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I want to thank those who participated in our last two
MCLE programs. In January, the WSBCBA put on an
EMARKS ROM HE
evening program on ethics, fulfilling the CLE specialty
credits. Our new conference room was completely full. I
RESIDENT S ESK
believe everyone felt the experience was worth the effort to
By: David H. Ricks
attend. In February, one of our local judges, the Hon. Jon
Ferguson, put on a lunch MCLE on the effects of
Proposition 47. Once again, it was attended to
I have had some crazy days lately. Traveling around the
overflowing. While I was unable to be there myself, I was
southland at various hearings, depositions, mediations, etc. As I
advised, that it was extremely beneficial. Finally, by the
was on the freeways of Southern California, especially in Los
time you receive this newsletter we will be on the verge
Angeles and Orange Counties, I thought to myself how grateful I
of one more great event, our annual judicial officer of the
am to be living and practicing law in the Inland Empire. I have
year event. I hope to see you there.
now practiced law exclusively in the Inland Empire for more than
Moving forward, it is important for us as a bar association
27 years. I cannot believe it has been that long. But I can say that
to remain relevant and necessary in your practices and
I have never regretted making my home in San Bernardino
lives. Providing continuing education opportunities is a
County. Of course we have our own traffic issues. We have our
major part of a bar association’s function. These events
smoggy or windy days. We have our crime and other problems
allow us to meet each other in an informal forum, learn
that go along with living among so many people. But there is
together and share ideas. Being a small firm owner myself,
definitely a difference in the practice of law in the Inland Empire
and most of my career being a sole practitioner, these
than in Los Angeles or Orange Counties. Don’t take this the
continuing education forums have been invaluable to help
wrong way, I have great relationship with the lawyers and even
me get to know many of you who I otherwise would never
with some of the judges from those counties, but there is a
know or see because of our diverse practices. Continue to
difference in the Inland Empire.
look for great upcoming events and plan on participating in
The difference between the counties is my relationship with each
these events even if you do not need the continuing
of you. I have developed great relationships with my legal
education credits. Come meet with judges, other lawyers
colleagues. I have felt the bond of friendship from lawyers from
and support staff, or just come to introduce yourself to
all areas of practice. I have found some of my best relationships to
others.
be with those who oppose me in court. Our opposition to each
This past month, the Board submitted to the Civil Bench a
other is not personal, it is strictly professional. Ultimately, I
proposal to provide voluntary mediation services for civil
personally have found the practice of law to be a great way of life
cases involving at least one pro per party. This was a
and a great way to help many people through challenging times. I
program we had put together once before in 2001-02. That
hope you are feeling similarly. I encourage many law graduates to
program successfully resolved hundreds of cases and lasted
find a home in the Inland Empire where they can actually enjoy
for about eight years until the court budgets caused them to
the practice of law. Frankly, I am looking forward to the next 27
cut back on the court’s funding of the program. This time,
years of practice. (Well, maybe not quite that many years.)
in its reformation, and assuming we receive final approval from
Turning now to what is going on with the Western San
the court, this program will be inexpensively, privately funded, by
Bernardino County Bar Association. This month I had the
one or both of the parties to the dispute. This program will be one
pleasure of meeting with many of our San Bernardino County civil additional way we, as a bar association, can assist with the
court judges. I was joined by some leadership from the other local reduction of judicial caseloads so we can try the cases which
bar associations. The purpose of the meeting was to open a dialog actually need judicial time and resources.
between the Bench and Bar leadership to see how we can join
together in benefitting each other, learn of challenges and concerns
Continued on page 4
the Bench or Bar are having, resolve those problems, and to create
a partnership between the bench officers and the bar in developing
a better court system to serve the people of San Bernardino
Welcome WSBCBA New Members
County. I was very glad to be a part of this new direction and
interaction with the courts. Judge Michael Sachs has a real interest Tiffany Yanez - ULV College of Law
in networking the civil judges with the legal community. The
Michael Fey, Esq. - Bristol Haynes & Associates
Western San Bernardino County Bar Association will do all it can
Sean O’Connor, Esq. - Law Office of Sean O’Connor
to aid in that process.
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March Almanac
By Tony Sears

Spring Ahead! All times prior to March 8 Pacific Standard
Time (PST), which is minus eight hours from UTC (Universal
Time Coordinated). Spring ahead on March 8 at 2:00 a.m., when
we transition to Pacific Daylight Time (PDT), which is minus
seven hours from UTC.
The March new moon occurs on March 20, 2015 at 2:36 a.m.
The March Full Moon, the “Full Worm Moon” occurs on March
5, 2015, at 10:05 a.m., PST. Watch the Full Worm Moon rise on
March 5, 2015, at 6:05 p.m., PST. Jupiter remains at opposition
and is out all night.
The Northward or March (“Vernal”) Equinox occurs at on
March 20 at 3:45 p.m. The days get longer on both ends until the
June Solstice. For example, sunrise on March 20 at 6:55 a.m. and
sunset at 7:02 p.m. On April 20, the sunrise is at 6:14 a.m. and
sunset at 7:26 p.m. By June 20, sunrise is at 5:39 a.m. and sunset
at 8:05 p.m.
The Pleiades is a well known naked eye visible open star
cluster, Messier Object Number 45, in the constellation Taurus.
The Pleiades, also known as the “Seven Sisters” (Maia, Electra,
Taygete, Alcyone, Celaeno, Sterope, and Merope) in Greek
mythology, it was used as an eye test for the Roman Legion. If
you could see all seven of the naked eye stars in the cluster, you
were promoted to archer, only one and back to slave duty for you.
Virtually every culture has name for or legend about the Pleiades.
In Japan, the cluster is referred to as “Subaru”. Check out the
logo on that WRX in the parking lot.
March brings the chance to accomplish a rare observational
feat. On March 20, you can try to pull off the so-called “Messier
Marathon”. Charles Messier was a famous astronomer for the
last kings of France. King Louis XV called him “The Ferret of
Comets”, as his specialty was comet hunting.
In addition to spotting over 50 comets during the course of his
career, Messier identified and cataloged about 110 deep sky
objects, in 14 categories such as galaxies (38), open clusters (25),
and globular clusters (28). The objects in the Messier catalog are
denote “M-1" through M-110. Admittedly, Messier had virtually
no light pollution to contend with, so he was able to spot a lot of
objects with the naked eye. Again, my friends, if you are ever in
dark sky country, please go outside for a few minutes and be
dazzled.
Starting at dusk on Friday March 20 (new Moon will not be a
factor), and going all night, it is possible to see all of these objects
in a single night’s viewing. So from dusk until dawn, from M-1,
the Crab Nebulae to M-110, the elliptical galaxy in Andromeda,
have at it. As usual, a desert location (due to the flat horizon)

will reveal the very best viewing. The Anza-Borrego Desert
State Park would be an awesome place to try the Messier
Marathon.
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Creature of the Month: This month: Barn Owl. Tyto
Alba. Also known as “The Demon Owl” , “Hobgoblin
Owl”, or “Screech Owl”. The Barn Owl is one of the most
widely distributed Owl species. It ranges from 13-15
inches tall, with a 31 to 37 inch wingspan and weighs in at
nine to 19 ounces. It can be found around the world, with
the exception of most of Asia north of the Himalayan
range, African desert, and polar regions. Current thinking
is that there are three major lineages of Barn Owl, New
World, Australasia and Eurasia/Africa. There are some 30
sub-species recognized by ornithologists. The Barn Owl
does not hoot, but emits a eerie shriek.
We have a nesting pair in a large Mexican Fan Palm near
our house in Claremont. When the owls take flight in the
evening or night, they emit a distinctive clicking sound. I
wondered what the purpose of that could be? Why would
the owl, whose flight is virtually silent, give away its
nocturnal hunting advantage? I then noticed that our Jack
Russell Terrier, Violet, would get spooked by the owl
clicking and head for cover. My theory is that the owls are
clicking to flush the rats (their preferred meal) from their
hiding places, where they are easily picked off. We have
seen the local Barn Owls make a strike and fly away with
rat in talons. The Barn Owl will also cache surplus food.
Recently, Barn Owl nesting boxes have been installed
near Malaysian rice paddies and there is some evidence that
the Barn Owls can safely and effectively control rodent
populations, which are a serious problem for rice farmers.
Efforts to introduce the Barn Owl in the Hawaiian Islands
have mixed results, as the owls apparently like to eat native
birds in addition to plantation rats.
The Barn Owl is a heart shaped white face. It looks very
intelligent and if you have ever made eye contact with one,
it can be a bit unnerving. The Barn Owl mates for life and
often remain in the same nesting site.
The Barn Owls around this area, Tyto Alba Pratincola,
will be nesting from March until June. The Barn Owl does
not live very long in the wild, so they adept at reproducing
in significant numbers.
Recipe of the Month: St. Patrick’s Day! Time for
corned beef, potatoes, and cabbage. This is definitely not
my Grandma Connealy’s or Grandma McGowan’s recipe.
Here is a simple deluxe sandwich with sides. Serves 2-6,
depending on how big your brisket is. Leftover corned beef
and potatoes combined make a killer corned beef hash,
which you can serve with a poached egg. You can also
break out the waffle iron and make hash waffles, with a
crunchy crust. Tasty.....
The key thing is to have the brisket in the crock pot no
later than 10:00 a.m. Many models now have a timer
delay, so you can place the brisket in the crock pot at 7:00
a.m., having it start cooking at 10:00 a.m. and be done by
6:00 p.m.

Continued on page 4
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to one of our own, WSBCBA Director at Large,

Dean McVay
The San Bernardino Symphony Guild has selected
ten year Board Member Dean McVay, Esq., as their
most recent recipient of the Golden Baton.
The Golden Baton Award recognizes those rare
individuals whose contribution to the Symphony
have far surpassed the norm. Such individuals are
felt to exemplify what it means to be a champion of
the arts both for the organization and in the broader
community.
While many contribute to the long term success of the organization,
only a few contribute to extent of a Golden Baton awardee.
In fact, in the Symphony's 86-season history, less than 15 individuals have been selected for this honor.
McVay is a partner at local law firm Lewis Brisbois Bisgaard & Smith and an adjunct professor at the
University of LaVerne College of Law, all the while concurrently and tirelessly supporting the arts. He has
been an active member of the Board of Directors of the San Bernardino Symphony for the past ten years
serving on or leading multiple specialized committees, as well as serving on the Board of Directors of the
Association of California Symphony Orchestras, as President, Immediate Past President and Director at Large
of the Western San Bernardino County Bar Association and numerous other local professional charitable and
community-focused organizations.
“Dean’s efforts reflect the high ideals of leadership, service, and concern for the arts and, ultimately the future
of the region,” said Symphony Guild President Judy Podskalan.
McVay will be honored at a black tie gala in his honor Friday, March 27, 2015 at the historic Mission Inn. The
event will feature special performances by the San Bernardino Symphony Orchestra String Quartet, by
Baritone Eric Castro, and by the Symphony’s own Maestro Frank Fetta playing the Mission Inn's historic pipe
organ.
“This is a rare opportunity to hear this instrument and we are thrilled the Mission Inn has granted us the
wonderful gift of access to the pipe organ,” said Fetta, adding, “I cannot think of a more fitting occasion – or a
more appropriate recipient – for the Golden Baton.”
Interested parties may obtain a copy of the event invitation and response card at the Symphony’s
website,www.sanbernardinosymphony.org.
For more information, please contact Donna Call (951) 300-6201 or calldonnacall@gmail.com.
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This program can once again be successful through the
volunteer hours put into the program by our association
members. The basic commitment from each participating
member is about four hours per month pro bono time, generally
at two hour intervals. Our members will work as mediators in
helping a pro per litigant and his or her opponent find a way to
resolve a dispute in matters often involving collection claims,
small breach of contract matters and similar civil matters. In
our prior program, we had a greater than 70% success rate at
resolving claims and keeping these cases from returning to
courts in the future. We had many attorneys providing these
services thereby keeping the burden to a minimum on any one
person. I am looking forward to approval of the plan and
getting everyone on board in making light work of a heavy
judicial load.
As you can see, the Western San Bernardino County Bar
Association is actively trying to make the practice of law more
enjoyable for its members. Continue to make the WSBCBA a
part of your practice. We welcome your ideas, suggestions and
comments. Have a great month.

(1) Corned Beef Brisket. Look for the “First Cut” brisket.
Cook it in a crock pot for 6-8 hours. It is traditional to add a
pint or two of stout beer to the crock pot. It brings a nice
flavor to the brisket. Let it cool, then slice across the grain. If
you slice with the grain, you will have chunks, not slices.
(1) Loaf of Corn (“Jewish”) Rye Bread. Orowheat makes
it. It has a crunchy crust, soft on the inside, and is perfect for
this sandwich. Sourdough in a pinch.
½ Lb. Swiss Cheese, thinly sliced: This is the cheese for
this sandwich. Baby Swiss works well too.
Hot Mustard. Use any kind you like. No yellow mustard,
please.
Dill Pickles. Maybe if you’re nice to Don Haslam, he’ll
share some of this famous pickles. Otherwise, store bought
are fine. The pickle brings a nice acidity to accent the
brisket.
Coleslaw mix. In a bag, cabbage and carrots, shredded
together. This is a very simple shortcut. If you a mandolin,
then you can make your own. If you want to be au courant,
then make your slaw with Kale.
Blue Cheese or Russian Dressing. Mix with coleslaw.
Serve on sandwich or on the side.
Oven Roasted New Potatoes. Get a pound of new
potatoes and oven roast at 325F, with olive oil, kosher salt,
and two (2) cloves of crushed garlic. About 45 minutes to an
hour should do the trick. If you know you are going to make
hash, then roast up 2 lbs.
Dessert: Girl Scout Cookies. Thin Mints. Dosey Does.
Love those Samoas! On sale now from your local Girl Scout
Troop. Although, my sources tell me that the San Bernardino
County Girl Scout cookies are made at a different bakery than
the Los Angeles County Girl Scout cookies. Even the Girl
Scouts are getting provincial.
Beverages: Guiness or Harp beer. Or Irish Whisky. Red
Breast, Jameson, Michael Collins, or Tullamore Dew are all
excellent choices. Bushmills is okay in pinch or if you are an
Orangeman. If you are really feeling like a splurge, then get
a bottle of Middleton Irish Whisky. Available at Liquorama
in Upland for a mere $175.00.

Daylight Savings
Time Begins
March 8, 2015

By Lisa DeLorme, President

On February 18, 2015, members of the Inland
Empire Chapters of the American Inns of Court
gathered in the ballroom of the DoubleTree hotel in
Ontario for their annual joint dinner meeting. The
event was hosted by the Hon. Joseph B. Campbell Inn
of Court, based in San Bernardino. In attendance were
the Hon. Leo A. Deegan Inn of Court from Riverside,
the Southwest Inn from Temecula and the Hon.
Warren Slaughter-Richard Roemer Inn from Palm
Springs. The evening’s speaker was Judge André
Birotte Jr., of the United States District Court for the
Central District of California. Judge Birotte gave an
engaging talk, touching on the federal judicial
nomination process, his view from the bench as a
rookie federal judge, and the ethical duties of criminal
prosecutors. The next meeting of the Campbell Inn
takes place at The Castaway Restaurant at 5:30 p.m.
on March 11, 2015. Interested and potential members
are welcome to attend.

Buon Appetito! Tony Sears

February 18, 2015 Inns of Court Annual Joint Dinner Meeting
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WSBCBA ROBERTA SHOUSE
SCHOLARSHIP FUND
DONATION FORM
YES, I/We would like to donate to the “Western San Bernardino County Bar Association
Roberta Shouse Scholarship Fund.” Please accept my contribution to this fund.
NAME_____________________________________________________________________
AGENCY/COMPANY (if applicable)_____________________________________________
ADDRESS__________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
Amount of Contribution: $_________________________
Optional - This contribution is in honor of:
NAME_____________________________________________________________________
PLEASE MAKE YOUR CHECK PAYABLE TO:
WSBCBA Shouse Scholarship
PLEASE MAIL THIS FORM WITH YOUR CHECK TO:
Western San Bernardino County Bar Association
WSBCBA Roberta Shouse Scholarship Fund
8409 Utica Avenue • PO Box 624
Rancho Cucamonga, CA 91729
Please designate:
Contribution given to specific Scholarship - 2015 Scholarship Recipient: $______________
Contribution given to general Scholarship - General Fund: $_______________

This is a tax-deductible charitable donation.
Tax ID #: 33-0172529

THANK YOU FOR YOUR DONATION!
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CLASSIFIEDS
CONFERENCE ROOMS FOR RENT
EMPLOYMENT:
Law firm in Upland seeking full-time Bi-lingual
The Western San Bernardino County Bar Association now
Paralegal and Bi-lingual Receiptionist with strong civil has conference rooms for rent! From 1 to 40 people.
and family law experience. (909) 949-1960.
[01-2015].
All “Regular” Members (Attorney) receive 50% off the
regular room price! All “Affiliate” Members receive a
SERVICES:
20% discount off the regular conference room price.
“Taking Aim at Truth and Justice"
On Sight Investigative Services provides all your
Need a room for a client meeting? Mediation or
investigative needs. Licensed investigators with 25+
Arbitration? Deposition? We got you covered! All rooms
years law enforcement experience.
are available now. Call or email to reserve your room today!
www.onsightinvestigations.com
Conference Room Regular Price (1 to 10 people):
WANTED:
1 to 2 hours - $50.00
Conference room table and chairs to seat six plus.
3 to 4 hours - $100.00
Please call (909) 949-1960.
5 to 8 hours (all day) - $150.00
FOR RENT:
Cozy one bedroom for rent, near shopping, gas stove,
refrigerator furnished, freshly painted, carpets cleaned,
utilities included, $850/month, security deposit $900.
Call and ask for Ro at (909) 484-9992.
Office space near Rancho Cucamonga Superior Court.
Priced from $250.00/month executive to $950.00/
month exclusive. Receptionist, conference room,
library. Questions? Call Jim Banks at (909) 560-3609
or write to jamesbanks@gmail.com

Conference Room Regular Rates for 11-20 people:
1 to 2 hours - $75.00
3 to 4 hours - $150.00
5 to 8 hours (all day) - $225.00
Conference Room Regular Rates for 21-40 people:
1 to 2 hours - $100.00
3 to 4 hours - $200.00
5 to 8 hours (all day) - $300.00
(Conference Rooms are available Monday thru Friday,
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.)
Location:
Western San Bernardino County Bar Association
8409 Utica Avenue, Rancho Cucamonga, CA 91730
Tele: (909) 483-0548 Email: mail@wsbcba.org
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Western San Bernardino County Bar Association
8409 Utica Avenue
PO Box 624
Rancho Cucamonga, CA 91729
Phone: (909) 483-0548 Fax: (909) 483-0553
Email: mail@wsbcba.org ~ Website: www.wsbcba.org
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SAVE THE DATES:

Judicial Officer of the Year
March 5, 2015 @ 5:00 p.m.
DoubleTree, Ontario
State of the Courts MCLE
March 26, 2015 @ 12:00 Noon
WSBCBA, Rancho Cucamonga
East Meets West
May 14, 2015 @ 5:30 p.m.
Azusa, CA

Depositions Derailed MCLE
May 21, 2015 @ 12:00 noon
WSBCBA, Rancho Cucamonga
Bench Bar BBQ
September 18, 2015 @ 6:00 p.m.
Rancho Cucamonga, CA
Installation of Officers and
Awards Ceremony
October 8, 2015 @ 5:00 p.m.
DoubleTree, Ontario
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