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starting all the way back when I was a law clerk, my
20 years as a lawyer and my 15 plus years as a judge.
I can state unequivocally that I would not be up here
By: Daren Lipinsky
tonight receiving this award had it not been for my
wonderful staff. With us tonight is Michelle, my
secretary; Claudette, my court attendant; and of course
The Western San Bernardino Bar Association had quite a
my judicial assistant Suzanne, who has put up with me
night on March 9, 2017. With a record attendance and record
for over 12 years. Thank you so much.
level of sponsorship participation from local firms, we
In addition to Marina I have my two sons, John and
honored our Lifetime Recognition Award recipient, Jim
Joey. Thank you for being here tonight. And of
Cochran and our Judicial Officer of the Year Award recipient,
course, I would like to thank my darling wife, Trish,
the Honorable John Pacheco. It was a pleasure to honor the
for being my Rock for over 40 years. Thank you for
work of these two very deserving individuals.
always being by my side!
For those who were unable to attend, Judge Pacheco gave a
I can’t say enough good things about my fellow
particularly timely and moving speech regarding the
bench officers and how deeply honored I am to be
independence of the Judiciary. As we find our third branch of
their colleague. As judges we took an oath to defend
government under attack from the highest level of
our constitution and the rights granted therein. We
government, we must not forget that our Constitution
strive, day in and day out, to provide access to justice
provides for a judiciary that is free from political pressure to
and fairness to all litigants. As lawyers, you also took
make decisions. An independent judiciary provides the basis
an oath to defend our constitution and I know how
for the bench to consider and decide issues of public law that
hard you work to make sure that you do the best you
political branches of government are unwilling to fact, leading
can for your clients and make sure that they are
to the protection of the most vulnerable but least represented
represented to the best of your ability. The common
members of our society. Further, while each of us during our
thread in our profession as judges and lawyers is that
career have been on the “wrong” side of a decision, our
we all want justice and what is fair under the rule of
Constitution ensures that an established framework of review
law. While our judicial independence has been
within the judicial branch will ensure a decision consistent
challenged throughout the years, it has never been
with the law, rather than with the politics of our time. To
ridiculed, disrespected and disparaged like it has
jeopardize this independence is to jeopardize the very fabric
today. We must continue to preserve the honor and
of our democracy, which is premised on a clearly delineated
integrity of our judiciary and make sure that our
system of checks and balances.
system of Justice is not compromised or eroded in any
The independence of the judiciary permitted interpretations
way by anyone, foreign or domestic. As stated in the
of our Constitution free from political pressure, giving us
bylaws of ABOTA “A fair and impartial judiciary is a
desegregated schools, religious freedom, control over our own
cornerstone of Democracy.” We must continue to
bodies and equal rights nationwide from the workplace to
respect our system of justice and judges must have the
marriage. It is with that sentiment that I republish Judge
courage to do what is fair and NOT be influenced by
Pacheco’s speech, with his gracious permission:
fear or intimidation. Because at the end of the day it is
“Thank you Marina, that was very touching. I am so proud
not about you as s a lawyer or me as a judge but it is
of the wonderful woman that you have become. Thank you
about your client and the people who come before the
so much Michael and Tom for those kind words.
court. The public must continue to have the trust and
I want to thank the Western County Bar Association for
confidence in our fair system of justice.
bestowing me with this wonderful award. I am so shocked
Thank you.”
and awestruck to see so many friends and colleagues here
tonight. I want you to know that all of you, in one way or the
See WSBCBA new members on page 2
other, have contributed in making me the judge that I am
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ALMANAC
By Tony Sears

All times are Pacific Daylight Time (PDT) which is
minus seven hours from UTC. Location: 34.1 N, 117.7
W. All astronomical data courtesy of the United States
Naval Observatory website: www.usno.navy.mil.
April Sky. The April Full Moon, known as the “Full
Egg Moon” occurs on April 10, rising at 6:06 p.m., going
full at 11:08 p.m. and rising again 7:02 p.m. on April 11.
Check out the Moon by Jove (Jupiter) on April 10, high in
the sky around midnight. Mercury can be seen low in the
west up to April 9. Mars is fading into the western sky
after sunset. Look for Saturn and Venus in the predawn
sky. Easter Sunday is April 16. This year, Western
“Roman” Rite Easter also coincides with Eastern
“Orthodox” Rite Easter, so the feast will be on at St.
Anthony’s and St. Antioch’s.
Creature of the Month: Corvidae. Members of this
family include crows, ravens, and jays. In addition to
ravens (who rule the sky and keep the crows away), there
are two species of jays in our area. The Western Scrub
Jay and the Steller’s Jay. Here at Rainbow Canyon, we
have both types, due to the good habitat.
Western Scrub Jays are highly intelligent. You may see
one perched on the back of a mule deer, feasting on the
fleas and ticks. The deer do not seem to mind at all. The
Western Scrub Jay is the only non-primate or non-dolphin
that has demonstrated the ability to plan ahead for the
future. Research has shown that Western Scrub Jays have
the ability to keep track of 200 food caches, even to the
detail of knowing which ones are spoiling and which ones
have some shelf life. You can easily train a Western
Scrub Jay to take a peanut from your hand.
In the mountain communities, the Steller’s Jay is the
only year-round resident. The Steller’s Jays can be gifted
mimics, making the cry of the Redtail Hawk or other
raptor in order to spook other birds away from a food
source. Steller’s Jays are larger than the California Scrub
Jay and usually dominate over them. The Steller’s Jay is
the only crested Jay west of the Rockies and notable for a
striking color contrast between the blue body and black
head.
April Recipe: Shish Kabobs. Now that Spring has
sprung, time to fire up the old grill. I use charcoal. I have
two Weber kettle grills and a Bar B Chef. This takes a
small amount of prep work. Serve with a nice green
salad, dressed in a tarragon vinaigrette, your favorite
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bread, and fresh-cut fruit, such as strawberries,
pineapple, melon, or a nice peeled Washington Navel
orange.
Eight wooden sticks, soaked in water
Three yellow Bell peppers, de-seeded and cut into
sections like an orange segment
Three red Bell peppers, de-seeded and cut into sections
like an orange segment
Two Maui or Texas Sweet (brown or yellow onions)
quartered
One basket of cherry or grape tomatoes, about 24 total
Four to Six Gophers, skinned, gutted, and filleted, about
a pound and a half.
Remember those gophers (Botta’s Pocket Gopher,
Thomosmys Bottae, aka the Valley Pocket Gopher) I
wrote about last month? Well, you should have saved
them in the freezer. Take a stick, and skewer a yellow
pepper, onion, a chunk of meat, and red pepper. Repeat
until your stick is loaded up, leaving room at both ends
to hold the stick.
Prepare your Kabobs and season with salt and pepper
or you can place in a plastic zip loc bag with your
favorite marinade. I use a Mediterranean Garlic
marinade from Wolfe’s market. The Mediterranean
Garlic marinade is available from Scotts Food Products.
Website: scottsfoodproducts.com. Knocks down the
gaminess of the gopher. If you don’t have any gophers,
you can substitute chicken or steak chunks. Grill until
veggies are softened and meat is well done. You can
serve with an icy IPA or a crisp Rosé. Happy April
Fools Day!
Buon Appetito! Tony Sears

Welcome WSBCBA New Members
Hon. Joseph R. Brisco (Ret) - JAMS
Jaime Huerta - Citi Bank
Donald Matejka, Esq. - Law Offices of Fernando
D. Vargas
Donna Nazir - The Skye Group, Inc.
Kaleigh Ragon, Esq. - Law Offices of Eric K. Chen
Richard Ruiz - VWM Analytics, LLC
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Meet the fan who's followed Bruce
Springsteen around the world and
clocked up over 400 concerts
"It’s almost spiritual and cathartic. When you’re
up the front, he’s not playing to you, he’s playing
with you."
Mitchell Roth - a middle-aged Jewish man born and bred in New
Jersey, USA - does not look like a rabid rock fan. He’s not kitted
out in lurid tour gear, nor does he have trouble hearing from
standing far too close to the stage night after night. This is
surprising since the 55-year-old mild mannered Californian lawyer
has followed Bruce Springsteen’s glittering trajectory around the
world, taking in nearly 400 concerts.
Currently in Sydney at the time of writing, he’s having a cup of
tea in a Potts Point cafe and pondering what it is exactly about
Springsteen that has turned him into a rock god. After all, Roth will
see a total of eight shows in Australia on this tour alone. Doesn’t he
ever get bored?
“Not at all,” says Roth, patiently. “Bruce Springsteen is the best
entertainer I’ve ever seen. He always empties the tank. Also, the
shows are rarely similar because he mixes up the set lists every
time, so most of us don’t know what’s coming.”
Right now Springsteen, a working class hero if ever there was
one, is riled up about Donald Trump’s presidency and his stance on
immigration. "So many of his songs are protest songs,” says Roth.
"He constructs his set lists from songs that are angry.”
Roth sites a recent Melbourne show. “It was after the phone fiasco
[when President Trump allegedly argued with Prime Minister
Malcom Turnbull about taking our refugees]; Springsteen stood in
front of the crowd and explained that he felt embarrassed to be an
American. Then he played a song called Don’t Hang Up.”
“A lot of my friends on tour feel that the current state of US
politics is energizing him,” he says, so he can easily perform with
the E Street Band for three hours on stage, far longer than most
rock acts.
The friends that Roth’s referring to are a handful of Americans
and Europeans, mostly professionals, who also float around the
world in Springsteen’s wake. Some, like Roth, continue to work
remotely. Others just take their leave around Springsteen’s touring
schedule.
Roth first saw Bruce Springsteen perform in 1978 when he was
just 16-years-old. His performance on stage spoke to him in a way
that no other artist has ever done since. It was like a call to arms
and it helped that they both came from New Jersey, living just a
town apart. Roth says that Springsteen is now a New Jersey icon.

“Look, I wouldn’t call him a friend but he definitely
knows who I am and if he saw me in the street, he’d
acknowledge me.”
“He’s huge in the US and in Europe but you can tell that he
loves being here in Australia,” he says, “even though it’s
sometimes difficult for him to get audiences here off their
seats.” Roth himself would never consider being anywhere in
a Bruce Springsteen concert other than right in front of the
stage in the pits.
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“You have to be up close to feel the vibes,” he
says. “Springsteen takes the energy from the crowd
and give it back tenfold. It’s almost spiritual and
cathartic. When you’re up the front, he’s not playing to
you, he’s playing with you.”
Roth says that he definitely has a connection with
Springsteen. “A couple of times he’s handed me the
mic to sing. There was one occasion in Stockholm and
once in Philadelphia, even though I was terrible at it,”
he admits.
“Look, I wouldn’t call him a friend but he definitely
knows who I am and if he saw me in the street, he’d
acknowledge me.”
But Roth isn’t spending around US $500 per show
(including airfares and hotel accommodation), so he
can boast that he’s friends with one of the greatest rock
acts in the world. It’s more about sparking off
Springsteen’s uncompromising honesty.
It’s almost spiritual and cathartic. When you’re up
the front, he’s not playing to you, he’s playing with
you.
“Sometimes when I walk into the pits to take my
place in front of the stage, I feel as though I’m coming
home,” he says. "It’s like I’m with family.”
And Springsteen’s message of justice for all also
permeates and inspires Roth’s work as a lawyer, where
he specializes in representing some of the most
marginalized by society - the elderly. He ensures that
their families and carers are not abusing their trust.
“It’s rewarding work,” he says. “I really enjoy it and I
make sure that I put in four hours a day wherever I
am.”
Roth and his partner do not have children together, so
that also makes it easy to just pack up and go.”
But with Springsteen now 67, what will happen when
the star eventually steps away from live performances?
Roth shakes his head in disbelief. Surely this will
never happen. After all, Bruce Springsteen is
practically an immortal.
Article written by Ros Reines
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Campbell Inn of Court
By President, Comm. Donna Connally
In the early spring of each Inn year, the Joseph B.
Campbell Inn of Court joins three other Inland Empire
Inns for a Joint Inns Dinner. Our comrades in the annual
dinner are members of the Leo A. Deegan (Riverside),
Warren E. Slaughter-Richard Roemer (Palm Desert) and
Southwest (Murrieta) Inns. Hosting duties rotate each
year. The Slaughter-Roemer Inn is welcoming the rest of
us to the Indian Wells Country Club this year. We will
enjoy dinner and an evening with Chief Justice Tani
Cantil-Sakauye. The dinner is on March 29th, so it will
take place after this writing and before you have the
opportunity to read this Bulletin.
This was a slightly long way of saying, "I don't have a
March meeting and program to summarize for the
monthly article." As a result, I asked some of the current
Board members of the Campbell Inn to share some
thoughts about being a member of the American Inns of
Court. To anyone who is a former member of the
Campbell Inn, or some other Inn of Court, you may find
these comments touch on what you have experienced, or
would like to enjoy, in a professional group of attorneys,
judges and other legal professionals.
One board member talked of having joined the
Campbell Inn fresh out of law school. From that early
start, he has found “…worlds of experiences and
opportunities being afforded me that I might not have
otherwise had.”
The Inn is an organization that offers many things to the
many people who attend:
It is a setting in which members enjoy camaraderie with
attorneys and judges and a place to enjoy the friendship
and collegiality of other attorneys in a way different from
the time spent in the courtrooms or negotiations. One
member described it like this: “Lawyers are people, too
and like all people they need sympathetic and likeminded people to spend time with.” Others observed it is
“…a great way to meet new people and stay connected to
those you do not see every day.”
The Inn is a place to create, build and nurture
relationships: “The practice of law is a difficult and
stress-filled profession; the Inns warned me of this but
also gave me skills to deal with these challenges.”
The meetings provide a venue to share ideas and
education; to be a part of diverse and interesting
programs; and to earn required MCLE credits. One of
the contributors to this article noted that Inn members
struck him early on as “welcoming and open to difficult
discussions.”
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Finally, one thought does an excellent job of
summarizing the Campbell Inn experience: “I stay
because I love the honorable ethical people that make
up the Inns and to give back to the new attorneys that
come after me.”
To all of my Board contributors: Well said, my
friends well said.
We welcome new and returning members to the
Campbell Inn of Court. Your membership fee
includes all dinners, all programs and all MCLE
credits for the programs. Regular monthly meetings
(the 2nd Wednesday of each month, October through
June) are held at Castaway Restaurant in San
Bernardino. Social: 5:30 p.m.; Dinner: 6:00 p.m.;
Program: approximately 6:20-7:20p.m.
[For more information about membership contact
Lisa DeLorme (Membership Chair): (626) 302-6889
or lisa.delorme@sce.com.]

April Calendar 2017
April 1 - April Fools’ Day
April 9 - Palm Sunday
April 10 - Passover begins at sundown
April 14 - Good Friday
April 16 - Easter
April 22 - Earth Day
April 24 - Holocaust Remembrance Day
April 26 - Administrative Professionals’Day

WSBCBA MEMBERS:
If you have a suggestion for an
MCLE topic, speaker, or know
somebody who is interested in
speaking at one of our
luncheons, please
contact Deva Mora at the
WSBCBA office.
Phone: (909) 483-0548
Fax: (909) 483-0553
E-mail:
mail@wsbcba.org
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An Article From the Past
(June 1998) by Charles S. Doskow
But I disgress...from my usual subjects to
one upon which I have long felt the need to express my
views. Although it is confessed that there has been no
great public outcry demanding that I do so.
A sports columnist in New York years ago periodically
wrote a column of one-liners he called “Nobody asked me
but…” Put this in that category.
I sometimes wonder if the lawyers (and others) whom I
call in the course of a business day ever call their own
offices and hear the greeting that callers receive. As one
who has placed his own calls for many years and is obliged
to use the telephone many times a day, I am constantly
struck by the casual and often offensive responses by those
charged with being the first impression most offices make
on callers (herein, generically, “receptionists.”)
It will be confessed that some of my grievances are not
shared by all, but they are my own and I am stuck with
them.
Califronia is famous for its informality, which causes
many everyday burdens, in dress and otherwise. But there
is no room for the casual answering of a phone in a
business office. Most offices manage the initial answer,
but it falls apart from that point on. When I announce
myself “Charles Doskow calling for Mr. Yiffniff” as often
as not, the secretary will say something like “Hold on,
Charles...I’ll see if he’s in…” She doesn’t know me, we
have never met and she is likely nineteen years old. Am I
being curmudgeonly when I suggest that “Mr. Doskow”
would be a more appropriate greeting, at least until we are
better aquainted?) I will admit to being curmudgeonly
when I object to a waitress referring to my party as “You
guys” rather than “Gentlemen.”)
Once it is established that the callee (forgive the term) is
not available, often there is a silence on that end. There
should be an immediate “May I take a message?” The
caller should not have to ask if he may leave one. And
when the receptionist says “Wait until I find a pen…” it
causeth one to wonder why anyone would ever answer a
phone without a pen to hand...especially when it should be
apparent that a message will be needed.
I have a few other bugaboos, some relating to names.
The receptionist should understand that there are no
difficult names. If a question exists how a name should be
recorded, the only proper inquiry is “Would you mind
spelling that for me?” No one should ever be made to feel
that his/her name is strange, difficult or perish the thought,
foreign.
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And the owl must be banished. The tendency to say
“WHO?” when the name or person is unfamiliar is
entirely unacceptable. At most, if not to be spelled,
“Would you please repeat that for me?” is the only
proper request.
There is a split of authority on the issue of requiring a
caller to state his/her business. One accounting office
with which I deal with now puts all calls through
without any information and does not even inquire as to
the name of the caller. The idea is to suggest
availability and avoid the discomfort of the client
answering questions to complete a call. That may be
extreme. Identifying a matter may allow the callee to
pull a file, or even to collect his thoughts, or even to try
to remember the matter the client brought in to the
office. (“Will he/she know what this is about?” and
“May I tell him what this is about?” are both
acceptable.) And there are legitimate reasons not to
take a call-though none for not either returning the call
within a reasonable time, or having someone call to
explain why the call cannot be promptly returned.
Identifying the mater may also allow another person in
the office to take a call if the callee is not available.
Not specifically addressed are voice mail or
answering machines. Personally I like both. They save
me repeat phone calls, or busy signals. But all
businesses should test the system themselves from the
outside to understand what the client is being required
to endure. Like many things, there is good voice mail
and bad voice mail. (One lawyer of the acquaintance
took to carrying a beeper in his office, because his
clients found his firm’s voice mail virtually
impenetrable.)
It is also nice to be recognized when calling. There
are offices I call with some frequency, but the
receptionist never seems to identify me, or
acknowledge that the callee knows me. Probably
clients would appreciate being recognized.
And...it always distresses me to receive a busy signal
at a business. It says that there are not enough lines
in...and I cannot leave a message. Extra lines are
cheap. (I try not to call out, if I can help it, if all but
one of our lines are occupied.)
Please, take these comments for what they are worth,
but please, please, please, don’t put me on hold.
ATTENTION NEWLY ADMITTED
ATTORNEYS
If you would like mentoring, please contact the
Western San Bernardino County Bar Association
at (909) 483-0548 or email at mail@wsbcba.org
and request an attorney mentor.
We are here to help you succeed!
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Jim Cochran
Lifetime Recognition Award
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Hon. John Pacheco
Judicial Officer of the Year
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Western San Bernardino County Bar Association would like to thank our sponsors
of the 2017-2018 Judicial Officer of the Year Award Ceremony

DIAMOND SPONSORS
Brown & Lipinsky
Girardi and Keese
Rizio Law Firm
Shernoff Bidart Echeverria
University of La Verne College of Law
Law Offices of Fernando D. Vargas
GOLD SPONSORS
Bentley & More, LLP
Law Offices of Michael A. Scafiddi
Varner Brandt
SILVER SPONSORS
Dubin Law Firm
Fullerton Lemann Schaefer & Dominick
Inland Empire Law Group
JAMS
Lewis Brisbois Bisgaard & Smith
Law Office of Justin H. King
McNally Law Firm
Law Office of Mitchell I. Roth
Law Office of Matthew L. Taylor
Hon. Christopher J. Warner (Ret.)
BRONZE SPONSORS
Aitken Aitken Cohn
Law Office of Angelique G. Bonanno
Gresham Savage Nolan &Tilden, PC
Law Offices of Diane M. Hartog
IVAMS
Lerner Moore Silva Cunningham & Rubel
Personal Court Reporters
Law Office of William D. Shapiro
Thompson & Colegate, LLP
OTHER SPONSORS
Red Wine, Brian Brandt
White Wine, Laurel Starks Realty Group
Floral Centerpieces, Dean McVay
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CONFERENCE ROOMS FOR RENT
The Western San Bernardino County Bar Association has conference
rooms for rent in the Western Inland Empire community. All WSBCBA
attorney members receive a 50% discount on rental of conference rooms.
All other members receive a 20% discount. Not a member? It is quick and
easy to join. We have the lowest membership prices in the Inland Empire!
Call today! We have three individual conference rooms which can be
joined together to fit up to 40 people.

We cater to all who need conference rooms.
DEPOSITIONS
MEDIATIONS
ARBITRATIONS
CLIENT MEETINGS
BOARD MEETINGS
PRIVATE STUDY
INTERVIEWS
BUSINESS MEETINGS
INDIVIDUAL and GROUP MEETINGS

Conference Room Regular Rates for 1-10 people:
1 to 2 hours - $50.00
3 to 4 hours - $100.00
5 to 8 hours (all day) - $150.00
Conference Room Regular Rates for 11-20 people:
1 to 2 hours - $75.00
3 to 4 hours - $150.00
5 to 8 hours (all day) - $225.00
Conference Room Regular Rates for 21-40 people:
1 to 2 hours - $100.00
3 to 4 hours - $200.00
5 to 8 hours (all day) - $300.00

*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*

No membership required
Coffee and water are provided
Sound equipment and screen available
Free WiFi
Copy machine available at $.10 per page
Visa / Master Card accepted
24 hour (business day) cancellation required
Conference Rooms are available Monday
through Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m
* Failure to show or cancel reservation within
24 hours (business day) will result in a
$50.00 failure to show/cancel fee

Western San Bernardino County Bar Association
8409 Utica Avenue, Rancho Cucamonga, CA 91730
Phone: (909) 483-0548 Fax: (909) 483-0553 Email: mail@wsbcba.org
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May 8, 2016
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Western San Bernardino County Bar Association
8409 Utica Avenue • PO Box 624
Rancho Cucamonga, CA 91729
Phone: (909) 483-0548 Fax: (909) 483-0553
Email: mail@wsbcba.org ~ Website: www.wsbcba.org
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GOVERNING BOARD
2016-2017 OFFICERS
DAREN LIPINSKY, President
FERNANDO D. VARGAS, President Elect
HEIDI ROMEO, Vice President
MATTHEW TAYLOR, Secretary/Treasurer
DIANE M. HARTOG, Imm. Past President
DIRECTORS-AT-LARGE
Fernando Bernheim
Angelique Bonanno
Thomas Dominick
David Goldstein
Randal Hannah
Gilbert Holmes
Justin King
Dean McVay
David H. Ricks
Mitchell Roth
Will Wooten
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Deva Mora

NEWS BULLETIN

Save the Dates
East Meets West
May 18, 2017
5:30 p.m. - Social Gathering
6:00 p.m. - Canyon City BBQ
6:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m. MCLE
Rainbow Canyon Ranch
Azusa, CA
Bench Bar BBQ
September 15, 2017 @ 6:00 p.m.
Rancho Cucamonga, CA 91739

Installation of Officers
& Awards Ceremony
October 5, 2017 @ 5:00 p.m.
DoubleTree by Hilton
Ontario, CA 91764
Holiday Celebration - Toys for Tots
December 8, 2017 @ 6:00 p.m.
Redlands, CA

61 Years of Promoting Success in the Inland Empire

