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   By:  Tony Sears 

WELCOME  

Western San Bernardino County Bar  

Association’s New Members: 

 
Leslie Riley, Esq. -  Varner Brandt, LLP 

Jessika Meyer, Esq. -  Law Office of Betty Auton-Beck 

Aggie Akers, Esq. -  Wade & Lowe 

Kristin Hobbs, Esq. -  Hobbs Law Group 

Jennie C. Lemm-Spere , Esq.- IE Latino Lawyers Association 

Stephanie Ann Bose, RN, Msn, CLNC - Bose Legal Consulting 

Jeff Stewart - Stewart Investigative Services, Inc. 

Christina Madole - US Legal Support 

University of La Verne College of Law Students: 

Nicholas Cisneros 

Corysa DeeAnn Lloyd 

 This month’s topic: “The Five Cs”: “Candor”.  I have 

posted in my office a plaque that was given to me by Judge 

Charles W. McCoy of the Los Angeles County Superior 

Court.  The plaque has five (5) simple words, which Judge 

McCoy calls “The Five Cs”: Civility, Candor, Competence, 

Compassion, and Courage.   

 Each of these virtuous traits is necessary for the sane and 

successful practice of law.  Striving for them requires daily 

practice.  The WSBCBA uses these traits when selecting 

and voting on the Jennifer Brooks Lawyer of the Year 

Award. 

 Candor is next on the list.  Candor, according to Webster, 

is “[1] the state or quality of being frank, open, and sincere 

in speech or expression...; [2] freedom from bias; fairness; 

impartiality: to consider an issue with candor.” 

 First up, we all owe it to our clients and ourselves to be 

candid.  We all have a case or two that is not quite working 

out like we thought it would when the client first came in.  

Taking a fresh look at such a matter with candor will assist 

you and your client in seeking an acceptable resolution. 

When it comes time to settle, clients are really truly 

seeking candid advice.  

 Second, well practiced candor leads to enhanced 

credibility with other lawyers in the community.  This can 

be dicey, as you must remember not to betray any client 

confidences or reveal too much of your work product or 

come across as snarky. “I know something you don’t 

know....”. 

 A candid discussion about the strengths and weaknesses 

of the various sides of a case can often lead to a resolution 

sooner rather than later.  A reputation for candor among 

your peers and the courts in which you practice will assist 

you now and pay big dividends later. 

 Finally, it almost goes without saying that the court 

always welcomes candor.  I remember a few years back, 

Judge Michael Stern set a Case Management Conference 

on November 18.  I politely objected to that date.   

[Continued on page 4] 
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April AlmanacApril Almanac  
By: Tony SearsBy: Tony Sears 

 All times are Pacific Daylight Time, which is minus seven hours from 

UTC. 

 Jupiter is out all night.  Look for Jupiter near the crescent Moon in 

Gemini on the evening of April 6, about 7:45 p.m.  Mars is at opposition 

all night, starting on April 8.  On April 14, about 8:15 p.m., look for 

Mars, Spica, and the nearly Full Moon in the East-Southeastern sky.  

 The April Full Moon is called the“Full Egg Moon”.  Watch the Full 

Egg Moon rise on April 14 , 2014, at 7:05 p.m., PDT and go full at 12:53 

a.m. on April 15.  The April New Moon occurs at 11:15 p.m on April 28, 

2014.   

 LUNAR ECLIPSE ALERT!  On April 14-15, 2014,  you will have the 

chance to a total lunar eclipse from start to finish.  The penumbra will 

start at 10:20 p.m. PDT when the Moon enters the shadow cast by Earth.  

The partial eclipse begins at 10:58 p.m., when the Moon enters the umbra 

(no direct sun light is cast on the Moon).  Check out the rest of the sky, it 

will get noticeably darker, as the moonlight is gone.   

 Next phase is total eclipse, beginning at 12:07 a.m. on April 15.  The 

Moon will transit (appear halfway across the sky, due south, at 12:51 

a.m.)  The Moon goes full during mid eclipse at 12:53 a.m.  Total eclipse 

ends at 1:25 a.m., partial at 2:33 a.m. and the penumbra will be last 

visible at 3:10 a.m.      

 During the eclipse, the Moon will vary in color, mostly a ruddy red or 

copper tone.  Occasionally, the Moon will go black during an eclipse.  

Unless we have cloudy weather, this will be a spectacular site.   

 Easter Sunday is April 20. This year Western “Roman” Rite Easter also 

coincides with Eastern “Orthodox” Rite Easter, so the feast will be on at 

St. Anthony’s and St. Antioch’s.  Therefore, this month’s recipe is just 

the thing.  This month’s dish will also serve nicely at your Seder.  

 Creature of the Month: This month: Corvidae, Part II.  

 Jays .  There are two species of Jays in our area.  The Western Scrub 

Jay and the Steller’s Jay.  Here at Rainbow Canyon, we have both types, 

due to the good habitat.   

 Western Scrub Jays are highly intelligent.  You may see one perched on 

the back of a mule deer, feasting on the fleas and ticks.  The deer do not 

seem to mind at all.  The Western Scrub Jay is the only non-primate or 

non-dolphin that has demonstrated the ability to plan ahead for the future.  

Research has shown that Western Scrub Jays have the ability to keep 

track of 200 food caches, even to the detail of knowing which ones are 

spoiling and which ones have some shelf life.  You can easily train a 

Western Scrub Jay to take a peanut from your hand.   

 The mountain communities, the Steller’s Jay is the only year around 

resident.  The Steller’s Jays can be gifted mimics, making the cry of the 

Redtail Hawk or other raptor in order to spook other birds away from a 

food source.  Steller’s Jays are larger than the California Scrub Jay and 

usually dominate over them.  The Steller’s Jay is the only crested Jay 

west of the Rockies and notable for a striking color contrast between the 

blue body and black head. 

 As I write this on 17 February 2014, it is apparently Jay mating season 

and love is in the air.   Lots  activity.  I think we also may have some 

refugees from the adjacent areas burned in the Colby Fire.  I would think 

that the biggest threat to the Jays around here would be the resident 

Ravens or other Jays.   

Recipe of the Month:   Mediterranean Garlic Lamb Kabobs.   

Serves 6 to 10.   

I know some of you have had less than perfect lamb.  I understand.  

When I was a kid, my mom tried to roast a leg of lamb.  She did not 

know what she was up against. The house reeked for a week.   

  This one will change your mind.  The 48 hours of marinading 

will knock out any of that funky lamb flavor.  The result is simply 

fantastic.  Tender, succulent, and fire charred.  Better than steak.  

Seriously.  Bring out your finest red wine for this one my friends. 

 This is all about having someone else, namely the butcher, do the 

heavy lifting.  I go to Wolfe’s in Claremont.  I order up a leg of 

lamb, which a staff butcher then trims up and cuts into 1 inch cubes, 

about 6-7 cubes per skewer.  The skewers are then put in a 

aluminum pan and covered with Mediterranean Garlic marinade for 

a minimum of 48 hours in the fridge.    

 Including the marinade and depending how big the leg is, it runs 

anywhere from $85.00 to $100.00.  Totally worth it.  My kids, who 

are steak snobs (Dad, you call this prime?) always choose this for 

their birthday dinner.   You can reach John Hoover at Wolfe’s 

Market Meat Dept. at (909)-670-0247.  The Mediterranean Garlic 

marinade is available from Scotts Food Products.   Website: 

scottsfoodproducts.com.   

 Let me walk you through it.  So, if you were serving your Easter 

dinner at 4:00 p.m., you would have the lamb in the marinade 

before noon on Friday.  Bring the lamb up to room temperature by 

taking it out of the fridge about 1:00 p.m. Sunday afternoon.  If will 

be covered in foil, so keep it that way.  Fire your grill at about 3:00 

pm.  Lamb on the grill about 3:30 p.m.   

 

 By the way, the Mediterranean Garlic marinade has canola oil and 

will flame up when you put the kabobs on the heat.  It will also 

throw off some black smoke, so don’t freak out.   That’s part of the 

razzle dazzle.   Close the lid and the flames will die down.  Grill the 

kabobs 8 to 10 minutes total, turning then closing the lid.  Turn 4-5 

times. When the lamb is done, always let it rest covered with foil 

for 10-15 minutes.  You will end up with a nice range of doneness 

from medium rare to well done.  Go ahead and toss the remaining 

marinade. 

 Side Dishes: Your favorite rice dish.  Rice a Roni (Chicken) 

works really well with the flavors of the lamb.  We also love the 

Sushi rice from Lundberg Rice out of Sacramento.    

 Fresh green beans.  Trim the beans and steam, 20 minutes start to 

finish.  You can also steam up baby carrots, new potatoes, beets, 

cauliflower, and/or broccoli.  Finish with a little butter, salt, and 

fresh cracked pepper. You can do a roasted vegetable medley as 

well.  You can cut up bell peppers, mushrooms, cherry tomatoes 

and onions for veggie kabobs, which can cook on the grill while the 

lamb is resting.  Fresh asparagus is always an option.  However, 

there is always a slight chance that the asparagus may adversely 

impact the flavor of your red wine.  What the hey, live a little! 

 Dessert?  Fresh Strawberry Shortcake.   A fine reason to buy a 

fresh box of Bisquick.   Follow the recipe and get a reliable 

favorite.  This aspect of the project is especially good for the young 

or novice cook.  They get to help out and learn a simple, quick, and 

seasonal dessert that everyone loves.  I add a splash of Grand 

Marnier to the strawberry puree and a splash into the whipping 

cream.  Remember to put your mixing bowl in the freezer for a few 

minutes before making your fresh whipped cream. 

 

        Buon Appetito!    Tony Sears 

 

Judicial Officer of the Year Award Ceremony  
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 The monthly meeting of the Joseph B. Campbell American 

Inn of Court returned to The Castaway Restaurant on March 

12, 2014.   A gathering of 47 members was treated to a well 

presented program that continued this year’s theme “What 

Can the Law Learn From Baseball?   The program for the 

evening featured a presentation on a famous Yogi Berra 

saying:  “It ain’t over till it’s over.”    

 Yogi Berra firmly believed in the “comeback.”   Don’t 

give up; there is always tomorrow’s game. This program 

focused on attorneys, bench officers, and law students with 

substance use disorders, often caused by stress.   The March 

presentation was hosted by Victor Herrera, pinch hitting for 

Program Chair Mark McGwire, who was away on a 

camping expedition with his son. The panel included Greg 

Dorst, Chief Executive Officer of The Cedar House Life 

Change Center in Bloomington, and Nasim Najif, law 

student member from La Verne University College of Law.  

Jim Heiting contributed to preparation of the materials for 

the program, but was ill and unable to attend.  Thanks, Jim, 

for your contribution and insight! 

 Ms. Najifi led off the program and shared the law school 

perspective. She explained the various programs available to 

law students.    La Verne University College of Law has a 

program to help students who may be overwhelmed with the 

demands of law school, work obligations, family issues, and 

substance abuse issues.   Nasim has recommended to the La 

Verne administration that a program be developed for 

mental health awareness, to the formation of a panel to 

assist students burdened with stress issues, providing an 

outlet for guidance and resources to help student manage 

stress, and avoid the pitfalls of substance abuse, or provide a 

path to recovery. 

 Nasim informed the membership that the State Bar does 

send inquiries to law schools, inquiring of the suitability of 

the individual students for the practice of law, making it 

vitally important to provide every opportunity for students 

to thrive and succeed. 

 Greg Dorst, a 1983 graduate of the La Verne 

University College of Law, and presently the Chief 

Executive Officer of the Cedar House Life Change 

Center, is well versed on many of the factors that lead 

attorneys, judges and those involved with the law into 

problems that are associated with what are now known 

as “substance use disorders”.   Mr. Dorst was involved 

with The Other Bar for many years, often called late in 

the evenings and early in the mornings to counsel and 

offer options for help to attorneys and judges who 

were troubled by alcohol or drug issues. Greg 

explained the many options available to help those in 

need, often in time to help an attorney maintain his or 

her practice, or offering other life paths for those who 

leave the practice.  

 Cedar House is a recovery facility, providing a safe 

and comfortable place to help individuals struggling 

with dependency issues.  Help is confidential, and 

many attorneys from all parts of the United States 

have received treatment at Cedar House to help 

overcome dependence issues.     Check out their 

website at Cedarhouse.org for additional information.  

 This program fulfilled an hour of MCLE credit 

regarding substance abuse. 

 Our next meeting will be held at the La Verne 

University College of Law, 320 E. “D” Street, 

Ontario, on Wednesday, April 9, 2014, at 5:30 p.m.    

This is the first outreach meeting to be held at the law 

school, and we are excited that many law students 

have been selected to join us for the evening.  The 

program for the evening is:   “No one goes there any 

more, it’s too crowded.”  
 Yogi Berra believed in the importance of service and 

attention to detail.  The small things count. A Panel 

discussion about the seduction of private attorneys to 

take on too many cases, or to over- book the day.   

How do you know when your practice is “out of 

control?”   How do you balance work/life and provide 

proper services to clients. Panel members will speak 

on the topic of taking on too much in the areas of law 

school, private practice, law firm, and courtroom 

management.   

 The panel presenting the April program includes 

Moderator: Hon. Teresa A. Bennett, Student 

Participant: Stefanie Schmidt, La Verne Law 

Professor: Michael O’Connor and Inns Member: Janet 

LaTourette 

 A buffet dinner will be served. This promises to be a 

fun and entertaining evening, sure to bring back 

memories of law school for seasoned attorneys, and 

giving the law students a great opportunity to mix with 

the members of the Joseph B. Campbell Inn of Court.  

 

 

From the Desk of the President of the  

HONORABLE JOSEPH B. CAMPBELL 

AMERICAN INN OF COURT 
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Western San Bernardino County Bar Association 

would like to thank the sponsors of the   

2014-2015 5th Annual Judicial Officer of the  

Year Awards Ceremony  

 

Platinum Sponsor  

Shernoff Bidart Echeverria Bentley LLP 

 

Gold Sponsor 

Brown & Lipinsky 

 

Silver Sponsors 

Arent Fox LLP - Hon. Stephen Larson 

IE Professionals 

Lewis Brisbois Bisgaard & Smith LLP  

Personal Court Reporters 
Robinson Calcagnie Robinson Shapiro Davis, Inc. 

University of La Verne College of Law 

  

Bronze Sponsors  

Law Offices of Angelique Bonanno 

Mark Christopher Auto Center 

Law Offices of Matthew Taylor 

Top Pick Mediator 

Law Offices of Fernando Vargas 

Hon. Christopher J. Warner (Ret.) 

 

 Other Sponsors 

Red Wine sponsored by Brian Brandt  

White Wine sponsored by Laurel Starks 

Floral centerpieces sponsored by Dean McVay  

Remarks From The President’s Desk 
Continued from page 1 

   Judge Stern asked me why, and I told him the truth.  I 

said that November 18 was bad, because I was planning to 

go up to Big Bear to watch the Leonid meteor shower, 

which peaks about 3:00 a.m.  Judge Stern was slightly 

taken aback, because I was candid and not trying to sell 

him a phony story.  He thanked me for my candor and 

gave me a different date.    

 For those in MCLE compliance group 2 (H-M), your 

time is up on January 31, 2015.  You can get nice start and 

pick up an hour at our monthly membership meeting on 

April 17, 2014.  This month’s meeting will be held at the 

Magic Lamp.  We will be in a private room.  We hope to 

see some of our colleagues from Chino there!  This 

month’s topic will be How To Obtain The Best Results 

For Your Clients, A No Nonsense View From The Bench, 

with Commissioner Kirtland Mahlum, Ret.   

 I am committed to serving the interests of our 

membership.  If you have any questions or comments, 

please do not hesitate to contact me.  My telephone is 

(626)-334-4900, my fax is (626)-334-6655, and my  

e-mail is tony@nitwik.com.  See you in court!   

 

                         Tony Sears 

More Judicial Officer of the Year Awards Ceremony Pictures 
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Western San Bernardino County Bar Association • 5th Annual Judicial Officer of the Year Awards Ceremony 

Honorong Chief Justice of California Tani Gorre Cantil-Sakauye 
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Photo Opportunity with Judicial Officer of the Year 

Chief Justice of California Tani Gorre Cantil-Sakauye 
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Celebrating 35 Years of 

Success Serving The Inland 

Empire Legal Community 

 

 

 

YOUR PARTNER FOR SUCCESS 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Is This Your Current 

Document Workflow? 

 

Upgrade Now Program! 

 

 

 

Samsung Galaxy Tablet 

With Every Purchase Of A 

Kyocera TASKalfa MFP 

 

The latest Kyocera TASKalfa Document 

Management Systems gives your business the 

ability to:  

Revolutionize your current document workflow.  

You can name and store documents directly to               

their final destination folder in one easy step. 

Directly store critical documents to a secure 

cloud based server.  

And Much More! 

 

 

  

The National RAM Business Systems “Upgrade 

Now” program is designed to give you the 

opportunity to upgrade your current outdated 

office equipment, to a state of the art Kyocera 

TASKalfa Document Management System. In 

most cases we can lower your current lease 

payment, lower your operational costs and 

completely “pay off” your current lease with no 

upfront costs to you.  

Printer/Copier/Network Scanner 

 175 Page Dual Scan Document Feeder 

 Scan Speeds Of Up To 160 Pages Per 

Minute 

 1,000 Sheet Three Position Stapling 

Finisher 

 Scan To Email, Folder, FTP Server, 

USB  

 Print From Scan To iPhone, iPad and 

Android 

 Optional Business Applications 

 

$0 Down Only $159.00 Per Month 

Please call one of our “Legal Service 

Experts” for a complimentary cost 

savings analysis. 

866-621-9554 
 



PAGE  14                                                  www.wsbcba.org                                          April  2014 

 

CLASSIFIEDSCLASSIFIEDSCLASSIFIEDS   
EMPLOYMENT:  EMPLOYMENT:  EMPLOYMENT:     

Law firm in Upland seeking full-

time Paralegal with strong family 

and civil law experience.  Spanish 

speaking a plus.  (909) 949-1960.   

OFFICE SPACEOFFICE SPACEOFFICE SPACE:::            

(3) large offices for rent sufficient 

for 1 or 2 attorneys plus staff. 

conference room, reception and 

receptionist, kitchen, storage.   

Near Rancho Court.    

(909) 989-9923 Elisa 

SERVICESSERVICESSERVICES:::            

“Taking Aim at Truth and Justice" 

On Sight Investigative Services 

provides all your investigative 

needs. Licensed investigators with 

25+ years law enforcement 

experience. 

 

  

  

 Licensed Real Estate Agent 

since 1995 

 Certified Residential 

Appraiser since 1992 

 Majored in Finance, Real 

Estate Law; Cal Poly Pomona 

 Appointed by the State of 

California Superior Court as 

730 Expert for both Real 

Estate and Appraisals 

Real Estate 

Buyer Services 

Sellers Services 

Short Sales 

Rentals 

Investment 

Family Law Specialist 

Appraisals 

Residential 

Commercial 

Industrial 

Vacant Land 

FHA Approved 

Family Law Specialist 

Education andExperience 
 Make all the difference! 

Don is an expert witness in litigation. I can count on him for 

reliable and thorough work. He is the most knowledgeable and 

professional appraiser and agent I’ve ever worked with.                       

-  Attorney Carlos Cabrera 

Cell: (951) 313-1746 

Office: (909) 981-6677 

B.R.E.# 01193547 

CA Lic. Appraiser # AR014657 

 

Donald L. Mowery, II 

1Advanced Realty & Appraisal, 
Inc. 

www.donmowery.com 

1Advanced Realty & Appraisal offers our clients both Real estate 

and Appraisal Services for the following…. 

Attention Members 

Did you know that as a WSBCBA member 

you 

can advertise in the WSCBA Bar Bulletin 

for free? 

That’s right.   FREE 

Up to 25 words or less for the first month 

classified advertisement is free.     

Have a car to sell, a house to rent, need 

extra help around the office? 

Do not delay, advertise today in the  

WSBCBA Bar Bulletin.   
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NEWS BULLETIN 

 

GOVERNING BOARD 

2013/2014 Officers 
 

PRESIDENT 

Tony Sears 

PRESIDENT ELECT 

David H. Ricks 

VICE PRESIDENT 

Diane  Hartog 

SECRETARY/TREASURER 

Matthew Taylor 

IMM. PAST PRESIDENT 

Dean McVay 
 

DIRECTORS-AT-LARGE 

Fernando Bernheim 

Angelique Bonanno 

David Goldstein 

Randal Hannah 

Gilbert Holmes 

Daren Lipinsky 

Mitchell Roth 
 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

Deva Mora 

 

 

   

SAVE THE DATES: 
  

Western San Bernardino County  Bar Association 

8291 Utica Avenue, Suite 102 

Rancho Cucamonga, CA 91730 

Phone:  (909) 483-0548  Fax:  (909) 483-0553 

Email:  devamora@wsbcba.org 

Website:  www.wsbcba.org 

 

WSBCBA -  Promoting Success In The Inland Empire 

 

How To Obtain the Best Results For Your Client 

April 17, 2014 @ 12:00 Noon 

Magic Lamp Inn, Rancho Cucamonga 

       

East Meets West   

May 15, 2014 @ 5:30 p.m. 

Rainbow Canyon Ranch, Azusa 

 

Pensions and Retirement Basicis In Family Law 

May 22, 2014 @ 12:00 Noon 

Magic Lamp Inn, Rancho Cucamonga 

 

SBCBA v. WSBCBA 

66ers v. Quakes Baseball-BBQ & MCLE 

June 21, 2014, @  4:00 p.m. 

Quakes Stadium, Rancho Cucamonga 

 

Bench Bar Barbecue 

September 19, 2014 @ 6:00 p.m. 

San Antonio Heights 

 

2014-2015 Installation of Officers  

& Awards Ceremony 

October 2, 2014 @ 5:30 p.m. 

DoubleTree Hotel, Ontario 


