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   By:  Tony Sears 

WELCOME  

Western San Bernardino County Bar  

Association’s New Members: 

 
Hon. Michael B. Rutberg (Ret.) - IVAMS/Judicate West 

Sherif Fathy, Esq. -  Law Offices of Sherif Fathy 

Nicola Fitzgerald, Esq. -  Law Offices of Nicola Fitzgerald 

This month’s topic: “The Five Cs”: “Competence”   

  I have posted in my office a plaque that was given to me 

by Judge Charles W. McCoy of the Los Angeles County 

Superior Court.  The plaque has five simple words, which 

Judge McCoy calls “The Five Cs”: Civility, Candor, 

Competence, Compassion, and Courage.  Each of these 

traits is a desired virtue, necessary for the sane and 

successful practice of law. 

 Competence.  Ah yes.  Competence.  Like candor, we all 

owe it to our clients, the court, and ourselves to be 

competent.  The Civil Discovery Act was recently 

reorganized and amended.   Sending out a deposition notice 

that contains citations to statutes that were revised eight 

years ago is not very competent. 

 Frankly, it is not that difficult to keep up with the changes 

in the law.  There are numerous MCLE opportunities.  We 

all get at least two legal publications each month, both of 

which have numerous articles discussing the ongoing 

development of the law.  Each area of practice has 

specialized publications.  Comprehensive research 

materials are available online or, for you Luddites, at the 

local law library.  With our diverse and skilled 

membership, you can almost certainly discuss any issue 

you may encounter with a WSBCBA colleague. 

  Competence means that although you can get up to 

speed if you really need to, you still are competent enough 

to know that some things are just too complicated to 

warrant your occasional involvement.  When I worked at 

the State Attorney General’s office, I was assigned to 

handle petitions for appointment of a conservator for 

healthcare decisions on behalf of patients at the state 

mental hospitals at Patton and Atascadero.  This process 

follows a procedure set forth in the Probate Code.  The 

factual and legal issues are fairly straight forward.  I was 

able to become a competent practitioner in short order.  On 

the other hand, our office also handled complicated Federal 

Court litigation regarding Medi-Cal benefit reimbursement 

issues.  Not so easy to get up to speed in a short time. 

Continued on page 4 

 2014-2015 Officers & Directors of the 

Western San Bernardino  

County Bar Association 
  

The following officers and directors have been 

nominated for our Board of Directors, and will be 

elected at the annual business meeting of the 

WSBCBA on May 15, 2014, East Meets West.   

You must be present to vote. 

 

 Officers: 
 

David H. Ricks, President 

Diane Hartog, President Elect 

Daren Lipinsky, Vice President 

Matthew Taylor, Secretary-Treasurer 

Anthony Sears, Immediate Past President 

 

 Director(s)-at-Large: 
 

Fernando Bernheim 

Angelique Bonanno 

David Goldstein 

Randal Hannah 

Gilbert Holmes 

Dean McVay 

Mitchell Roth 

Fernando Vargas 

DON’T FORGET TO VOTE FOR 

LAWYER OF THE YEAR AND  

LEGAL ASSISTANT OF THE YEAR 

Nomination form on page 6 
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 All times Pacific Daylight Time (PDT), which is minus 

seven hours from UTC (Universal Time Coordinated).   

  Saturn is well up at nightfall and visible until the 

predawn hours.  Saturn reaches opposition on May 10.  

Saturn is also tilted such that the magnificent rings are 

visible with 30X magnification.   Saturn will be quite close 

to the nearly Full Moon on May 13, closing to within 1 

degree near dawn on May 14. 

 That angry red planet is staring right at you.  Look for 

Mars at the southern sky about 11:00 p.m., near the 

constellation Virgo.  On May 10, the Moon and Mars will 

stroll across the sky hand in hand. 

 The May Full Moon is called the “Full Flower Moon” 

and occurs on May 14, 2014, at 12:16 p.m.  The Full Moon 

will rise on the evening of May 14 at 7:56 p.m. and be very 

bright. Look for that giant full Moon again early on May 

15 as it sets in the western sky at 6:39 a.m. 

 METEOR SHOWER ALERT.  Camelopardalids.  

Friday May 23 from about 10:30 p.m. until Saturday May 

24 to about 3:00 a.m. Northern Sky, near Polaris in the 

constellation Camelopardalis, the Giraffe.  Lucky, Lucky, 

Lucky!  We are in a fine position for this fresh meteor 

shower, possibly storm, thanks to a 0.06 a.u. (one of the 

closest in recorded history, a mere 5.58 million miles) 

flyby from a Jupiter based comet called Comet 209P 

LINEAR.  Comet 209P was first observed in 2004.  

 We will be flying through a fresh deposit of comet 

tailings with an average size of one millimeter.  These 

meteors will be bright and slow, hitting the atmosphere at a 

mere 18 km per second (40,000 mph).  Look for about 50 

per hour at our latitude.  Some of these will be so-called 

earthgrazers, skimming along at a low angle, running for 

long distances in the sky.  So off to the Pinnacles it is!  

Could be very awesome, so this is totally worth the effort. 

 Garden Notes: Tomato Time:  It’s still not too late to 

grow your own tomatoes.  Either in raised beds or in 

containers.  Tomatoes from seed are simple.  First, you will 

need seeds.  There are several on-line sources for Heirloom 

Tomato seeds.  Stokes, Victory Seed, Botanical Interests 

(Armstrong Nurseries or Mt. Fuji) to name a few.  Use 

“Jiffy” pack trays to start the seeds.    

 On April 19  I got six types of tomato seeds:  Beefsteak, 

Siberian Red, Aunt Ruby’s German Green, Green Zebra,  

Cherokee Purple, and Black Krim.   I choose these 

varieties because they are known performers.  Beefsteak 

when properly grown and allowed to vine ripen is the 

best red tomato.  

Siberian Red is an early variety and should be ready by 

the Fourth of July.  German Green is a “cat-faced” 

variety, so called due to its odd shape.  Don’t be fooled.  

This is one tasty tomato.  Just get your paring knife 

sharpened.  Green Zebra.  Wow.  Perfect size, slightly 

bigger than a golf ball.  Green with yellow stripes. 

Heavy, consistent producer.  Cherokee Purple.  Really 

fantastic.  Deep color, great size, and flavor. Finally, a 

new one, Black Krim, named after a town in Russia.    

 You also should get, for about $7.00 each, some “Jiffy 

Pak Pro” seed starting kits. Each Jiffy Pak Pro has six 

rows with twelve in each row, for a total of seventy two 

pots.  Follow the directions in preparing the pots for 

seeding.  I opened each seed pack and took out twelve 

seeds.  Then seal up the seed pack and repeat in three to 

four week intervals.  Follow the directions and pretty 

soon you will have plenty of tomato plants.  Any extras 

can be moved up into one gallon containers and given to 

friends, neighbors, or your staff.    If you repeat in June, 

July, and August, you will have tomatoes the rest of the 

year.  You can also buy tomato plants that are already 

started.  Remember you can bury up to half of the 

tomato plant in the ground.  Don’t over water. If using 

containers or raised beds, go ahead and change out the 

soil.  Tomatoes always do their best in fresh soil.  This 

promotes a strong root system, which will ultimately 

yield more fruit.  

 May Recipe:  Real men do eat quiche.  In fact, we 

often make it for Mother’s Day.   One of the first recipes 

my mom taught me was a simple quiche Lorraine.  If 

you like something savory with your morning coffee, 

this is the ticket. Go ahead and double up this recipe, 

because frozen pie crust shells (always get deep dish!) 

come in two (2) packs.  Like Lasagna or Tamales, for 

the mess you make for one, you might as well make 

two.  One for you, one for your mom.   

 It is crucial that you “blind bake” the crusts first.  If 

you have a pie chain, then you know what to do.  The 

rest of us should take some parchment paper (or foil if 

need be) and place it in the frozen shell, then place pie 

weights or dry beans on the paper to weigh it down.  

This will set the crust and make certain it stays dry and 

flaky when you add the wet quiche filling.  This recipe 

is for one (1) savory quiche, featuring three of the 

fabulous Alum sisters: Leeks, Onions, and Green 

Onions/Scallions.  Sorry Garlic and Shallot, you’ll get 

your chances later. 

Continued on page 5 
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From the Desk of the President of the  

HONORABLE JOSEPH B. CAMPBELL 

AMERICAN INN OF COURT 

 

The University of La Verne College of Law was the host 

for the April 2014 meeting of the Joseph B. Campbell 

American Inn of Court.  The beautiful Ontario Law School 

rolled out a warm welcome to Inn members, 15 La Verne 

Law School students, and our panel of presenters for the 

April program, “No One Goes There Anymore, It’s Too 

Crowded!”   

Justice Jeffrey King of the California Court of Appeal, 

Fourth District, Division 2 in Riverside was the moderator.  

San Bernardino County Superior Court Judge Teresa 

Bennett, La Verne Professor Michael O’Connor, Inn 

Member Janet LaTourette and Stefanie Schmidt completed 

the panel of presenters. Continuing with our 2013/2014 

theme – “What Can The Law Learn From Baseball?” with 

monthly programs based on famous Yogi Berra quotes, the 

panel focused on the risk often plaguing lawyers who try to 

do too much.  

The evening began with a delicious Mexican food buffet.   

La Verne Dean Gilbert Holmes welcomed the Inn members 

and students to the first ever Inn of Court presentation at 

the La Verne Campus. As part of our ongoing Outreach 

Program, three La Verne students are members of the 

Campbell Inn this year, a program started during the 

Presidency of Judge Barbara Buchholz, continued during 

Commissioner Diane Anderson’s year as President of the 

Inn, and again this year.    Dean Holmes explained La 

Verne’s $25,000 tuition program for aspiring lawyers 

matriculating through the only law school in San 

Bernardino County.  Professor O’Connor had a long career 

in Criminal Defense practice, including 13 capital murder 

cases.  He explained the pitfalls of trying to do too much, 

spreading oneself too thin.   Lawyers frequently take on 

many obligations that require a large commitment of time 

and energy.  Attorneys must be aware of keeping the 

client’s best interests first and foremost, and not take on 

too many obligations at the expense of the client, and the 

lawyer’s own health. Stefanie Schmidt, a current La Verne 

student, commented that law students, and lawyers tend to 

be “Type A” personalities.   She related her family’s motto 

– “If you don’t have something to do, you should find 

something to do.”  Busy lives must be balanced.  Law 

students must learn to take time to enjoy themselves  and 

not be overburdened with the demands of schooling, work, 

and family obligations.   

She suggested that proper organization, or check lists, 

can facilitate efficient time management to enable 

students, and lawyers to find time to relax and better 

balance too many demands with the time available to 

meet those obligations.  

Attorney member Janet LaTourette has a very busy 

family life, which included a growing family during 

her law school years.  She has the support of her 

loving husband, and manages to find time to attend her 

children’s sports and school activities, often working 

while watching her kids play.   Janet explained how 

she manages to balance her caseload, and keep it at a 

manageable level so she does have time to spend with 

her family.     Janet commented on the importance of 

developing a support network to help when work 

demands are high.  

Judge Bennett handles a busy family law courtroom.  

She described her path through law school, and how 

she used running as an outlet to relieve stress and 

balance work with time for herself.  Justice King was 

the moderator for the evening.   His words of wisdom 

“You are the only one who can lead your life” 

concisely summarized the program.   Lawyers and law 

students must be the one to control their time 

demands, know when to say “no” to one more time 

demand, or one more client.   Each person must take 

charge of her or his time.   

The May meeting of the Joseph B. Campbell Inn of 

Court will be moved from our normal second 

Wednesday date of May 14 and will be held on 

Wednesday, May 28, at 5:30 p.m. at The Castaway 

Restaurant.  We have a special guest speaker, Frederic 

Ury.  The May program is “The Future Ain’t What It 

Used To Be”.   Mr. Ury is a Connecticut attorney who 

frequently speaks on the future practice of law.  Mr. 

Ury has been a featured speaker for legal groups 

across the country. We are excited at the opportunity 

to hear his insight on how our practice will evolve in 

the years to come.   

The world is changing all around us.  If we’re not 

careful, the world is going to change the ground out 

from under our feet. 

Continued on page 5 
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Attention Members 
 

Did you know that as a WSBCBA 

member you can advertise in the 

WSCBA Bar Bulletin for free? 

That’s right.   FREE 

Up to 25 words or less for the first 

month classified advertisement is free.     

Have a car to sell, a house to rent, need 

extra help around the office? 

Do not delay advertise in the  

WSBCBA Bar Bulletin today 

 

California Considering  

Limited License Legal Technician 

The State Bar of California is considering creating a 

Limited License Legal Technician for representing 

individuals in specific practice areas.  In a Limited License 

Legal Technician proposal that was presented in March 

2013, the State Bar of California’s Board Committee on 

Regulation, Admissions & Discipline Oversight created the 

Limited License Working Group to explore the issue of 

licensing legal technicians and whether to create a limited 

license to practice law program in California. Legal 

Technicians would not be fully licensed attorneys. They 

would be licensed to provide limited, discrete legal 

services to consumers in defined legal subject matter areas 

only. 

The state of Washington has already made strides in 

adopting and implementing this new position in the legal 

field and California is not far behind.    In California, the 

Working Group responsible for this proposal has held three 

public hearings and ultimately recommended further study 

on multiple access to justice issues including the Limited 

License Legal Technician.  The Board of Trustees of the 

State Bar of California created the Civil Justice Strategies 

Task Force to continue this study. More information can be 

obtained at http://www.calbar.ca.gov/AboutUs/

BoardofTrustees/LimitedLicenseWorkingGroup.aspx. 

Although the LLLT is still in discussion in 

California, some of the possible areas of law that a LLLT 

could handle are uncontested divorces, modification of 

existing support orders, small claims, name and gender 

changes, unlawful detainers, restraining orders, traffic 

infractions and misdemeanors, criminal record expunging, 

and resolving fees and fines.   

 

Remarks From The Presidents Desk 

Continued from page 1 

 Finally, demonstrating your competence to opposing 

counsel leads to enhanced credibility.  I recently covered 

a mediation for a WSBCBA colleague.  When it came 

down to the wire, I learned that the settlement offer was 

increased by a tidy sum because our colleague had a 

reputation for a being a competent trial attorney.  So 

competence pays. 

 For those in MCLE compliance group 2 (H-M), your 

time is up on January 31, 2015, so spring into action and 

enhance your competence. You have two opportunities.  

First, you can get a nice start and pick up an hour on May 

15, 2014, at our annual joint meeting with the Eastern 

Los Angeles County Bar Association: “East Meets 

West”. 

 This is our fifth annual “East Meets West” and we are 

honored to have “Tales from the Central District” 

presented by the Honorable Philip S. Gutierrez, United 

States District Judge.  You won’t want to miss this one.  

There will be guitar playing after the event, so get tuned 

up.  Please see enclosed flyer on page 8.  

 Second, you can pick up another hour at our monthly 

membership meeting on May 22, 2014, to be held at the 

Magic Lamp Inn, in Rancho Cucamonga.  The topic will 

be: Pensions and Retirement Basics in Family Law, 

presented by Richard Muir. 

 I am committed to serving the interests of our 

membership.  If you have any questions or comments, 

please do not hesitate to contact me.  My telephone is 

(626) 334-4900, my fax is (626) 334-6655, and my e-

mail is tony@nitwik.com.  See you in court!  Tony Sears 

http://www.calbar.ca.gov/AboutUs/BoardofTrustees/LimitedLicenseWorkingGroup.aspx
http://www.calbar.ca.gov/AboutUs/BoardofTrustees/LimitedLicenseWorkingGroup.aspx
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May Almanac  
Continued from page 2 

 

Cheesy Leek Quiche 
 

 Pre heat your oven to 425° .   One (1) frozen 9 inch 

deep dish pie crust, blind baked at 425° for 15-20 

minutes.  Remove crust(s) from oven. 

 3-4 medium or 2-3 large Leeks. Use the white and light 

green. Slice into 1/4 inch rounds and thoroughly wash.  I 

just put water in the sink and wash cut leeks this way.  

The grit will sink. 

 ½ Red Onion or Sweet White (Maui, Vidalia, Texas), 

cut into half moon slices. 

 2 bunches of Green Onions, chopped thickly.   

 

 In a large skillet or saucier, add 2 tbsp. of butter or olive 

oil, the leeks, onions, scallions, and 1 tsp. of kosher salt.  

Saute (medium high heat) until tender, 20-25 minutes.  

Turn off heat.  It is important that you really cook the 

leek, onion and scallion mixture until tender.  This tames 

the flavors and yields the savory aspect.  

 Whisk together 1 tbsp. of flour, 3 large eggs, 1 cup of 

half & half, ½ tsp. kosher salt, 2 cups total of any of the 

following grated cheeses: Sharp White Cheddar, Pepper 

Jack, Extra Sharp Cheddar, or Monterey Jack.  Stir in 3/4 

of the onion mixture and combine.  Pour into pie shell 

and sprinkle the remaining onion mixture on top, along 

with a bit more grated cheese.  Bake at 425° until a 

toothpick comes out clean, 20-30 minutes.  Cover the 

crust edges with foil or use a crust cover (a ring of 

aluminum that covers the crust to keep it from burning).   

 Let quiche(s) cool on rack for at least 15 minutes.  For 

dinner, serve with a chilled Sauvignon Blanc and a green 

salad.  If you are going to have it for brunch, let it cool 

down an hour.  Cover in plastic wrap, then foil and place 

it in fridge.  Wrap it tight and freeze if you want.  Easiest 

to re-heat in microwave.  Try a splash of Tapatio sauce 

on the quiche. 

 

                  Buon Appetito!  Tony Sears  

Serves 8  

Estimated time = 1 hour 
  

 

HONORABLE JOSEPH B. CAMPBELL 

AMERICAN INN OF COURT 
Continued from page 3 

 

 

Last year, Scott Grossberg started his presentation 

regarding how he makes maximum use of his iPad and 

technology with the admonition “half of you will not be 

practicing law within two years.”  Two years may be a 

little short, but we would be wise to heed his warning. 

 

We are pleased, honored and excited to have Mr. Ury as 

our special speaker for the May program to address the 

future practice of law, which is vitally important to us as 

lawyers, and to the clients and public we serve.  Mr. Ury’s 

bio may be found online at:  

http://www.urymoskow.com/bio/FredericUry.asp  

 
The May 28 meeting will be opened to our colleagues 

from the Deegan Inn, the Slaughter/Roemer Inn, and the 

Southwest Inn, as well as other members of the legal 

community.   

 

A buffet dinner will be served at 5:45, and Mr. Ury’s 

presentation will commence about 6:15 p.m.    This is a 

regular meeting of the Joseph B. Campbell Inn.   Guests 

who are not current active members of the Campbell Inn 

will be asked to pay $30.00 for the dinner and program.   

Guests may send checks to the Joseph B.  Campbell 

American Inn of Court at P.O. Box 1093, Redlands, 

California 92373 by May 14, 2014.   Email RSVPs should 

be sent to Tony Sears at tony@nitwik.com.  

 

Our end of the year banquet will be held Wednesday, June 

11, 2014 at the San Manuel Stadium.  To conclude our 

baseball theme for the 2013/2014 Inns of Court year, we 

will enjoy dinner and have special guest speakers, then 

cheer on the 66ers as they take on the visiting Visalia 

Rawhide.  

 

Mark this date on your calendar as we reach the ninth 

inning of the Inn year.  

http://www.urymoskow.com/bio/FredericUry.asp
mailto:tony@nitwik.com
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SAN BERNARDINO JUSTICE CENTER DEDICATION CEREMONY 

Thursday, May 1, 2014 
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Celebrating 35 Years of 

Success Serving The Inland 

Empire Legal Community 

 

 

 

YOUR PARTNER FOR SUCCESS 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Is This Your Current 

Document Workflow? 

 

Upgrade Now Program! 

 

 

 

Samsung Galaxy Tablet 

With Every Purchase Of A 

Kyocera TASKalfa MFP 

 

The latest Kyocera TASKalfa Document 

Management Systems gives your business the 

ability to:  

Revolutionize your current document workflow.  

You can name and store documents directly to               

their final destination folder in one easy step. 

Directly store critical documents to a secure 

cloud based server.  

And Much More! 

 

 

  

The National RAM Business Systems “Upgrade 

Now” program is designed to give you the 

opportunity to upgrade your current outdated 

office equipment, to a state of the art Kyocera 

TASKalfa Document Management System. In 

most cases we can lower your current lease 

payment, lower your operational costs and 

completely “pay off” your current lease with no 

upfront costs to you.  

Printer/Copier/Network Scanner 

 175 Page Dual Scan Document Feeder 

 Scan Speeds Of Up To 160 Pages Per 

Minute 

 1,000 Sheet Three Position Stapling 

Finisher 

 Scan To Email, Folder, FTP Server, 

USB  

 Print From Scan To iPhone, iPad and 

Android 

 Optional Business Applications 

 

$0 Down Only $159.00 Per Month 

Please call one of our “Legal Service 

Experts” for a complimentary cost 

savings analysis. 

866-621-9554 
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CLASSIFIEDSCLASSIFIEDSCLASSIFIEDS   
   

EMPLOYMENT:  EMPLOYMENT:  EMPLOYMENT:     

Law firm in Upland seeking full-time Paralegal with 

strong family   and civil law experience.  Spanish 

speaking a plus.  (909) 949-1960.   
   

OFFICE SPACEOFFICE SPACEOFFICE SPACE:::            

(3) large offices for rent sufficient for 1 or 2 attorneys 
plus staff. 
conference room, reception and receptionist, kitchen, 
storage.  Near Rancho Court.   (909) 989-9923 Elisa 
 
SERVICESSERVICESSERVICES:::            

“Taking Aim at Truth and Justice" 

On Sight Investigative Services provides all your 

investigative needs. Licensed investigators with 25+ 

years law enforcement experience. 

www.onsightinvestigations.com 

 

WANTED:  WANTED:  WANTED:     

Conference room table and chairs to seat six plus.  

Please call (909) 949-1960. 

 

 

  

  

 Licensed Real Estate Agent 

since 1995 

 Certified Residential 

Appraiser since 1992 

 Majored in Finance, Real 

Estate Law; Cal Poly Pomona 

 Appointed by the State of 

California Superior Court as 

730 Expert for both Real 

Estate and Appraisals 

Real Estate 

Buyer Services 

Sellers Services 

Short Sales 

Rentals 

Investment 

Family Law Specialist 

Appraisals 

Residential 

Commercial 

Industrial 

Vacant Land 

FHA Approved 

Family Law Specialist 

Education andExperience 
 Make all the difference! 

Don is an expert witness in litigation. I can count on him for 

reliable and thorough work. He is the most knowledgeable and 

professional appraiser and agent I’ve ever worked with.                       

-  Attorney Carlos Cabrera 

Cell: (951) 313-1746 

Office: (909) 981-6677 

B.R.E.# 01193547 

CA Lic. Appraiser # AR014657 

 

Donald L. Mowery, II 

1Advanced Realty & Appraisal, 
Inc. 

www.donmowery.com 

1Advanced Realty & Appraisal offers our clients both Real estate 

and Appraisal Services for the following…. 

http://www.onsightinvestigations.com
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Western San Bernardino County  Bar Association 

8291 Utica Avenue, Suite 102 

Rancho Cucamonga, CA 91730 

Phone:  (909) 483-0548  Fax:  (909) 483-0553 

Email:  mail@wsbcba.org 

Website:  www.wsbcba.org 

 

 

 

 

East Meets West   

May 15, 2014 @ 5:30 p.m. 

Rainbow Canyon Ranch, Azusa 

 

Pensions and Retirement Basicis In 

Family Law 

May 22, 2014 @ 12:00 Noon 

Magic Lamp Inn, Rancho Cucamonga 

 

SBCBA Meets WSBCBA 

66ers v. Quakes Baseball-BBQ & MCLE 

June 21, 2014, @  4:00 p.m. 

Quakes Stadium, Rancho Cucamonga 

 

 

 

Bench Bar Barbecue 

September 19, 2014 @ 6:00 p.m. 

San Antonio Heights 

 

2014-2015 Installation of Officers  

& Awards Ceremony 

October 2, 2014 @ 5:30 p.m. 

DoubleTree Hotel, Ontario 

 

Civility Matters MCLE 

August 28, 2014  

5:30 - 6:00 p.m. Social Gathering 

6:00 - 7:30p.m. Program & Dinner 

Antonino’s Restaurant 

Rancho Cucamonga 

 

 

WSBCBA -  Promoting Success In The Inland Empire 

SAVE THE DATES: 


