and is available at the website, rsabg.org.
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Your bees and Hummingbirds will thank you.
November Recipe: Turkey Day, November 28,
2013. Simple, simple, simple. Cherry Smoked
Turkey Breast. We have big gathering at the ranch,
so I prepare several turkeys in different manners.
Pancetta crusted. Deep Fried. Herb crusted. The
simplest of all is the Cherry smoked Turkey Breast.
You can get cherry wood chunks at BBQ Galore.
Soak the chunks (10-12) in water for at least an hour.
This also makes an nice supplement for turkey
sandwiches for the long holiday weekend.
Brine. All turkeys should be brined. The turkey
breast can handle an overnight soak. In a new, clean,
five gallon bucket (with a lid), put two gallons of
warm water. Then add 1 cup of kosher salt, 1 cup of
brown sugar, 2 lemons, 2 limes, and 2 oranges,
quartered, 4 sprigs of thyme, and 6 sprigs of
rosemary. Put the turkey in the brine, put the lid on
and secure, then give the bucket a good shake. You
can do this as early as 6:00 on Wednesday evening
or as late as midnight.
In the morning, take the turkey breast out of the
bucket and give a good washing. Season with
poultry seasoning (I use “Red Baron”), cover with
plastic wrap. Get your grill fired up. You are going
to grill the turkey breast, bone side down, with the
lid closed, on an indirect fire for about and hour and
a half (90 minutes) or until the meat thermometer
reads 165F. The Cherry wood chunks go right on
the fire and impart a wonderful smoky flavor and
color.
Last year, this came off the grill about 8:30 a.m. (I
was off to a great start!) About 9:15 a.m. my dear
sweet wife Linda pulled the Trader Joe mini
croissants out of the oven and it was on! A nice slice
of turkey on the warm croissant with a hint of mayo
or dijon mustard. Only one, or you’ll spoil your
appetite. Wrap the fully cooled breast in plastic and
foil and refrigerate. It’ll be fine until Friday
morning, when you can slice it up for a turkey
sandwich.
Buon Appetito! Tony Sears
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We had 165 in attendance and the event went off
without a hitch. I would also like to thank our
generous sponsors,
I would request that everyone who reads this take a
including: Shernoff Bidart Echeverria Bentley LLP,
moment and figure out who your Assembly and Senate
Hon. James Brooks and Wendy Brooks, Brown &
members are and write down their contact information.
Lipinsky, Rizio & Nelson, Arent Fox LLP - Hon.
In all seriousness, we may have to start running some of
Stephen Larson, Lewis Brisbois Bisgaard & Smith
our own candidates for the Legislature. Maybe we can drag LLP, Personal Court Reporters, Law Offices of
Bill McVittie out of retirement. A ballot initiative to
Angelique Bonanno, Law Office of Elizabeth
provide the judicial system with appropriate and stable
Courtney, Law Offices of David M. Goldstein, Law
funding may also need to be considered.
Offices of Matthew Taylor, Top Pick Mediator,
I would like to thank everyone who attended our Annual
Varner & Brandt LLP, Dean McVay and Brandt
Installation and Awards Dinner on October 17, 2013.
Family Winery for their generous support.
During the reception and dinner, it was great to hear some
Last but not least, I would like to thank our
tales from years gone past. We were also honored by the
immediate past president, Dean McVay for his years
presence of Judges Janet Frangie, Cynthia Ludvigsen,
Brigid McCann, Gilbert Ochoa, Tara Reilly, and Wilfred J. of fine service to our organization and his leadership
Schneider, Jr. We were also joined by Retired Judges
over the past year as President. Our organization is
Martha Bellinger, Craig Kamansky, Michael Rutberg and
on sound financial footing and our membership has
James Brooks.
increased. We have new board members and our
After the swearing in of the 2013-2014 Officers and
leadership is strong and diverse. Well done, Dean!
Directors by the Hon. Janet M. Frangie, we moved onto the
For those of us in MCLE compliance group 3
highlight of the evening, the presentation of the annual
(N-Z), our time is up on January 31, 2014. Good
awards.
news! You can get it closed out and finish out the
First, was a Lifetime Achievement Award to Charles S.
Doskow. I had the honor of presenting the award to Chuck. year with a clean slate. You can pick up three hours
this month on November 21, 2013, from 6:30 -9:30
Thankfully, I resisted the urge to roast him. Chuck’s
p.m. at the University of La Verne, College of Law,
daughter, Emily Doskow, a practicing lawyer, shared with
320 “D” Street, Ontario, California. The topics will
us stories of why this honor was well deserved.
Second, was the 2013 Legal Assistant of the Year award,
include Substance Abuse, Elimination of Bias, and
which went to Roberta Shouse. Sadly, this was a
Ethics. The cost is a mere $50.00 for three hours of
posthumous award. Roberta’s son, Neil Shouse, shared
mandatory topics. We will be having sandwiches and
with us the amazing story of Roberta and her singular
soft drinks.
devotion to the cause of legal services for all in the Inland
Finally, you will soon be receiving your annual
Empire.
membership renewal. Please take the time to
The highlight of the evening was the Jennifer Brooks
renew your membership. For those of you who are
Lawyer of the Year Award. We were honored to have
Jennifer’s parents, the Hon. James Brooks (Ret.) and Wendy not yet members, I urge you to consider joining our
fine organization. Given these uncertain times for the
Brooks at the event.
judicial system, it is vital that we all work
The Brooks award goes each year to a local lawyer who
together and speak with a unified voice.
demonstrates the finest qualities of our profession. Such
Among the many benefits is your photo
qualities include what Judge Charles W. McCoy refers to as
the “Five Cs”: Candor, Compassion, Civility, Courage, and identification card which permits you to enter the San
Competence.
Bernardino County Courthouses through the staff
As we heard from those who knew Jennifer, she
entrance. The time savings alone on just two court
practiced law with great integrity and demonstrated all of
appearances more than justifies the payment of our
these essential qualities. This year’s honoree, Greg Bentley modest membership dues. For a full list of
with his distinguished record of service to the entire
member benefits and an application to join, please
community, has long demonstrated these qualities in his
email Deva Mora at wesernbarassoc@aol.com or call
practice. Congratulations, Greg!
Special thanks go out to our executive director, Deva (909) 483-0548. See you in court! Tony Sears
Mora, who was instrumental in putting together a truly
memorable evening.
Remarks From the President’s Desk
[Continued from page 1]
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WSBCBA ROBERTA SHOUSE
SCHOLARSHIP FUND
The Western San Bernardino County Bar Association is
pleased to announce the establishment of the “WSBCBA
Roberta Shouse Legal Aid Scholarship Fund,” to be
awarded annually at our Judicial Officer of the Year Dinner
each Spring to one or two deserving law students who will
be spending their summer working for the Legal Aid
Society of San Bernardino. Donation forms are available in
this month’s newsletter. Please fill out the form and return
it to the Bar office, indicating which amount you would like
to contribute to the upcoming March, 2014 scholarship
recipient and which amount you would like to donate to the
general scholarship endowment fund.
Roberta Shouse was awarded the WSBCBA Legal
Assistant of the Year Award posthumously at last month’s
Installation Dinner. Roberta was the Executive Director of
Legal Aid San Bernardino from its inception in 1978 until
her death on July 4, 2013. The society provides the poorest
in the county with access to justice. She was a lifetime
resident of San Bernardino and she received her AA degree
in sociology from Valley College in 1964. She
administered the clinic for 35 years, providing free or
low-cost legal services to poor families throughout San
Bernardino County.
Roberta also served on the San Bernardino County and
California Commissions on the Status of Women, chaired
the county Civil Service Commission, and was involved in
many charities, public services, and hosted a weekly public
access TV program entitled Legal Issues.
Our first scholarships will be awarded on March 27, 2014,
when we will honor the California Chief Justice, Tani Cantil
-Sakauye, with our 2014 Judge of the Year Award.
Please contact us should you have any questions
concerning this new scholarship fund.
Thank you,
Dean McVay
Immediate Past President

Western San Bernardino County Bar
Association Roberta Shouse Scholarship Fund
Donation Form is inserted in this bulletin for
your convenience.
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Save the dates:
MCLE Madness - 3 Credits
Ethics, Bias & Substance Abuse
November 21, 2013
Toys for Tots Holiday Celebration
December 12, 2013
Judicial Officer of the Year
March 27, 2014
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Thank you to the WSBCBA 2012-2013 Officers and Board of
Directors. From left to right, Randal Hannah, Dianae Hartog,
David Goldstein, Fernando Bernheim, Angelique Bonanno,
Mitchell Roth, Laura Hoehn, Dean McVay, Tony Sears, Matthew
Taylor and David Ricks
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Hon. Janet M. Frangie swears in the new 2013-2014 WSBCBA
Officers: President Tony Sears, President Elect David Ricks,
Vice President Diane Hartog, Secretary/Treasurer Matthew
Taylor, Immediate Past President Dean McVay. Board of
Directors: Fernando Bernheim, Angelique Bonanno, David
Goldstein, Randal Hannah, Gilbert Holmes, Daren Lipinsky and
Mitchell Roth

Imm. Past President Dean McVay & President Tony Sears

Imm. Past President Dean McVay & President Tony Sears

2nd District
Supervisor
Janice Rutherford
Imm. Past President Dean McVay & 2nd Dist. Supervisor
Janice Rutherford

63rd District
Assemblyman
Mike Morrell

Imm. Past President Dean McVay & 63rd District
Assemblyman Mike Morrell
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Installation of Officers and Award Ceremony
October 17, 2013
Lifetime Achievement Award - Charles Doskow

Legal Assistant of the Year - Roberta Shouse (posthumously)

Jennifer Brooks Lawyer of the Year
Gregory Bentley
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Installation of Officers and Award Ceremony
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More Installation Dinner Fun!

CLASSIFIEDS
OFFICE SPACE: Central
Village, Upland Office, secretarial area,
conference room, private bathroom, free
parking and
common area shared with 1 other attorney. $950.00/month.
(909) 982-5962.
OFFICE SPACE: There is a number of
office spaces available at this classic law
office building located in Ontario for 1 to
6 attorneys. A lease rate of $1 per square
foot makes this an extremely good value.
The office spaces available range from
200 to 2,000 sq ft. Included in the rental
are a receptionist, reception area, two
conference rooms, a law library, kitchen
and some storage areas. There are
copiers, a fax, high speed internet and a
scanner available for use at a nominal
charge. This is an exceptional value for
an attorney or group of attorneys looking
for office space that has all of the
amenities needed. The offices are
conveniently located in Ontario with easy
access to the 10 and 60 freeways. For all
inquiries call (909) 395-0909, ask for
Shannon.

WSBCBA MEMBERS:
If you have a suggestion for
an MCLE topic, speaker, or
know somebody who is interested in speaking at one
of our luncheons, please
contact Deva Mora at the
Bar Office.
Phone: (909) 483-054
Fax (909) 483-0553
E-mail:
westernbarassoc@aol.com
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Ed_ad_

Western San Bernardino County Bar Association and Lawyer Referral Service

New Mailing Address:
8291 Utica Avenue, Suite 102
Rancho Cucamonga, CA 91730
Please update your records

WES TER N S AN B ER NAR DI NO COUNTY B AR ASS OC I ATI ON
8291 Utica Avenue, Suite 102
Rancho Cucamonga, CA 91730
Phone: (909) 483-0548—Fax: (909) 483-0553
www.wsbcba.org
GOVERNING BOARD
2013/2014 Officers
PRESIDENT
Tony Sears
PRESIDENT ELECT
David H. Ricks
VICE PRESIDENT
Diane Hartog
SECRETARY/TREASURER
Matthew Taylor
IMM. PAST PRESIDENT
Dean McVay
DIRECTORS-AT-LARGE
Fernando Bernheim
Angelique Bonanno
David Goldstein
Randal Hannah
Gilbert Holmes
Daren Lipinsky
Mitchell Roth
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Deva Mora
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