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Welcome WSBCBA New Members 
Michael J. Bidart, Esq. -  Shernoff Bidart Echeverria Bentley 

Matthew Clark, Esq. -  Shernoff Bidart Echeverria Bentley 

Kristopher Daams, Esq.– Cho Sheasby Chung & Ignacio 

Danica Dougherty, Esq. -  Shernoff Bidart Echeverria Bentley 

Clare Lucich, Esq. -  Shernoff Bidart Echeverria Bentley 

Steven Messner, Esq. -  Shernoff Bidart Echeverria Bentley 

Steven Schuetze, Esq. -  Shernoff Bidart Echeverria Bentley 

Juan Sequeira—Paralegal Student—Everest College 

 

Western San Bernardino County Bar AssociationWestern San Bernardino County Bar AssociationWestern San Bernardino County Bar Association   

                  BAR BULLETINBAR BULLETINBAR BULLETIN   

 In November 2014, after I was installed as president of the 

Western San Bernardino County Bar Association, I shared with 

you my vision and goals for our organization going forward.  

Those ideas were designed to directly impact and improve the 

lives of our local attorneys, as well as our community at large.  

One of those ideas involved the re-establishment of our 

previously successful pro per mediation program.  With the 

assistance and the approval of our civil judges we are seeing the 

success of our efforts coming to fruition.  What does this mean 

to you as attorneys, and how will it benefit our local residents? 

 Let’s start with a little history.  In 2002, during the first time I 

was leading our organization, I noticed on many occasions, 

while sitting in court, the inordinate number of pro per litigants 

attempting to navigate the legal process.  Most of these 

individuals were defendants in collection matters of one sort or 

another.  These individuals clearly needed assistance with their 

legal matters, yet there was no way they were going to be able 

to afford an attorney.  Frankly, for most of these cases, an 

attorney was not going to be able to significantly alter the 

outcome of their matter to justify the added cost of counsel to 

the litigant.  So there were these pro per litigants, floundering 

under the challenges of a complex legal system.  This was a 

real problem for them and the courts.  These cases were 

occupying potential trial and motion dates and were slowing 

down the speed of the cases which really needed the time and 

attention of the judiciary.  At that time, I was told that each 

judge was handling a case volume in excess of 800 cases per 

courtroom.  (That number may have grown since then.)  There 

was clearly a need to help these individuals, a need to help 

alleviate courtroom congestion and to do so while not 

burdening the pro per litigants and their opponents with 

unnecessary legal fees.   

 With the assistance of the WSBCBA Board of Directors in 

2002, we designed a program, fully funded by the Courts which 

allowed the judges to refer these pro per cases (meanding where 

at least one party to a simple  limited jurisdiction claim was a 

pro per litigant) out to the WSBCBA for mediation by members 

of the Bar Association.  This program was a real benefit to all 

involved.  For the courts, we were able to reduce its case 

volume significantly as these cases would be referred out for 

mediation and they would resolve at a success rate greater than 

80%.   

 For the collection companies, hospitals, credit card 

companies, etc., we were able to help reduce their costs of 

litigation and secure agreed upon settlements, with stipulated 

judgments for their matters.  For the pro per litigants they were 

able to confidentially discuss their matter with a mediator, an 

experienced trial attorney, who could guide them on the best 

way to resolve their dispute with the least amount of financial 

pain.  For the attorneys who served as mediators, it provided a 

great deal of satisfaction knowing we were giving our time to 

help our community and its residents, as well as, help our 

court system serve the needs of even the least financially 

capable litigants.  Over the years, I have spoken with many 

attorneys who expressed their personal satisfaction as they 

volunteered their time to this program. 

 The system functioned well for nearly ten years.  Then, the 

courts began losing their funding and the program, and the 

funding for the program had to be cut.  Last time I checked, 

there are as many, if not more, pro per litigants appearing in 

our courts now than there were ten years ago.  The need for 

the program remains as much now as it did in 2002.  At the 

beginning of this year, I set out to get a renewed commitment 

from the courts to support the reintroduction of the program 

with only a few minor changes.  I am excited to announce that 

court approval was received from the San Bernardino Courts 

this past month.  I want to thank Judge Slough and Judge 

Sachs for leading the effort to reinvigorate a mutually 

beneficial program for the bench and the bar, not to mention 

the many pro per litigants who would otherwise be left 

hopelessly entangled in the legal system. 

  

Here is how the program will work now.   
 

 1. Any limited jurisdiction case involving a pro 

per party, may submit their matter to the 

WSBCBA Pro Per Mediation program for 

assistance in resolving their matter.  We 

anticipate this submissions will often arise at 

the Trial Setting Conference or upon 

stipulation of the parties.   

Continued on page 4 
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By Lisa DeLorme, President 

 
  

All times Pacific Daylight Time (PDT), which is minus 

seven hours from UTC (Universal Time Coordinated).  

May will be a very fine month for naked eye sky 

watching.  Mercury will shine high above the western 

horizon from May 1 to May 15.  Look for Mercury to the 

lower right of Venus, about an hour after sunset.  Venus 

is still the brightest object in the sky, shining like a 

diamond in the western sky in Gemini after sunset.   

 To be standing on the third rock from the sun and able 

to see the second and first at the same time is thought 

provoking. It gives a nice perspective on our little place 

in the grand universe.  Jupiter is still high in the sky all 

night on the Leo/Cancer boundary. Mars is hidden in the 

glare of the sun. Saturn brings up the rear in the eastern 

sky and rises after 9:00 p.m. in Scorpio.  So once again, it 

will be possible to see five planets at once.  Only if you 

look down. 

 The May Full Moon is called the “Full Milk Moon” and 

happens on May 3, 2015 at 8:42 p.m., one hour after it 

rises at 7:25 p.m. so it will be very bright all night.  Since 

it is near to Cinco de Mayo, there will be Tequila fueled 

dancing in the Moon light on May 1 and 2.  Remember to 

old adage: “One Tequila, Two Tequila, Three Tequila, 

Floor!” 

Garden Notes:  You too can still have a garden. Really.  

You can still turn over your beds or containers.  Any 

weekend in May would be an ideal time to start.  Even if 

you have a couple of tomatoes and a basil plant or two, 

your efforts will be rewarded.  Throw out some Zinnia or 

Pepper seeds in your containers.  The Zinnias are heat 

tolerant and can make a flashy summer display of color, 

especially in containers.  Zinnias come in numerous sizes 

and colors. Plant now for a color burst in late July and 

August. 

 You can try Sweet Corn in a raised bed.  Sweet Corn is 

not a good neighbor, so the entire bed would be a mini 

corn field.  Sweet Corn loves water and nitrogen.  When 

the silks appear, liberally apply Cayenne or Chili powder 

to the silks.  This will deter corn worms and have no 

impact on the flavor of your corn.  Harvest the ears when 

the silks have completed dried out and are brown.  The 

first picture is my sweet corn patch planted on the 26th of 

March.  Golden Bantam, a yellow variety with a slightly 

earthy flavor.  Still plenty sweet.  The other picture is 

Peaches ‘n’ Cream, a yellow/white hybrid, super sweet.  

Planted on the 9th of February.   

 I have planted both varieties (not together!) in a 4' x 

12' bed with very nice results.  You can water by buying 

a plastic bucket and filing with the water you waste 

waiting for the shower water to get hot.  You’ll get 3-4 

gallons of nice clean water for your corn patch per day, 

which is enough to water the corn for the duration of the 

90 day season.  

 Looks like I’ll need to get bigger Combine.... Perhaps 

trade the old Gleaner R-62 in for the John Deere S-690 

or a Case 9240.  That Caterpillar/Challenger 560c is also 

pretty sweet.  Or the baddest of them all, the New 

Holland CR10.90 Elevation, with a whopping 653 eco 

friendly turbo diesel horsepower.   

 It is called a “Combine” or “Combine Harvester” 

because it performs two functions.  First, it cuts the stalk 

(reaps) of whatever you are harvesting.  That used to be 

done by hand with a scythe.  Second, it separates the 

grain from the chaff (wheat), cob (corn), or pod 

(soybeans).  That process, was known as “thrashing” 

and also used to be done by hand. 

 The latest trick thing is to have a Combine that has 

rubber tracks on the front.  Think more like the triangle 

set up on a Sno-Cat as opposed to a Sherman tank.  The 

theory is that it causes less soil compaction by spreading 

the considerable weight (19-22 tons) of the combine 

over a larger area, without the loss of traction.    

 New Combine prices start at $275,000.00 and up.  The 

“up” gets you a posh cab, with GPS, WiFi, leather seats, 

and Netflix.  The thing runs itself, using the GPS data 

you gathered when you planted your corn or soybean 

field in April.  This same machine can also be used to 

harvest soybeans, wheat, rice, oats, or rye.  All you have 

to do is switch out your corn header for your grain 

header.  This adds another $75,000 to the price tag.   

 My dear sweet wife pointed out the downside, in 

addition to cost: I am not farming three sections (1920 

acres, 3 square miles) of nearly flat prime Missouri 

River Valley bottom ground in Burt County, Nebraska.  

Plus, even a city slicker like you should knows that 

sweet corn is harvested by hand...      

 

Continued on page 4 
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 A meeting of the Hon. Joseph B. Campbell American 

Inn of Court was held on April 8, 2015 on the campus of 

the University of La Verne Law School.    Each year, the 

Campbell Inn holds one of its meetings on the La Verne 

campus as part of its outreach efforts to the wider legal 

community.  Each year the Campbell Inn also welcomes 3

-5 members of the 3L class at La Verne to its membership.  

This year’s student members of the Inn are David Michie, 

Sajda Bryant and Marwan Abdallah, all from La Verne; as 

well as, Steven Bell from Western State College of Law 

and Charles Fuertsch of Whittier Law School. 

 The topic of the evening’s meeting was “Preparing Your 

Case for Trial.”   The very-experienced panel of trial 

lawyers assembled to address the topic included Presiding 

Judge Marsha Slough, civil defense attorney Bruce 

Disenhouse, civil plaintiff’s attorney Michael Bidart and 

criminal defense attorney David Greenberg.  The panelists 

had a lot of great trial advice—more than could ever 

covered here. 

 Many attorneys draft jury instructions at the end of the 

case, just before trial.  Our panelists agreed this is a 

mistake.  They stressed that trial preparation begins with 

the jury instructions, and that jury instructions should be 

prepared at the very inception of the case, before a 

complaint or answer is prepared.  This is particularly 

important for plaintiffs because drafting your complaint 

with the jury instructions in hand avoids demurrers, as 

well as any surprises as to exactly what it is that is to be 

proven. 

 Every case you try will have facts that are bad for you.  

If there were no bad facts for each party, a trial would 

never happen.  All of the panelists agreed that trying to 

bury your bad facts never works, the other side will bring 

them out.  Therefore, it is important to get out ahead of 

them and be the first to mention them.  Rather than bury 

them, bring them out in a manner that explains why they 

should not detract from an outcome in favor of your 

client.   

 Criminal defense lawyers have to decide whether or not 

they will have their client testify.  Despite the fact that 

juries often assume that a witness who didn’t testify had 

something unfavorable to say, most criminal attorneys 

elect not to have their client take the stand.  Civil defense 

attorneys typically do not get to make this decision as the 

defendant will typically be called during the Plaintiff’s   

case in chief, where he or she will be cross-examined 

on direct under Evidence Code Section 776.  Defense 

attorneys should prepare their case as if they will not 

have their client on direct. 

 Finally, Judge Slough stressed the importance of 

preparation and organization.  Thorough preparation is 

not enough without organization.  When lawyers 

fumble to locate documents, or worse, don’t bring them 

at all, it is something that juries notice.  Unfairly or not, 

their assessment is often harsh and will color their 

evaluation of your case.  Other panelists agreed and 

noted that in addition to organization, juries expect 

attorneys at trial to behave with civility, decency and 

cooperation toward each other.  

 The next meeting of the Campbell Inn of Court takes 

place at 5:30 p.m. on May 13, 2015 at the beautiful 

hilltop Castaway Restaurant, 670 Kendall Avenue at E. 

Street, San Bernardino.   Visitors interested in Inn 

membership are welcome to attend. 

By Lisa  Delorme, President 

 THE SAN BERNARDINO COUNTY 

LAW LIBRARY IS PLEASED TO 

ANNOUNCE  

 
 An upcoming trial of the LexisNexis Digital Library 

program that will make thousands of LexisNexis 

eBooks available for patron use!  eBooks such as 

California Family Law Practice and Procedure, 

California Penal Code, California Forms of Pleading 

and Practice, Moore’s Federal Practice, and many 

more will be available for in-library use on library 

computers or your laptop, tablet or other mobile 

device.  Visit any of our branches between May 4- 

July 3 to use these valuable resources and learn more 

about the program.  Stay tuned for more information 

on free CLE programs on using eBooks to improve 

research productivity and other training programs. 
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 2. The cost will be a total of $150.00 for 

approximately a two hour mediation with a 

member of the WSBCBA who is an 

experienced attorney in the subject matter of 

the lawsuit.  The few can be split by the parties 

in any fashion desired, paid by one party or 

waived under extreme circumstances.  This fee 

is paid in advance to the Western San 

Bernardino County Bar Association for its 

costs in managing the program.  The mediators 

volunteers, his or her time and will be unaware 

of who paid the fee thereby eliminating any 

concern of bias or impropriety. 

 

 3. The Bar will assist in selecting the mediator 

and setting up the hearing date and location.  

(Normally the mediation will be held in the 

mediator’s office or at the bar office.) 

 

 4. The mediator will provide approximately two 

hours of his/her time to assist the parties in 

resolving their dispute and putting the 

resolution in writing in a form provided by the 

Bar. 

 

 5. If the matter is resolved, the court will be 

notified and the matter dismissed with a 

settlement of the dispute.  If not resolved, the 

matter will returned to the Court’s trial 

calendar. 

 

 To get this program fully operational, we need a couple of 

things from our members and the attorneys in the community.  

First, the attorneys who are handling limited jurisdiction 

collections, or similar matters, consider submitting the case to 

our mediation program.  I would even invite you to pay the full 

fee of $150 dollars to get the pro per to participate in the 

program.  It will probably be the best money spent in the case.  

Next, we need our members to volunteer to act as mediators to 

help make this program.  The more members willing to 

participate, the lighter the load it is for us all.  Your time 

commitment will be minimal.  For example, during the first 

time the program was in operation, I generally spent about two 

hours a month assisting as a mediator.  Over several years, I 

helped resolve well in excess of 50 cases.  Multiply that by 30 

or 40 mediators.  We could help remove and resolve hundreds 

of cases every year.  Think about how that will speed up your 

own practice in the San Bernardino courts. 

 Join with me and our Board in giving back to the courts and 

community by using this program and volunteering to be a 

mediator.  I promise you that the experience is satisfying and 

the benefits will be felt across our County.  Contact Deva Mora, 

our WSBCBA director and let her know you want to be part of 

this effort to make our system of justice work for everyone. 

May 2015 Almanac 
Continued from page 2 

 

Joint Meeting: On June 11, 2015, there will the annual 

joint meeting of the Western San Bernardino County 

Bar Association and the Eastern Los Angeles County 

Bar Association, at Rainbow Canyon Ranch in Azusa.  

An MCLE hour, a hosted Bar, and fabulous food by 

Canyon City BBQ.  Afterwards, all are welcome to stick 

around for cigar smokin’, guitar pickin’, and whisky 

sippin’ fun.  For further details please see this month’s 

WSBCBA bulletin. 

Recipe of the Month:   
 Albacore Sandwich Mix.  Mother’s Day, Sunday, May 

10, 2015.  I am truly blessed.  Even though we lost my 

mom in 1996, we still have my mother-in-law, Mary 

Gatti.  Mary is a kind and generous woman.  She is a 

world class horse trainer and successful business 

woman.  Here is her simply fabulous recipe for Albacore 

Sandwich Mix.  This is enough for 12-14 sandwiches.  

You can also serve a scoop for a “big salad” or make a 

killer tuna melt in your cast iron skillet.  So rather than 

taking mom out to a crowded brunch, consider having a 

fancy lunch at home.  A salad of fresh spring mix and 

Potato Leek soup (cold version) would also be great. 

Your favorite White Wine will work quite nicely with 

this. 

Mary Gatti’s Albacore Sandwich Mix: 

(3) 12 oz. cans of Albacore (Water packed only) Starkist 

or Chicken of the Sea or Bumblebee. 

(2) 8 oz. cans of Water Chestnuts, finely chopped. 

(1) cup of finely diced Celery 

24-30 oz. of Best Foods Mayo.   

(1) 8 oz. can of Salted Cashew Pieces (Planter’s is the 

best). 

1/4 cup finely minced Onion. 

Wheat Bread, toasted if you like. 

 

Mix all chopped ingredients together with Mayo. Drain 

Albacore well and combine .  If you have any left overs, 

cover tightly with plastic wrap or a sealed container and 

it will keep in the fridge for a  two or three days.  Have a 

Happy Mother’s Day.  Buon Appetito!  Tony Sears  
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WSBCBA Members and Executive Director "Out and About" at the  

San Bernardino Symphony's Golden Baton Gala to Honor Dean McVay, Esq.  

March 27, Mission Inn, Riverside 

 

Past President Angelique Bonanno,  

Greg Flynn and Dean McVay 

Executive Director Deva Mora and  

Judge Janet Frangie 
Dean McVay and President Elect       

Diane Guzman Hartog 
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  WSBCBA ROBERTA SHOUSE 

SCHOLARSHIP FUND  

DONATION FORM 
 

YES, I/We would like to donate to the “Western San Bernardino County Bar Association 

Roberta Shouse Scholarship Fund.”  Please accept my contribution to this fund. 

 

NAME_____________________________________________________________________ 

AGENCY/COMPANY (if applicable)_____________________________________________ 

ADDRESS__________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

Amount of Contribution: $_________________________ 

Optional - This contribution is in honor of: 

NAME_____________________________________________________________________ 

PLEASE MAKE YOUR CHECK PAYABLE TO: 

WSBCBA Shouse Scholarship 

PLEASE MAIL THIS FORM WITH YOUR CHECK TO: 

Western San Bernardino County Bar Association 

WSBCBA Roberta Shouse Scholarship Fund 

8409 Utica Avenue • PO Box 624 

Rancho Cucamonga, CA 91729  

Please designate:  

Contribution given to specific Scholarship - 2015 Scholarship Recipient:  $______________ 

Contribution given to general Scholarship - General Fund: $_______________ 

 

 

 

This is a tax-deductible charitable donation.   

Tax ID #:  33-0172529 

 

 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR DONATION! 
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WSBCBA -  Promoting Success in the Inland Empire 
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Inland Empire general civil litigation/

insurance defense firm seeks 

associate attorney with three to five 

years experience for immediate hire. 

Individual must possess excellent 

research, analytical, and writing 

skills. Please submit two writing 

samples with resume.   Please submit 

two writing samples with resume to 

TeresaGonzales@cgclaw.com  

mailto:TeresaGonzales@cgclaw.com
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CONFERENCE ROOMS FOR RENTCONFERENCE ROOMS FOR RENTCONFERENCE ROOMS FOR RENT   
   

The Western San Bernardino County Bar Association now 

has conference rooms for rent!  From 1 to 40 people.  

 

 All “Regular” Members (Attorney) receive 50% off the 

regular room price!    All “Affiliate” Members receive a 

20% discount off the regular conference room price.   

 

Need a room for a client meeting?  Mediation or 

Arbitration?  Deposition?  We got you covered!   All rooms 

are available now.  Call or email to reserve your room today! 

 

Conference Room Regular Price (1 to 10 people): 

1 to 2 hours - $50.00 

3 to 4 hours - $100.00 

5 to 8 hours (all day) - $150.00 

 

Conference Room Regular Rates for 11-20 people: 

1 to 2 hours - $75.00 

3 to 4 hours - $150.00 

5 to 8 hours (all day) - $225.00 

 

Conference Room Regular Rates for 21-40 people: 

1 to 2 hours - $100.00 

3 to 4 hours - $200.00 

5 to 8 hours (all day) - $300.00 

 

(Conference Rooms are available Monday thru Friday,  

8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.) 

 

Location:        

 Western San Bernardino County Bar Association  

 8409 Utica Avenue, Rancho Cucamonga, CA 91730 

 Tele:  (909) 483-0548  Email:  mail@wsbcba.org 

EMPLOYMENT:  EMPLOYMENT:  EMPLOYMENT:     

Need a Legal Secretary/Receptionist with extensive 

family law experience.  Please send your resume to 

ranchofamilylawattorney@gmail.com. 

   

SERVICESSERVICESSERVICES:::            

“Taking Aim at Truth and Justice" 

On Sight Investigative Services provides all your 

investigative needs. Licensed investigators with 25+ 

years law enforcement experience. 

www.onsightinvestigations.com 

 

SENIOR TRIAL COUNSEL/MBA/REAL ESTATE 

BROKER 
Need trial help now?  Part Time or Temporary 

Assignments $75/hour and up.  Twenty years of 

litigation experience, published, brief writing, and 

depostions.  Handled complex business litigation, class 

actions, catastrophic personal injury, medical 

malpractice and real estate cases.  Available Now. 

Call for CV (909) 732-3324 - Charlie Hill 

 

NEED INVESTIGATIVE RESULTS? 

Stewart Investigative Services, Inc. / S.I.S. 

Investigations 

Licensed Private Investigation Firm for 27 years 

Criminal, Civil, Insurance & Corporate Investigations 

www.sisinvestigations.net 

 

FOR RENT:  FOR RENT:  FOR RENT:     

Office space near Rancho Cucamonga Superior Court.  

Priced from $250.00/month executive to $950.00/month 

exclusive.  Receptionist, conference room, library.  

Questions?  Call Jim Banks at (909) 560-3609 or write 

to jamesbanks@gmail.com 

                                ~ ~ ~  

Private Office in Rancho Cucamonga  

Receptionist, internet, phone, conference-rooms  

Access 24-7.   Solo or small firm   

Referrals available: PI, criminal, employment  

From $450 

Email: spena@srglawgroup.com 

909.466.1661 

909.319.5300 

 

WANTED:  WANTED:  WANTED:     

Conference room table and chairs to seat six plus.  

Please call (909) 949-1960. 

mailto:ranchofamilylawattorney@gmail.com
http://www.onsightinvestigations.com
http://www.sisinvestigations.net
mailto:spena@srglawgroup.com
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Western San Bernardino County Bar Association 

8409 Utica Avenue 

PO Box 624 

Rancho Cucamonga, CA 91729 

Phone:  (909) 483-0548  Fax:  (909) 483-0553 

Email:  mail@wsbcba.org ~ Website:  www.wsbcba.org 

 

Bench Bar BBQ 

September 18, 2015 @ 6:00 p.m. 

Rancho Cucamonga, CA 

 

Installation of Officers and 

Awards Ceremony 

October 8, 2015 @ 5:00 p.m. 

DoubleTree, Ontario 
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SAVE THE DATES: 

GOVERNING BOARD 

2014-2015 OFFICERS 
 

PRESIDENT 

David  H. Ricks 

PRESIDENT ELECT 

Diane Hartog 

VICE PRESIDENT 

Daren Lipinsky 

SECRETARY/TREASURER 

Matthew Taylor 

IMM. PAST PRESIDENT 

Anthony Sears 
 

DIRECTORS-AT-LARGE 

Fernando Bernheim 

Angelique Bonanno 

David Goldstein 

Randal Hannah 

Gilbert Holmes 

Dean McVay 

Mitchell Roth 

Fernando Vargas 
 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

Deva Mora 
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Rancho Cucamonga, CA 

 

Depositions Derailed MCLE 

May 21, 2015 @ 12:00 noon 

WSBCBA, Rancho Cucamonga 

 

East Meets West 

June 11, 2015 @ 5:30 p.m. 

Azusa, CA  


